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BAPTIST CHURCHES OF THE FOURTH CENTURY. 


Dr. Toomas Fuiuer, Prebendary of 
Sarum, whose Church History of 
Britain has been for nearly two hundred 
years in high estimation among English 
episcopalians, makes use of a remark- 
able expression in speaking of some 
who suffered martyrdom in the reign of 
Henry VIII. “ These Anabaptists,” he 
says, “for the main, are but Donatists 
new dipped.’ The whole paragraph 
reads thus: “A match being now made 
up, by the Lord Cromwell’s contrivance, 
betwixt king Henry and the lady Anne 
of Cleves, Dutchmen flocked faster 
than formerly into England. Many of 
these had active souls, so that while 
their hands were busied about their 
manufactures, their heads were also 
beating about points of divinity. 
Hereof they had many rude notions; too 
ignorant to manage them themselves, 
and too proud to crave the direction of 
others. Their minds had a by-stream 
of activity more than what sufliced to 
drive on their vocation ; and this waste 
of their souls they employed in needless 
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speculations, and soon after began to 
broach their strange opinions, being 
branded with the general name cf 
Awnasaptists. These Anabaptists, for 
the main, are but ‘ Donatists new 
dipped ;? and this year [1539] their 
name first appears in our English 
Chronicles ; for I read that four Ana- 
baptists, three men and one woman, al 
Dutch, bare faggots at Paul’s Cross, 
Nov. 24th, and three days after, a man 
and woman of their sect were burned 
in Smithfield.”* 

The reference to the Donatists as the 
true predecessors of the anabaptists 
made by a man so learned in Eccle- 
siastical History as Fuller, is a remark- 
able corroboration of the opinion which 
many baptist writers have expressed, 
that our views of baptism were held 
and acted upon by many at least of the 
persecuted heretics, asthe prevalent party 
deemed them, in the times which im- 
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mediately succeeded the establishment 
of Christianity by Constantine. 

Crosby, also, in his preface to his His- 
tory of the English Baptists, adverts to 
the fact that “the most learned of the 
psedo-baptists themselves make the first 
rise of the sect they in contempt term 
anabaptists to be at least five hundred 
years before the confusions at Munster, 
where others would fix their origin. 
Nor,” he continues, “do some stop here, 
but go still farther back, to find out 
the authors and founders of this sect, 
even to the fourth century.” He then 
quotes Mr. Long, Prebendary of St. 
Peter’s, Exon, as saying, “There were 
great feuds between the Donatists, and 
others that separated from them, on the 
like pretences as they separated from 
the catholics, as Maximinianists and 


baptists.” And again, “They did not 
only re-baptize the adult that came 
over to them, but refused to baptize 
children, contrary to the practice of the 
church, as appears, says he, by several 
discourses of St. Augustine.” * 

The quotations from Mr. Long's 
History of the Donatists naturally ex- 
cited in the writer a strong desire to 
get sight of that work; but his in- 
quiries respecting it, whether directed 
to dealers in the books of past days, or 
to theological antiquarians, have been 
uniformly fruitless; and equally vain 
have been his visits to the British 
Museum and several other public li 
braries.. At length, however, he has 
been so happy as to meet with it; and 
haying obtained possession of it for a 
few hours, he has the pleasure of laying 
before the reader some extracts showing 
on the authority of the learned pre- 
bendary, not only that baptists, but 
that baptist churches, existed in Africa 
and in other places, in considerable 
numbers, in the fourth century. 


* Crosby, Preface, p. xliy, 
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The sentence respecting refusal to 
baptize children, quoted by Crosby, is 
on the relation to each other borne by 
the Donatists and the Luciferians—a 
body so called, from Lucifer Calaritanus, 
bishop of Sardinia, who in the Nicene 
council was a zealous defender of the 
catholic faith against the Arians. Mr. 
Long’s language is, “ These Luciferians 
stood as independent on the Donatist 
congregations or any of the other 
factions, which were generally anabap- 
tistical : for they did not only re-baptize 
the adult that came over to them, but 
refused to baptize children, contrary to 
the practice of the church, as appears 
by several discourses of St. Augustine.’’*+ 

Crosby so far mistook the meaning of 
this sentence as to suppose that the 


| latter half related to the Luciferians, 
. . ] 
Luciferians who were professed ana- | 


but it is quite evident from the tenor 
of Mr. Long’s remarks that it is of the 
Donatists he is speaking. The Luci- 
ferians were, he says, the most moderate 
of those who separated from the ca- 
tholic church in those times; while he 
ascribes anabaptism to the Donatists 
throughout his book. The pronoun 
“they,” in the middle of the sentence 
refers to the Donatists: “they did not 
only baptize the adult that came over 
to them, but refused to baptize children, 
contrary to the practice of the church, 
as appears by several discourses of 
Augustine.” The Luciferians were, 
apparently, what we should now call 
evangelical independents: the Donatists, 
evangelical baptists. 

In receiving Mr. Long’s testimony re- 
specting these ancient anabaptists two 
things must be constantly kept in view; 
the first, that he was himself strongly 
prejudiced against them, believing that 
“the cruelties and mischiefs that have 
always followed anabaptistical principles 
may cause all sober persons to abhor 


+ The History of the Donatists. By Thomas 
Long, B.D., &e., Prebendary of St. Peter's, Exon, 
London: Walter Kettilby, 1677, 
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them ;” the second, that the testimony 
accessible to him was the testimony of 
their opponents. None of their own 
works are known to be extant ; when 
we read therefore representations to 
their disadvantage we must remember 
that they are the representations of 
their antagonists; and especially when 
we read the reasons they assigned for 
their opinions and practices we must 
not forget that we are not reading their 
own words but the words of the contro- 
versialists belonging to the catholic 
church who had undertaken to refute 
them. Yet, on the whole, their enemies 
being judges, it appears that, were it 
not for their anabaptistical heresies, 
they might be regarded as tolerably 
respectable persons. Mr. Long says, 
“Tt appears not that they were accused 
of any false doctrine for a long time, 
until they began to rebaptize. upon an 
opinion that there were no true ministers 
in the catholic church, and by conse- 
quence no true sacraments. St. Augus- 
tine says, that in his time, they were 
pares doctrina et ritibus, agreed in the 
chief points of doctrine and in the 
ecclesiastical rites. And when Optatus 
wrote against Parmenian, they had 
generally one creed, one testament, and 
one baptism, viz. in the name of the 
blessed Trinity ; they prayed to one God, 
and used the Lord’s prayer alike. The 
controversy was not (de capite but de 
corpore) concerning the head but the 
body of the church: but their schism 
which divided that body was sufficient 
to condemn them. Jztra ecclesiam 
omnia possunt habere preter salutem : 
possunt habere honorem, possunt habere 
sacramentum, possunt cantare Hallelujah, 
possunt respondere Amen, possunt evan- 
~ gelium tenere, possunt in nomine Pairis, 
et Filit, et Spiritus Sancti fidem habere 
et pradicare; sed nusquam nisi in 
ecclesia catholica salutem possunt in- 
venire. He granted they had the 
scriptures, the sacraments, the prayers, 
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and preaching, materially the same as 
in the church, but yet salvation was not 
to be had but within the church, All 
which is true upon the grounds of St. 
Paul as well as St. Augustine, because 
without charity all these gifts and 
exercises do profit nothing.” * 

“The bishops of the catholic church 
did therefore admit of those that were 
baptized by the Donatists, although the 
Donatists would by no means approve of 
the catholic’s baptism. Which plainly 
argues, as well their excess of pride as 
their defect of charity, both which St. 
Augustine observed in a Donatist bishop 
that preached in his city of Hippo, who 
used this comparison, that the church 
of God was like Noah’s ark, it was 
pitched both within and without ; with- 
out, ne admitteret baptisma alienum ; 
and within, ne emztteret swum; that it 
might not admit of those that were 
baptized by others, nor baptize any but 
such as were of their own persuasion.” 

“The cruelties and mischiefs that 
have always followed anabaptistical 
principles may cause all sober persons to 
abhor them, and therefore I shall not 
repeat any other arguments against 
this absurd practice, which as St. Augus- 
tine says, if it should be repeated as 
often as it was administered by an un- 
holy person, they need to do nothing 
else but re-baptize. 

Among these ancient anabaptists may 
be traced, it appears, some other points 
of similitude to those who have been 
called by the same name in more 
modern times. Mr. Long says, “Another 
opinion of the Donatists was that the 
church of Christ ought to consist only 
of such as were holy and undefiled. 
Against this those two fathers pleaded, 
That the glory of a prince consisted 
much in the extent of his dominions, 
and that God had promised to give unto 


* Ibid. pp. 109, 110. 
t Ibid. p. 113. Ibid. p, 115. 
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his Son the heathen for his inheritance, 
and the uttermost ends of the earth for 
his possession ; and therefore they were 
very sacrilegious to confine the church 
of Christ to their own conyenticles ; 
especially seeing God had according to 
his promise planted the Christian faith 
among all nations, and that Christ had 
foretold that as the seed of the faithful 
should be disseminated over the face of 
the whole earth, so the devil should sow 
the tares in the same field.”* 

Nor is this all: they were opposed to 
the union of church and state, and ad- 
vocates for religious freedom in its 
plenitude. “It is seldom,” says Mr. 
Long, “that a faction is made in the 
church but the authors of it do raise 
sedition in the state: their principles 
do show what their practices are likely 
to be: Quid est tmperatori cum ec- 
clesia, et quid nobis cum regibus seculi, 
quos nunguam nisi tnvidos sensit Chris- 
tianittas 2 What hath the emperor to 
do with the church, or what have we to 
do with the kings of this world, whom 
Christianity hath always found to be 
adversaries ?”*+ 

“T cannot omit,” says Mr. Long, “ to 
enlarge a little concerning their argu- 
ments for liberty of conscience, that 
there might be no violence or restraint 


laid upon them, to reduce them to unity | 


in the service of God. Gaudentius, a 
Donatist bishop, argueth thus: Seriptwm 
est, fecit Deus hominem, et reliquit eum 
in manu arbitrit sui; that is, God made 
man, and left him in the power of his 


own judgment, that is, to the liberty of | 
his own conscience, (as the following | 


discourse expounds it) and why should 
that be forced from me which God hath 
granted to me? Mark, saith he, how 
great sacrilege is committed against 
God, when human presumption takes 
away what he gave, and boasts itself to 
act for God, and to defend him with 


* Ibid. p. 116. t Ibid. p, 118. 
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| force and violence, as if he could not 


avenge the injury that is done to him. 
Christi pax, volentes invitat, non cogit 
invitos : The peace which Christ teacheth, 
inviteth them that are willing, and doth 
not force them that are unwilling. God 
sent prophets to teach the people of 
Israel, not kings; and Christ to promote 
the salvation of souls, sent not soldiers, 
but fishermen. To which I may add 
that of Petilian: <Adsit, absit a nostra 
conscientia, ut ad nostram fidem aliquem 
compelamus: Far be it from us that 
we should compel any to be of our per- 
suasion.” = To which St. Augustine 
replied, at considerable length, ask- 
ing, among other questions, these: 
“How can you say that murther and 
adultery ought to be punished by the 
magistrate, but sacrilegious schisms 
ought to be permitted? or that it is 
not the duty of the magistrate to con- 
tradict or punish you, when you are in- 
jurious to his church and worship ?’§ 
As early as the reign of Constantine 
hinself these ancient dissenters began 
to feel the weight of the imperial arm. 
In 313, the bishop of Rome and three 
other prelates were entrusted by Con- 
stantine with an investigation of the 
Donatist complaints ; and in 814 they 
were formally condemned by what was 
called the Council of Arles. They ap- 
pealed to the judgment of the emperor, 
and were again condemned. Severe 
laws were passed against them ; their 
meetings for worship were forbidden ; 
violent men took up their cause, and 
injured it by employing carnal weapons 
on their behalf ; but they were stedfast. 
They sustained persecution, and when 
scattered, propagated their sentiments 
on the continent of Europe. Speaking 
of their position in the days of Con- 
stantine, while their delegates were 
pleading their cause at Rome, Mr. Long 
says, “ These subtil persons were content 
ee Oe 
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to be baffled abroad, while their party 
was successful at home, and to animate 
them they alway sent home false reports 
of the condemnation of Cecilian; and 
when these were refuted, of the par- 
tiality of the judges, so that their 
numbers did still increase; notwith- 
standing the anathema of the Council” 
[of Arles] “against them, they had the 
far greater part of the people and above 
two hundred bishops to strengthen them. 
And whereas they pleaded formerly for 
themselves, that Christ’s flock was a 
little flock, and did not act, but suffer 
persecution, their success had furnished 
them with other arguments, and with 
arms too, for now they begin to boast, 
that none are so catholic as themselves; 
and their brethren find that none are so 
cruel as they ; for being much increased 
they will not be confined to Africa any 
longer. 

“The gangrene begins to spread itself 
into foreign parts; they planted their 
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emissaries in France, and at Rome, 
where Victor was made a titular bishop, 
with whom they held correspondence, 
and had intelligence of all transactions 
that concerned them.”* 

The testimony of Mr. Prebendary 
Long, who was evidently very con- 
versant with the ecclesiastical writings 
of the fourth century, shows then, that 
in the days of Constantine there were 
churches consisting of persons who dis- 
approved of the baptism of infants, who 
re-baptized those who joined them from 
churches in which infant baptism was 
practised, who maintained that churches 
should consist exclusively of pious 
people, who pleaded for perfect religious 
liberty, and who denied the ecclesiastical 
authority of the prince ; that the num- 
ber of pastors belonging to these 
churches present at one meeting ex- 
ceeded two hundred, and that their 
principles found adherents in several 
parts of the European continent. 
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BY THE REV. 


J. J. DAVIES, 


“ Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness.” 


Suc is the fourth class of characters 
which our Lord pronounces happy ; 
those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. 

I. In attempting a delineation of 
these characters, it will be necessary to 
advert briefly to the object of desire here 
mentioned. It is righteousness. The 
righteousness in virtue of which we 
find acceptance with God is an object 
of sincere and earnest desire to every 
humble and enlightened penitent, even 
the righteousness of God which is by 
the faith of Jesus Christ. 

How can man be just with God? is 
obviously a question of the greatest im- 
portance in itself; it is one in which 


our dearest interests are involved ; and 
it is one which in moments of serious 
reflection we can scarcely fail to propose 
to ourselves. When aroused from the 
moral lethargy which so generally pre- 
vails amongst men, and which proves 
so fatal to their highest interests, we 
cannot fail to think of the relation 
which we sustain to God and to his 
government, and of the consequences 
which must result from it. A moment’s 
reflection must convince us that we are 
not what we ought to be. Our con- 
sciences will not allow us to suppose 
that we are not guilty in the sight of 


# Ibid. p. 35. 
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God ; and when we think of the infinite 
purity of the divine character, of the 
transcendent excellence of the divine 
law, and of the inviolable rectitude and 
essential holiness of all the arrange- 
ments of the divine government, we 
feel not only the importance of this 
question—how can man be just with 
God ? but also the serious difficulties in 


which it is involved. It is in vain toj| . vere 
|is by faith in Jesus Christ,” offered 


tell us of the mercy of God, for who 
can say what are the limits which 
unerring wisdom may prescribe to the 
exercise of mercy? and do we not 
know that the mercy of the Holy One 
must be displayed in harmony with the 
requirements of justice, and so as to 
discover his irreconcilable aversion from 
sin? It is in vain to tell us of the 


efficacy of repentance and reformation ; | 


for experience proves that repentance 
and reformation often avail nothing to 
avert the consequences of transgression, 
Nor is it less vain to talk of oblations, 
and sacrifices, and meritorious services. 
We may ask with an anxiety amounting 


to anguish, “Wherewith shall I come | 


before the Lord, and bow myself before 
the high God? Shall I come before 


him with burnt offerings, with calves of : we 
| which the Christian covets; neither is 


a year old? will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 
give my first-born for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul ?”—but who will give us an answer 
that will at once soothe and satisfy our 
troubled minds? As our views of sin, 
of law, of government, of God, acquire 
clearness and consistency, our condemna- 
tion appears to us just and inevitable. 
We appreciate the sentiment, 


“In vain we ask God's righteous law 
To justify us now, 
Since to conyince and to condemn 
Ts all the law can do.” 


And we feel the truth of this further 
statement, 


| the passage before us, 
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“ Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 
Can give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain.” 


Every true Christian, therefore, re- 
joices in the gospel ; it is “ the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth ;” because therein the righteous- 
ness of God without the law is revealed, 
“even the righteousness of God which 


“unto all,” and rewarded “upon all 
them that believe.” Unlike the Jews, 
who being “ignorant of God’s righteous- 
ness, and going about to establish their 
own righteousness, refused to submit 
themselves to the righteousness of God,” 
the Christian enters fully into the senti- 
ment, and adopts the language of the 
apostle, “that I may be found in him, 
not having mine own righteousness, 


| which is of the law, but that which is 
| through the faith of Christ, therighteous- 
| mess which is of God by faith.’ For 
| the righteousness of God by faith, every 
 humbleandenlightened penitent hungers 


and thirsts ; he desires earnestly to be 
“accepted in the Beloved,” to be “made 
the righteousness of God in him,” 

But this is not the only righteousness 


it that of which our Lord speaks in 
He speaks, at 
least chiefly, of the moral righteousness 
which constitutes our fitness for heaven 
—the “holiness, without which no man 
can see the Lord.” Our destitution of 
this righteousness constitutes a great 
part of our poverty and wretchedness, 
When our minds are truly enlightened, 
we clearly perceive that in us “there 
dwelleth no good thing.” Prone to 
wander from him who is the fountain of 
all good, we are slow to return ; wise to do 
evil, to do good we are without under- 
standing. We mourn under a deep 
sense of our weakness and of our 
defilement ; we often sigh, and say with 
the apostle, “ Oh, wretched man that I 
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am, who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ?” 

Every attentive reader of the sacred 
“volume must have remarked the im- 

portance which it attaches to moral 
righteousness, or evangelical holiness. 
Righteousness is not something which 
‘some good men may possess, and of 
which others may be destitute; it is 
essential to religion; and not only so, 
but in an important sense it zs religion ; 
it is the harmony of the spirit and con- 
duct of man with the mind of God; 
it is therefore common to all Christians, 
who are often called emphatically in 
scripture, “the righteous.” 

The great loss which man sustained 
by his apostasy was that of his original 
righteousness. “God made man upright;” 
his native tendencies were all towards 
that which is holy and divine ; “but he 
sought out many inventions,” and “by 
transgression fell.” He not only for- 
feited the divine favour, which is the 
life of the soul, and exposed himself to 
the curse of the divine law, but he lost 
the moral image of God in which he was 

created: he ceased to reflect the lustre 

of the divine perfections; he lost his 
perception of the beauty of holiness, 
his taste for that which is excellent, and 
spiritual, and divine ; his understanding 
became darkened, his will corrupt, his 
affections debased, and his whole soul 
estranged from God. Hence the la- 
mentation of the prophet, “All we 
like sheep have gone astray, we have 

_ turned every one to his own way.” 

But the great design of the gospel is 
to bring us back to righteousness and to 
God; not only to reinstate us in the 
_ divine favour, but to restore to our souls 
the moral image of our Maker. Every 
true Christian is therefore said to be 
_ “horn again,”—born after “the image 
of Him that created him, in knowledge, 
in righteousness, and in true holiness.” 
The Christian is holy, for his Father 
who is in heaven is holy, Te is “be- 
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gotten of incorruptible seed by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever,’ and he cannot sin, because this 
seed abideth in him. He is pure and 
spiritual, for he is “born of water and of 
the Spirit.” This is the will of God, 
even our sanctification ; and this is our 
heart’s desire, and earnest prayer, that 
the very God of peace would sanctify us 
wholly. Thus Jesus prayed on our 
behalf, “Sanctify them by thy truth, 
thy word is truth ;” and as we enter 
into the spirit of the gospel, we also 
watch unto prayer, that we may cleanse 
ourselves from all pollution of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
the Lord. Where this spirit does not 
prevail, the design of the gospel is not 
realised ; for “except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed that of the scribes and 
Pharisees’ — except that which you 
practise excel that which they enjoin— 
“you shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” “The kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink; but 
righteousness and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.” 

The true Christian longs for the pre- 
yalence of righteousness not only in 
himself, but also in the world. His 
daily prayer is, “ Hallowed be thy name ; 
thy kingdom come ; thy will be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven.” He is 
earnestly desirous that the cleansing, 
saving influence of the gospel may be 


| universally felt—that God’s way may 


be known on earth; “his saving health 
amongst all nations.” > 

We may here remark, in passing, that 
all the Christian’s desires may be said to 
terminate in Christ. All we can wish 
is found in him; without him we are 
nothing, and can do nothing ; without 
him we are completely impoverished 
we are for ever lost. But if he is ours, 
we can want no good thing. When we 
desire the greatest good, if our minds are 
enlightened we know that we desire 
only an interest in him, When we 
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hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
he is truly the object of our desire ; 
for he is our righteousness and strength, 
It is in him we are justified, redeemed, 
sanctified, and saved. “He is made 
unto us wisdom from God, righteousness 
also, and sanctification and redemption.” 
“He that hath the Son hath life ;” for 
“Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth ;” and “if any man be in Christ 
he is a new creature.” 

II. We may now advert to the cn- 
tensity of the feeling described by our 
Lord: “they hunger and thirst after 
righteousness.” This language is evi- 
dently intended to express the strength 
and earnestness of the desire which is 
felt. Few sensations are stronger or 
more painful than those of hunger and 
thirst. We can understand this lan- 
guage; but we cannot enter fully into 
the spirit of it, as our Lord’s hearers 
could. In the east there is often a 
great scarcity of water; and the sensa- 
tion of thirst is common, as well as 
peculiarly intense and painful. Hence 
the frequent allusions which occur to it 
in scripture. “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” “ Let 
him that is athirst come.” “If any 
man. thirst let him come unto me and 
drink ;?’ and so in the passage before 
us ; “blessed are they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness.” 

The characters described by our Lord 
desire righteousness, and they desire it 
most earnestly. They long for accept- 
ance with God through Jesus Christ ; 
and they long for that moral righteous- 
ness which is the likeness of God in the 
soul of man. They “seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness.” 
Before all other things they desire it. 
In preference to all other things they 
chooseit. They long for communion with 
God, as well as for conformity to his 
image. “As the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
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thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for 
God, for the living God: when shall I 
come and appear before God?” Many 
can adopt the language of the Psalmist. 
Expressive as it is, it indicates the real 
feeling of every one who has been made 
sensible of his ruined condition as a 
sinner, and has tasted but in a 
measure that the Lord is gracious. 
“QO God, thou art my God; early 
will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth 
for thee, my flesh longeth for thee 
in a dry and thirsty land, where no 
water is; to see thy power and thy 
glory, so as I have seen thee in the 
sanctuary.” 

The language of our Lord appears to 
me also to indicate a kind of exclusive- 
ness in the object of the Christian’s 
desire. Hunger and thirst are sensations 
which have their appropriate objects, 
and nothing else can satisfy them. To 
the thirsty soul nothing isso refreshing, 
nothing so welcome as the cooling 
stream. Riches, honours, amusements 
cannot satisfy him who is athirst; a 
cup of cold water affords him more 
real pleasure than all the treasures and 
distinctions of the world. It is even so 
here. The humble Christian hungers 
and thirsts after righteousness. There 
is an exclusiveness in the object of his 
desires. Other things cannot satisfy 
him ; compared with this they are as 
nothing to him. There are who have 
faint and partial desires after holiness 
and Christ ; but these desires produce 
only feeble efforts from which they are 
easily diverted, and they soon die away: 
opposition alarms them, or disappoint- 
ment wearies them, or other objects 
present themselves, and other desires 
prevail. But the Christian “Awngers 
and ¢hirsts after righteousness.” He has 
felt the evil of sin, and he must be 
delivered from it. He has tasted that 
the Lord is gracious, and without him 
he cannot live. Christ is all his salya- 
tion and all his desire. If he has 
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Christ, he has every thing ; if he has 
not him, he has nothing, 

The language of our Lord intimates 
also the constancy of the Christian’s 
desires. He continues to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness. Our Lord 
indeed has said that whosoever drinketh 
of the water which he will give him, 
shall never thirst. But this statement 
.does not contradict that which we have 
now made. He who drinks of the 
water which Jesus gives, will not thirst 
after other things ; having tasted of the 
living streams which flow from the wells 
of salvation, he will long no more for 
- the stagnant pools of worldly pleasure ; 
neither will his desires after righteous- 
ness be ungratified, unfulfilled. But 
the more he enjoys, the more are his 
desires enlarged ; he continues to thirst, 
though he receives continued supplies. 
“The water-lily, in the midst of the 
waters, stretches out its broad leaves to 
receive the refreshing shower from which 
the parched flower in the desert shrinks 
away, and seems anxious to hide itself.” 
Growing in grace and in the knowledge 
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, he 
sees more of the loveliness of the Re- 
deemer’s character, more of the beauty 
of holiness, more of the fulness and 
adaptation of the provisions of mercy 
revealed in the gospel; he has an 
increased desire for them, as well as an 
increased delight in them. 

This desire necessarily produces assi- 
duity in the use of those means which 
God has appointed for the satisfying of 
our spiritual wants, and that humility 
of mind which is essential to the cordial 
reception of the righteousness of God as 
his free gift, Man labours earnestly for the 
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meat that perisheth ; and when hesuffers 
from hunger and thirst, what will he 
not do to allay those painful sensations ! 
How assiduously will he exert himself ; 
how cheerfully will he give what he has, 
or how thankfully will he receive what 
may be freely given him ! 

Some desire spiritual blessings as the 
sluggard desires earthly good; their 
desires are not sufficiently strong to 
overcome their supineness ; they induce 
no effort, and therefore lead to no result. 
In others, though there is effort, it is 
not of the right kind ; it is not in the 
use of divinely appointed means ; or it 
is associated with a spirit of self-right- 
eousness, which refuses to submit to the 
righteousness of God. But it is not so 
with the true Christian ; in him we find 
im connexion with profound humility of 
spirit, assiduous effort in the use of 
those means which God has graciously 
ordained for our good. He labours 
for the bread of life, and yet thankfully 
receives it as God’s free gift. He comes 
and buys wine and milk without money 
and without price. 

This state of mind is an indispensable 
condition of salvation; for not only 
does God, in the wisdom of his arrange- 
ments, confine his richest, blessings to 
those who value them, but without a 
spiritual appetite, a hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, we are not 
prepared to receive the bread of life and 
the waters of salvation. The conditions 
of salvation, of which some are disposed 
to complain, are as necessary as they 
are simple ; and do not, in the slightest 
degree, interfere with the absolute free- 
ness of the gospel. 
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THE PASSOVER AND THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD. 


BY MR. JOHN FREEMAN. 


In the Baptist Magazine for April 
1844, and for October in the same year, 
the writer adduced reasons for con- 
cluding that in a.o. 2, or the year 
two before the Christian era, the Saviour 
was born on the Jewish day ending at 
sunset on Wednesday, October the 15th, 
Julian style,* or October the 13th, in 
the Gregorian style, which, in all years, 
keeps the longest and the shortest days 
in the place they now occupy in our 
calendar. 

In the said communications too the 
reader may see that in a.p. 33, when 
the Saviour’s age was thirty-three years 
and_a half, he was crucified on Friday 
the 5rdof April, preparatory to his resur- 
rection on Sunday the 5th, or Sunday 
the 3rd of April in the Gregorian style 
we now use, and in which the earliest 
Easter Sunday is March the 22nd, as 
in 1818; and the latest Easter Sunday, 
April the 25th; as in 1886. 

In every year, at six months before 
the feast of tabernacles, there is such a 
fourteenth Jewish day of the moon’s 
re-appearance as is either the Jewish 
day of the sun’s entrance into Aries, or 
else the first fourteenth day afterwards, 
which fourteenth day of the moon’s 
first visibility was, as we may learn 
from Josephus, the 14th of Abib in the 
days of antiquity. Thus in a.o. 2544+ 
the year in which the flood began, as 
well as in the present year, the Jewish 
day of the sun’s entrance into Aries is 


* Where nothing is said to the contrary, the 
writer uses the Julian style for years before A. p. 
1752, and our present Gregorian style for years after 
that date, 


+ In various readings an arrival at the cause of 
error is the discovery of truth: and, by applying 
this principle to diversities of chronology, as existing 
in Hebrew, Samaritan, and Greek, and by the 
results of researches and astronomical calculations 
made during the last thirty-seven years, the writer 
obtains the dates given in this paper. 


found, by astronomical calculations, to 
be the fourteenth of Abib. Hence, as 
Moses and Joshua reckoned time, 
March the 26th this year, and not 
April the 23rd, would have been Easter 
Sunday, if the observance of Easter 
day, as such, had been enjoined on 
Christians. 

When the posterity of Jacob no 
longer remained in one territory, 
“ Parthians, Medes, Elamites,’ and 
“Jews and proselytes from Rome,” 
could not be simultaneously convened 
at Jerusalem, but by their being in 
possession of a computation beforehand. 
Hence, with regard to the paschal 
moon, the Jewish day after change 
being generally the day of first visi- 
bility, became a lawful first of Abib to 
those whose residence precluded their 
observing the moon’s actual re-appear- 
ance at Jerusalem. Thus Jerusalem 
Jews spoken of in John xviii. 28, having 
been at the metropolis where the paschal 
moon’s first visibility, in a. p. 83, was 
observed on the second Jewish day after 
change, celebrated the passover a day 
later than Jesus and his disciples did. 

The earth’s productions keep pace 
with the sun’s evolutions in the starry 
sky ; and, consequently, the month in 
which the passover was celebrated is 
called “the month of the abib,” accord- 
ing to the Hebrew, a phrase which means 
“the month of the green-eared,” in 
reference to barley. For barley, being 
anciently sown before the depth of 
winter, was abib or green-eared when 
wheat was much less forward. Thus, 
in Exodus ix. 31, 32, the sacred writer 
says, “The flax and the barley were 
smitten ; for the barley was adib, and 
the flax was bolled: but the wheat and 


the rye were not smitten ; for they were 
not grown up.” 
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Under peculiar circumstances, how- | 
~ ever, it was lawful to make the second 


Jewish month the month of passover, 
as Hezekiah did, for reasons assigned 
in 2 Chron. xxx. 3: and, in such an 
aspect, our April new moon, in the 


_ present year, may be regarded as 


paschal. 

In the evening of the 31st of March, 
in the year 1824, the moon re-appeared 
throughout England at twenty-eight 
hours after the change. But in the 
present year, the moon’s first visibility, 
both in Palestine and England, is in the 
evening twilight of Wednesday, the 
5th of April, making that evening and 
Thursday, the 6th, till sunset, the first 
day of the month of passover. The 
modern Jews indeed, reckoning not 
from the moon’s first visibility, as their 
more ancient ancestors did, but from 
Ptolemy’s mean new moons given by 
him seventeen hundred years ago, make 
Monday afternoon, the 17th of April, 
the last quarter of their 14th of Abib 
or Nisan. But, as Moses and Joshua 
reckoned time, Wednesday afternoon, 
the 19th, being the true 14th day of 


- the Jewish month, would have been the 
time of killing the paschal lamb, for | 
those described in Numbers ix. 10, | 


if Christ our passover had not been 
sacrificed for us, and if Jehovah had 
not said in Isaiah Ixvi. 3, as a con- 
sequence, “He that killeth an ox is as 
if he slew a man; and he that sacri- 
ficeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog’s 
neck.” 

Nevertheless in Romans xy. 4, Paul 
lays down a principle which makes it 
highly important for us to understand 
the bearings of the solemn feasts of the 
ancient Jews. For the apostle there 
says, “ Whatever things were written 


~ aforetime were written for our in- 


struction, that we, through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures, might 
haye hope.” 

The feast of passover, after its first 


| death were foretold in sacred writ. 
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institution, had two references, the one 
retrospective, and the other prospective. 

In the retrospective reference, Moses 
says to the Israelites, as recorded in 
Deut. xvi. 1, “Observe the month 
Abib, and keep the passover unto the 
Lord thy God ; for in the month Abib 
the Lord thy God brought thee forth 
out of Egypt by night.” Thus God’s 
ancient people had an annual memorial 
of the season in A.c. 1598, when the 
sprinkled blood of the paschal lamb 
averted death from Israel’s first-born, 
and when unleavened bread was “the 
bread of affliction,” and the result of a 
hasty departure from the territory of 
bondage. 

In the prospective reference, the killing 
of the paschal lamb on the 14th of 
Abib, as founded on the observation of 
the moon’s first visibility, was a pre- 
diction that on the 14th of Abib thus 
founded, there would be a slaughter of 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world. Nay, even the year, 
month, day, and hour of the Saviour’s 
For 
Daniel’s seventy weeks, rightly under- 
stood and applied, gave a clue to the 
year, while the month, day, and hour 
were supplied by the scriptural in- 
junctions concerning the passover. 
Thus on Friday, the 3rd of April, a. p. 
33, in the last quarter of the Mosaic 
14th of Abib, the paschal lambs at 
Jerusalem were slain from three to five 
in the afternoon, while in the same 
afternoon, soon after three, the Saviour 
said, “It is finished, and bowing his 
head, yielded up his spirit.” John xix. 
30.—Thus was Jesus of Nazareth pro- 
claimed the Saviour of the world by an 
all-convincing proof of his being the 
antitype of the paschal lamb. 

Moreover, in reference to the paschal 
lamb, the divine injunction, as recorded 
in Exodus xii. 46, was, “Neither shall 
ye break a bone thereof.” And when 
the soldiers had broken the legs of the 
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two malefactors crucified with Jesus, 
they came to Jesus himself, in order to 
subject him to the same violence. But, 
as stated in John xix. 83, “They, seeing 
he was already dead, did not break his 
legs.” Thus there was an astonishing 
fulfilment of the prediction annually 
proclaimed for 1630 years, by myriads 
of paschal lambs being slain with their 
bones preserved sacred from fracture, 
as those of the Saviour were to be. 
Thus, by facts as well as dates, was 
Jesus shown to be he of whom saints 
and angels sing, “ Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and might, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing.” 

We proceed now to the day after the 
Saviour’s crucifixion, a day of which 
John thus speaks: “That sabbath-day 
was a high day :” and in this only whole 
Jewish day that elapsed between the 
Saviour’s crucifixion and resurrection, 
we behold a coincidence of sabbaths, 
Saturday morning, April the 4th, at 
sunrise, being not only the middle of 
the weekly sabbath, but also the middle 
of the extraordinary sabbath enjoined 
in Numbers xxviii. 18. On this Jewish 
day too, “Christ was divided,” his 
spiritual nature being in paradise, ac- 
cording to his statement in Luke xxiii, 
43, and his corporeal nature being en- 
tombed in the depths of humiliation. 
Under these circumstances the weekly 
sabbath proclaimed the Saviour’s rest 
in heaven, after the manner of Jeho- 
vah’s resting on the seventh day of 
creation, while the extraordinary sab- 
bath proclaimed the Saviour’s rest in 
the tomb, where, according to the pre- 
diction in Psalm xvi. 9, he could say, 
“ My flesh resteth in hope.” 

In most years Haster eve and Naster 
Sunday till sunset are the paschal 
“morrow after the sabbath,” as spoken 
of in Leviticus xxiii, 11: and, in a.p. 33, 
this morrow was the 16th of Mosaic 
Abib, and the second day of unleavened 
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bread, on which day, early in the morn- 
ing of Sunday, April the 5th, the 
Saviour rose from the dead. ‘This 
“ morrow after the sabbath” was the 
appointed day for offering the sheaf of 
the first-fruits of barley harvest, while, 
on the same day, incomparably nobler 
first-fruits were also presented as the 
antitype of the wave-sheaf. For “now,” 
says Paul, in 1 Cor. xv. 20, “is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them who have fallen 
asleep.” Nay, in the same chapter, the 
apostle speaks of the harvest as well 
as the first-fruits, saying, “Every man 
in his own order: Christ the first-fruits ; 
afterwards they who are Christ’s at his 
coming.” Thus there was, in the 
offering of the sheaf of the first-fruits, 
such a prediction as was, after its ful- 
filment, a wonderful attestation of Jesus 
being the Messiah, and a strikingly 
convincing proof of the truth of 
Christianity. 

In the feast of unleavened bread too, 
its seventh day was a second extraor- 
dinary sabbath, which, in six years out 
of seven, was a day of the week different 
from the week-day on which the paschal 
lamb was slain. In the year of our 
Lord 33, however, there was precisely 
such a coincidence of days as bespoke 
foresight and infallibility as the founda- 
tion of predictions concealed in types 
and shadows. The Saviour was cruci- 
fied on Friday afternoon, April the 3rd; 
and Friday afternoon, the 10th, was part 
of the extraordinary sabbath that con- 
stituted the seventh day of unleavened 
bread. Thus, as the fifteenth day of 
creation was a sabbath commemorating 
Jehovah’s resting on the seventh day of 
creation, so in A. p. 33, the seventh day 
of unleavened bread was sabbatical as 
the first returning week-day of the 
Savioux’s crucifixion. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as the Saviour did not cease to be 
death’s captive till Sunday morning the 
5th of April, the Lord’s day, ever after 
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the first returning Friday, superseded 
not only all sabbatical Fridays, but 
took the precedence even of the Jewish 
Saturday that commemorated Jehovah's 
resting from the works of creation, and 
that anticipated the Saviour’s resting 
from his works also on the Jewish 
sabbath. 

Though in solemn feasts that prefigure 
Christ before his death, he is repre- 
sented as “one bullock,’ or one lord of 
clean beasts; yet, when he becomes 
two, after the manner of his saints 
when “absent from the body and present 
with the Lord,” he is represented as 
“two bullocks.” 

On the day of passover lambs were 
slain in countless numbers, reference 
being thus made to the infinite value of 
the sacrifice of our divine Lord and 
Saviour. But, on the day of atonement, 
an extraordinary sabbath foreshadowing, 
like the day of passover, events of 
Friday afternoon, April the 3rd, a. p. 
33,* the required sacrifice was limited, 
as is shown in Numbers xxix. 8, refer- 
ence being made not to value, but to 
results, Thus, with Christ both in 
heaven and in the tomb, as he was on 
the day after his crucifixion, the re- 
quired sacrifice for that day, and for 
each of the following six days of un- 
leavened bread, was “two bullocks” 


* Thursday evening, September the 25th, a. p. 32, 
and Friday evening, March the 20th, a. D. 33, were 
times of the moon’s reappearance, as astronomical 
calculations show. The Jewish civil year, there- 
fore, with its months of thirty days, had the tenth 
day of the seventh month on Friday afternoon, 
April the 3rd, a.p. 33, when the Saviour was on 
the cross, which tenth day coincided with the 14th 
of Abib. Thus, while there is no apparent event 
in the Saviour’s life to fit the time given in Numbers 
xxix. 7, when taken ecclesiastically, the tenth day 
of the seventh month, according to the civil year, 
was the very day of atonement with Him who is 
our Great High Priest. We perceive therefore 
that, under the wise direction of him “ whose 
glory it is to conceal a thing,” the prescribed ob- 
servance of the day of atonement in ecclesiastical 
time, told the month and the day, as to civil time, 
when the Saviour himself would make an atone- 
ment by which he would be able to saye to the 
uttermost them that come to God by him. 
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from the herd, in reference to Christ’s 
own nature, beheld as spiritual and 
corporeal, and “one ram and seven 
lambs” from the flock, in reference to 
the Redeemer’s great work as attaining 
its object among the human race. 

In the burnt offering then, as pre- 
scribed in Numbers xxviii. 19, 24, for 
each day of the feast of unleavened 
bread, we behold Christ in two aspects, 
as we behold the sun. For, as the sun 
is seen not only in himself, but also in 
the sunshine with which he clothes the 
moon and other heavenly bodies in the 
solar system, so Christ is beheld, not 
only personally, but also as what he is 
to the redeemed. 

The light of the church militant is 
Christ. “For Zion’s sake,” says Je- 
hovah, “J will not hold my peace, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until the righteousness thereof go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation there- 
of as a lamp that burneth,’ Isaiah 
lxu. 1.—Thus Christ’s work, securing 
the salvation of a remnant in riper 
years, is exhibited as the sacrifice of 
“one ram,” or lamb of larger growth. 

There is also a large portion of the 
human race who, though “shapen in 
iniquity,” never live to become actual 
transgressors. Without merits, however, 
and without a renewed nature, they 
cannot be perfectly happy in any world. 
Infants therefore stand in need of sal- 
vation. Moreover, if among children 
suffering affliction with the first Adam 
and consigned to an early grave, a 
remnant only had been saved, one lamb, 
corresponding with one ram, would 
have been the appropriate type. But, 
oh happy contemplation ! one lamb is 
not the divinely ordained type, but 
seven lambs, seven being the number of 
universality. ‘Thus we are brought to 
the joyful conclusion that the whole 
race of children that die before they 
make Adam’s sin their own by deliberate 
choice, “see good according to the days 
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they have seen evil ;” nay more, that 
they are clothed with the bright rays 
of the Sun of righteousness, and thus 
shine in the heavenly world as stars for 
ever and ever. 

The passover, however, and the days 
of unleavened bread, carry our thoughts 
beyond the deeply interesting events of 
the year of our Lord 33: for Paul, 
some years after this date, found himself | 
in the midst of the days of unleavened | 


bread. Thus, in 1 Cor. v. 7, 8, he says, 
“ven Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us. Therefore, let us keep the feast ; 
not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but | 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth.” 

To God’s ancient people it was said, 
as recorded in Exodus xii. 15, “ Who- 
soever eateth leavened bread from the | 
first day until the seventh day, that | 
soul shall be cut off from Israel.” Hence | 
we perceive that what is called “the 
old man” is a dangerous leaven when 
brought to the ‘gospel feast. An indi- | 
vidual indeed, or a church, may attempt | 


| principles 


THE SUCCESSION OF TRIALS. 


to serve God and Mammon, or Christ 
and Belial,and thus may call the Saviour, 
“ord, Lord.” But such a procedure 
is eating leavened bread, the result of 
which, if grace prevent not, will be an 
eternal separation from the perfected just. 

There are, however, under the Chris- 
tian dispensation, those who are led by 
the Spirit of God; and they eat un- 
leavened bread, yea, and “bitter herbs” 
too, “ choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season.” 
When therefore we live by faith on the 


slain lamb, and, as stated in 2 Peter i. 


5, add to faith a train of Christian 
developing themselves in 
action, we eat unleavened bread. Happy 
are they who thus keep the feast ; for, 


| being pure in heart, they shall see God 


and their Divine Redeemer in regions 
where sin and sorrow are alike unknown, 
and where, saved from eternal woe, 
they shall have joys beyond description 


/amidst the plenitude of imparted and 


imputed righteousness. 
Maryland Point, Stratford, Essex. 
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Proacuina from the words “ Glorify | put this glass into one furnace after 


ye the Lord in the fires,” Isainh xxix. | 
25, Mr. Whitefield said, “When I was | 
some years ago at Shields I went | 
into a glasshouse, and standing very | 
attentive, I saw several masses of 
burning glass of various forms. The 
workman took one piece of glass 


and put it into one furnace, then | 


he put it into 
then into a third. 

do you put this into so many fires ? 
He answered, ‘Oh, sir, the 
was not hot enough, nor the se- 
cond, and therefore we put it into the 
third, and that will make it trans- 
parent.’ Oh, thought I, does this man 


a 


second, and 


first | 


| 


another, that it may be transparent ? 
Oh, my God, put me into one furnace 
after another, that my soul may be 
transparent, that I may see thee as 
thou art. 

“The workman might have added that 
it was necessary the fires should be 
xpplied in the order in which they 


| were: that if the greater heat had 
Tasked him, ‘ Why | 


been first applied, it would have de- 
stroyed the article which was in the 
course of being made; that the moderate 
fire prepared it for one hotter, and that 
again for one more fierce: and go it is 
with the dispensations of Divine Pro- 
vidence.” 


= 
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A GOOD HOPE THROUGH GRACE. 


Ir is recorded of Selden, whom 
_Grotius styled, “The glory of England,” 
that in the near view of his death he 
requested an interview with Archbishop 
Usher, with whom he freely conversed 
respecting the ground of his hope. 
He said that he had in his library, 
books and manuscripts on almost all 
the subjects which engaged the attention 
of literary men, but that out of all the 
number there was only one which 
could afford solid support to his mind, 
and that was the word of God; and 
that the particular portion of the in- 
spired yolume which had most inte- 
rested him was in Paul’s epistle to 
Titus, “The grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present 


world, looking for that blessed hope and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” These words are indeed 
very remarkable. What fine views of 
Christianity do they present to us; of 
its origin, its progress, and its con- 
summation ; of the present dignity, the 
important office, and the great work of 
its Author ; of the one great design of 
his atoning sacrifice; of the distin- 
guishing character of his disciples; and 
of the means by which their character 
is formed. He “gave himself for us 
that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works,” 
—Dore, MS. 


“WHAT HAST THOU DONE?” 


GENESIS Iv. 10. 


Tur late Rev. Rowland Hill was 
in the Isle of Wight in 1815, and 
preached at Cowes, from the above 
words. He commenced his sermon as 
follows: “In my way to your island, I 
visited the county gaol at Winchester, 
and there Isaw many who were accused 
of heavy crimes, but who appeared 
careless and indifferent, and to have 
but little sense of their awful situation. 
But one young man attracted my 
attention ; he kept separate from the 
rest, and his countenance betrayed 


deep emotion. I went up to him and 
said, ‘And what have you done, young 
man? ‘Oh, sir,’ said he, deeply affected, 
‘Y have done that which I cannot undo, 
and which has undone me.’” “This, 
my dear friends,” said the venerable 
man, “is the situation of every one 
whom I address. You have each of 
you done that which has undone you, 
and which you cannot undo.” Then he 
proceeded to show their awful state as 
sinners, and to point them to the Lamb 
of God. 


EXTRACTS FROM A DEACON’S SCRAP BOOK. 


Tre strait gate of religion is wide 


Tun reproof of a good man resembles 


enough to admit any sinner, but too | fuller’s earth, it not only removes the 
narrow for the admission of any sins.— | spots from our character, but it rubs 


W. Howell. 


off when it is dry — Waits Wilkinson. 
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Soms think that a tender conscience 
is a weak one, but it is a sign of their 
weakness who think so.— Beddoine. 


— 


Kexrp the truth, and the truth will 
keep thee— William Allen. 


——— 


Tun Arabians enforce patience by 
the following proverb, “Be patient, 
and the mulberry leaf though naturally 
so rough will become satin.” 

THERE is many a wounded heart 
without a contrite spirit. The ice may 
be broken into a thousand pieces ; it is 
ice still: but expose it to the beams of 
the Sun of righteousness, and then it 
will melt.—J/iddleton. 


Tur sum of that which is revealed 
of angels is that they serve on earth 
and sing in heaven.— Luther. 


Tue same fire which softens the wax, 
hardens the clay. 


A BAPTISMAL HYMN. 


Tue almost Christian is a most un- 
happy man, having religion enough to 
make the world hate him, and not 
enough to make God love him.—Cownzess 
of Warwick. 

Tux true measure of loving God is to 
love him without measure.—ZJdzd. 

By how much the more Christ made 
himself vile for us, by so much the 
more precious he should be to us.—Jdid. 


He that takes up Christ’s cross hand- 
somely, shall find it such a burden as 
wings to a bird or sails to a ship.—Jdid. 


Wuo would not starve a lust to feed 
a saint ?—Jbid. 


Gop chastises whom he loves, but he 


| loves not to chastise.—/bid. 


Tue best shield against slanderers is 
to live so that none may believe them. 
—Ilbid. 


A BAPTISMAL HYMN, WITH MUSIC ADAPTED FROM MOZART. 


Aumicuty Redeemer, whom angels adore, 

To thee be dominion and praise evermore. 

Thy counsels are wisdom, thy judgments are right, 
Thy service is freedom, thy burden is light. 
Receive our allegiance, thou Sovereign benign ; 


Accept us, O Jesus ! 


Acknowledge us thine ! 


Turn from thee, we dare not; to whom should we go? 
For thou and thou only canst save us from woe. 

Thou only canst wash us and render us clean ; 

Thy blood is the only atonement for sin ; 

Thy Spirit alone can our nature refine ; 


Accept us, O Jesus! 


Acknowledge us thine ! 


On Zion thou reignest, in honour and might, 


Though once in the grave thou wast hidden from sight. 
Our glory shall be to find grace in thine eyes, 

With thee to be buried, with thee to arise, 
Henceforward to tread in thy footsteps divine ; 


Accept us, O Jesus! 


Acknowledge us thine ! 


oe ae ee a PPI ae bp 


o— == Ef a 22 sa) == ers eis 


Al - migh-ty Re - deem-er, whom an-gels a- dore, To thee be do -mi-nion and praise ey -er- more. 


Sec eere are err fees era recs 


Almighty Redeemer, whom angels a-dore To thee be do-mi-nion and praise ev-er-more. 


Thy tama are wisdom, thy judgments are right, Thy service is freedom, thy burden is light. 


Re - ceive our al-legiance, thou Sovereign be -nign; Ac - cept us, O Je-sus, ac-know-ledge us thine. 


ne at Jedgo us thine 
Re- ceive our al- legiance, thou Sovereign be - nign ; Ac - cept us, O Je-sus, ac - knowledge ; 
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CHRONOLOGICAL PAGE FOR APRIL, 1848. 


SUN RISES & saTs. FAMILY BIBLE READING. MEMORANDA. 


1|S |h m| Leviticus ix., x. Moon rises, 24 m, after 4, morning. 
6 33 | Acts xv, 32—44, xvi. 1—7. Clock before sun, 3 minutes 52 seconds. 
2 | Lp| 5 34 | Psalms, Sunday School Union Lessons, 
6 35 | Psalms, Ecclesiastes ii,, Luke xvii. ; 
31M | 5 31 | Leviticus xvi. Mars seen in south-west in evening. 
6 37 | Acts xvi. 8—40, New moon 1m, past 11, night. 
4} Tu| 5 29 | Leviticus xxiv. Jupiter in evening, south of Mars, 
6 38 | Acts xvii, 1—15. Baptist Irish Committee. 
5 | W| 5 27 | Leviticus xxv. Clock before sun, 2 minutes, 40 seconds, 
6 40 | Acts xvii. 16—34. Moon sets 49 minutes after 8 evening. 
6 | Th! 5 24 | Leviticus xxvi. 1199, Richard I. died, aged 43. 
6 41 | Acts xviii, 1—11, 1 Thess. i, Moon sets, 2 m. after 10 evening. 
7|F | 5 22 | Numbers x, 1814, Abdication of Napoleon Buonaparte. 
6 43 | 1 Thess, ii. Moon sets, 13 m, after 11, night. 
81S | 5 20] Numbers xi. Clock before sun, 1 minute, 49 seconds. 
6 44 | 1 Thess, iii, Moon rises 40 m, after 8, morning, 
9 | Lp; 5 18 | Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons, 
6 45 | Psalms, 1 Kings xii., Luke xviii. 1—30. 
10 | M | 5 15 | Numbers xii., xiii, 1—25. Clock before sun, 1 minute, 15 seconds. 
6 47 | 1 Thess, iv. Moon’s first quarter, 50 m. past 2, afternoon, 
11} Tu} 5 13 | Numbers xiii. 26—33, xiv. Annual Meeting of Three Denominations. 
6 48 | 1 Thess. v. Fraternal meetingof Ministers at MoorgateSt. 
12 | W! 5 11 | Numbers xvi. 1837, Dr, Steadman died. 
6 50 | 2 Thess. i, Moon rises, 43 m. after 12, noon. . 
13 | Th} 5 9 | Num. xvii., xviii, 1—7, 20—32,| Moon sets, 2 m., after 3, morning. 
6 52 | 2 Thess. ii. Moon rises, 40 m, after 1, afternoon, 
14) F | 5 7 | Numbers xx,, xxi, 1—9. Clock before sun, 12 seconds. 
6 54 | 2 Thess. iii, Moon rises, 50 m. after 2, afternoon, 
15 |S | 5 5 | Numbers xxii. Sun before clock, 3 seconds, 
6 55 | Acts xviii, 12—23, Moon rises, 54m. after 3, afternoon, 
16 | Lp; 5 2] Psalms, Sunday School Union Lessons, 
6 57 | Psalms, . 1 Kings xiii., Luke xix. 1—27. 
17} M!|5 0 | Numbers xxiii. Moon sets 43 m. after 4, morning, 
6 59 | Acts xviii, 24—28, xix, 1—22,| Moon rises at 6, evening, 
18 | Tu| 4 58 | Numbers xxiv. Full moon, 31 m. past 2, afternoon. 
7 1 | 1 Cor, i. 1—25, Baptist Home Mission Committee. 
19 | W | 4 56 | Numbers xxxii, 1—33. Quarterly Meeting of Bap. Mission. Com, 
7 21 1 Cor. i, 26—31,, ii, Moon rises, 3 m. after 8, evening, 
20 | Th| 4 55 | Numbers xxxy. Prayer Meeting at 33, Moorgate Street. 
¢  £)| 1 Corsa, ; Sermon for Bap. Mission at Surrey Chapel. 
21) F | 4 53 | Deut. i. Annual Session of Baptist Union, 
. 7 6 | 1 Cor, iv, Sermon for Baptist Irish Society. 
22) 8S | 451 | Deut, ii, Sun before clock, 1 minute, 88 seconds. 
? 8 | 1 Cor. vy. " Moon rises, 56 m, after 10, evening, 
23 | Ly| 4 49 | Psalms. Sermons in London for Baptist Mission. " 
7 10 | Psalms. S. 8S. U., 2 Chron. xv, Luke xix. 28— 48, 
24 | M | 4 47 | Deut. iii, Meeting of Subscribers to Bap. Irish Society. 
: 7 U1 | 1 Cor... Annual Meeting of Bap. Home Mission, ¢ 
25 | Tu| 4 45 | Deut. iv. 1—40. Meeting of Subscribers to Baptist Mission. ce 
7:13 | 1 Cor. vii. 1—24, Annual Meeting of Baptist Irish Society. " 
26 | W | 4 43 | Deut. v. Sermon for B. Mission at Poultry Chapel. ‘ 
7 14 | 1 Cor, vii. 25—40, Annual Meeting of Bible Transiation Soc. | 
27 | Th| 4 41 | Deut. vi, Ann. Meeting of B. Mission at Exeter Hall. , 
7 16 | 1 Cor. viii. Public Meeting of Baptist Union. < 
28 | F | 4 89 | Deut, vii., viii. Ann. Meeting of Hanserd Knollys Society.| 
F 1¥) 0 Gor. ix, Adjourned Meeting of Baptist Mission, : 
29) S | 4 87 | Deut. xxix, Moon rises, 50 minutes after 2, morning, : 
99) | LiGor, x, Sun before clock, 2 minutes, 49 seconds, Bs 
80 | Lp} 4 85 | Psalms,’ Sunday School Union Lessons, 
7 20 | Psalms. 1 Kings xvii., Luke xx, 1—18. 
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REVIEWS. 


The Congregational Year-Book for 1847, 
conlaining the Proceedings of the Con- 
gregational Union of England and 
Wales, and its Confederated Societies 
for that year. Together with Supple- 
mentary Information, respecting the 
Associations, Ministers, New Chapels, 
Schools, and Publications of the Congre- 
gational Body throughout the United 
Kingdom. London: Published for the 
Congregational Union of England and 
Wales, by Jackson and Walford. 8yvo. 
pp. Viii., 180. 

Ir is not with a design to criticise 
that we introduce this work to our 
readers. We see in it a collection of 
authentic documents illustrative of the 
recent history and present state of the 


congregationalists in this country; we | 
believe that it is important that the | 


different denominations into which the 
servants of Christ are divided should 
have correct views of each other’s pro- 
ceedings and condition ; we know that 
many of our own body desire such in- 
formation as is here afforded; and, 
therefore, without entering at present 
into discussion respecting the wisdom 
of measures that have been adopted or 
proposed, we are persuaded that we 
shall be rendering an acceptable service 
toesteemed friends to whom our monthly 
labours are consecrated, by condensing 
into a small compass, for their use, 
some of the most interesting develop- 
ments contained in these pages. 
Thenumber of congregational churches 
in this island has not been as yet ascer- 
tained. A list of independent ministers 
in England, Wales, and Scotland, now 
furnished, includes about 1600 names ; 
but, though the places at which they 
reside are specified, yet as some of them 
are without charges, through official 
engagements, advanced years, or other 


circumstances, this does not show with 
precision the number of churches with 
which they are connected. The statis- 
tical information respecting some of the 
associations connected with the Union 
is not sufficiently full.to render an 
attempt to deduce from it the aggregate 
number of churches safe. It has been 
feared that complete statistical returns 
are unattainable, through the entire 
absence in some cases of church records; 
more has been done towards a supply of 
the deficiency this year than has ever 
been done before ; and the compiler of 
this work expresses his hope that in the 
Year Book for 1848 he may be able to 
publish a list of congregational chapels, 
the dates of their erection, the names 
of their pastors, the places of their edu- 
cation, the dates of their ordinations 
and settlements, with a list of village 
stations in which there are chapels, 
though churches may not be formed or 
ministers appointed. 

The Congregational Union, from which 
this publication emanates, consists of As- 
sociations of congregational churches and 
of individual churches, severally adhering 
to the Union. The qualification of a 
church for membership in the Union is 
connexion with an association; or, where 
no association is accessible, recommenda- 
tion by the three ministers already in 
the Union residing nearest to the ap- 
plicant church. Every church con- 
nected with the Union must make an 
annual contribution to its funds, neglect 
of which for two successive years forfeits 
membership. The tutors of the Theo- 
logical Colleges of the independents, 
and the officers of their general public 
societies, being members of congrega- 
tional churches, and ministers or deacons 
in fellowship with churches eligible for 
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connexion with the Union, may become 
personal members of the Union by pay- 
ment of an annual subscription of not 
less than five shillings. There are some 
obvious points of difference between the 
constitution of the Congregational 
Union and that of the Baptist Union. 
The Baptist Union does not require that 
churches connecting themselves with it 
should belong to an association, if there 
be one in their neighbourhood, though 
the reception of an association involves 
the reception of all the churches belong- 
ing to it. The Baptist Union does not 
require an annual contribution to its 
funds, though its rules declare that 
every church connected with it is justly 
expected to contribute annually, either 
immediately or through the asseciation 
to which it belongs. Among the objects 
enumerated as contemplated in the 
formation of the Congregational Union, 
there are also some which the Baptist 
-Union does not include. 

» The money qualification was adopted | 
for the first time at the last annual 

meeting: how it may operate, there- 

fore, yet remains to be proved. It was | 
occasioned by a similar want of adequate | 
spontaneous contribution to that of 

which the Baptist Union has frequently | 
had cause to complain. The report pre- | 
sented on that occasion contains the 

following remarks on this subject :— 


“The finances of the Union continue in a 
state of extreme difficulty, The ordinary con- 
tributed income of the Union has in no one 
year amounted to one hundred pounds, Some 
large occasional donations and bequests have 
alone rendered its continued operations, or 
even existence, possible. The profits on pub- 
lications have been leaned on as a resource, but 
they are very inconsiderable. Your Hymn- 
book has alone yielded any profits at all, and 
these have been diminished by losses on all your 
other publications, the magazines alone ex- 
cepted; the noble gains on which yield no 
benefit or relief to the Union, being appro- 
priated sacred and entire to the blessed work 
of comforting the old age of faithful pastors, 
This great and constant want of resources has 
of course brought debt and dificulty in its 
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train, 
ago reached such an amount as made an effort 
to obtain five hundred pounds indispensable. 
That effort was made, and followed up to the 
utmost verge of propriety, but it failed; the 
entire sum obtained to the present time being 
no more than £306 2s. 0d. But though this 
extraordinary appeal did not realize the object 
aimed at, it does seem to have diminished for 
the time contributions in every other form, 
the whole amount of which for the year now 
reported, being only £70 2s, 6d. 

“If some remedy be not provided for this 
evil, it must prove fatal to the Union.” 


The efforts of the Union on behalf of 
congregational literature do not appear 
to have been generally successful. The 
Wycliffe Society, of which the Report 
for 1846 spake in desponding terms, is 
this year passed over in silence. Of the 
second and third volumes of the His- 
torical Memorials so many copies remain 
on hand, it is observed, as to prove that 
many subscribers have not completed 
Of the demand for the Tract 
Series former unfavourable statements 
arerenewed. On the other hand, the 
sale of the Congregational Hymn Book 
for 1846 considerably exceeded that for 


/1845 ; and the exertions made to pro- 
cure a large circulation for the Christian 


Witness and the Christian Penny Maga- 
zine have been crowned with eminent 
success. The profits of the former pub- 
lication, for 1846, were £746 Os. 5d., and 
those of the latter £599 14s. 9d. 

At the autumnal meeting of the 
Union held last October at York, a 
carefully written paper was presented 
and read by one of the secretaries, the 
Rey. Algernon Wells, containing “ Ob- 
servations on the first approaches into 
the Christian Ministry, and on Ordina- 
tion to the Pastoral and Ministerial 
Office, intended to introduce a proposal 
to obtain a Prize Work on these two 
subjects.” In this paper, which. is in- 
cluded in the present publication, it is 
acknowledged that “the present can 
hardly be thought a period of rising life, 
power, and earnestness in the religion 


These accumulated arrears had a year — 
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of the nonconforming churches of this 
land ;” and it is observed that “ taking 
it for granted that upon the whole, at 
present, the right and best youths in our 
churches enter the ministry, a deeply 
interesting question arises—Can the 
manner of their entrance, can the in- 
fluence under which their first approaches 
to the work are made, be so improved 
as to exert a salutary and beneficial in- 
fluence on their whole ministerial cha- 
racter and course ?” The consideration 
of the assembly was called to the de- 
sirableness, as a practical measure of 
the production of some able, powerful 
book, well adapted to guide and impress 
both young inquirers for the ministry, 


and no less those called upon to advise | 


them, with salutary seriousness in each 
and every step leading to that sacred 
employ. The book, it was suggested, 
should open with a faithful representa- 
tion of what the Christian ministry 
really is, and ought to be ;—it should 


contain a careful examination of the | 


question of a call to the ministry ;—the 


qualifications needful for a minister of | 


Christ should be stated ;—then would 
suitably follow a faithful statement of 
the motives by which a man should be 


actuated in desiring the work ;—next | 


in order would come advice and warn- 
ings on the student life of a candidate 
for the ministry ;—this accomplished, it 
would still remain to advise respecting 
probationary services, choice of settle- 
ments, purport and plans of early pas- 
toral habits, ministerial labours, hours 
of study, and manner of life ;—and the 
closing section might relate to ordina- 
tion services. In accordance with these 
views, the following resolution was 
adopted :— 


“That the proposal to obtain by competition 
a manual or hand-book for candidates for the 
Christian ministry, explained and submitted in 
the paper now read, is approved by this as- 
eembly; and the committee of the Union is 
hereby instructed to proceed with all the 
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measures necessary for carrying the design into 
effect.”"—P, 51, 


Education—the measures and pro- 
posals of government respecting it— 
and the “course most desirable for the 
congregational body to adopt, have oc- 
cupied much attention. The autumnal 
meeting solemnly put forth as their 
“deliberate judgment” this resolution : 
“Tt is their conviction that the edu- 
cation imparted to the young in day- 
schools by the various congregations 
connected with this body, ought to com- 
bine religious with secular education ; 
and such, in their belief, is the invariable 
practice. In accordance with their 
known ecclesiastical principles, the re- 
ligious character of these schools deter- 
mines the source from which alone 
support to them must be derived, and 
necessarily excludes all aid from the 
government.” — Page 57. <A special 
meeting on the subject was held in 
December, at Derby, when among other 
questions discussed, was this: “ Whether 
congregationalists will more effectually 
advance the cause of religious and 
voluntary education by establishing 
some denominational organization for 
this object—or by uniting with friends 
to the same great principle among other 
bodies of Christians, in the formation of 
a society for the object, on a more open 
and wider basis ?’—Page 64. Among 
the resolutions adopted, on this occasion, 
were the following :— 


“That as this Board is expressly constituted 
to promote a popular education, partaking 
throughout of a religious character and influ- 
ence, therefore, in no instance or circumstances 
whatever, shall any aid from grants of public 
money, administered by government, be re- 
ceived to support the operations connected there- 
with.”—P. 66. 


“That while the schools connected with this 
Board will be chiefly congregational, in respect 
both of their support and management—and 
while the education given therein must always 
be conducted on evangelical views of religion, 


yet, neither the learning of any denominational 
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formulary, nor attendance at avy particular 
place of worship, shall be an indispensable con- 
dition of admittance into them; nor will any 
committee of a school, or of an auxiliary, be 
acting contrary to the judgment and feeling of 
this Conference in admitting members of other 
denominations to share in either the support or 
management of such schools; and further, no 
school so constituted shall be, on that account, 
less eligible to receive any needful help from 
the central Board,”—P, 66. 


“ That while all schools in which the religious 
teaching is evangelical, although not entirely 
congregational, in their management, and no 
aid from the state is received, shall be eligible 
for union with this Board ; it shall be a funda- 
mental regulation, that all arrangements as to 
the substance and manner of teaching, with 
the entire government of such schools, in con- 
nexion with the Board, shall be in the hands of 
the local committec.”—P, 66, 

“That while this Conference deems it de- 
sirable, under all the circumstances, to act 
denominationally, it is deeply sensible of the 
difficulties of other friends of religious and 
voluntary education; and trusts that the pro- 
ceedings of this meeting afford a practical 
demonstration of the catholicity of its opera- 
tions; it also takes the present opportunity of 
expressing the most respectful and cordial con- 
sideration for all other evangelical denomina- 
tions, which, rejecting government aid, may be 
willing to co-operate with this body in friendly 
emulation for. the public welfare, as well as to 
present a firm and general resistance to the 
interference of government,”—P, 67. 


Though we disclaimed, at the com- 
mencement of ourremarks, any intention 
to criticise, we shall take the liberty to 
say, in-concluding, that this publication 
affords a remarkable specimen of edi- 
torial diligence and skill. Few persons 
are competent to estimate the amount 
of obligation which Mr, Blackburn, the 
compiler, has conferred upon the con- 
gregational body by its production. 
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The Gospel in Advance of the Age: being a 
Homily for the Times. By the Rev. 
Rozert Monrcomery, M.4., Ovon. 
Minister of Percy Chapel, London; 
Author of “Christ our AU in All,” 


“ Luther, or the Spirit of the Reform- | 


ation,” “ The Ilessiah,” &e., &e. Third 
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Edition, Revised, Re-arranged, and ¢on- 
siderably Augmented. Edinburgh: T. 
and T, Clark. 8vo, pp. xi., 508. 


Tun first edition of this work was 
reviewed in our number for September, 
1844. The author has modified, we 
perceive, some parts on which we 
commented then; but he has inserted 
passages on which he has not had 
the benefit of our counsel, from which 
we are inclined to make a few quota- 
tions. 

The first relates to a class of ministers 
in his own church,—the class denomi- 
nated “evangelical”—whose retention of 
emoluments and office, while they are 
opposed to the doctrine of its formu- 
laries, Mr. Montgomery justly repre- 
hends :— 


“ Yes, the same men who profess to mourn 
over Romanism and its awful errors, and mur- 
derous lies, and above all to expose the so- 
phistries of papal argument,—do not scruple to 
make the doctrines of our church a mere nose 
of wax, whensoever it pleaseth them so to do! 
Especially has this been the case with some 
parts of the catechism, and the service appointed 
for infant baptism, It seems, that although in 
this respect the church of England is in 
PERFECT CONCORD with the apostle, when he 
speaks of the incarnation, and the privileges 
which appertain unto the ‘body of Christ,’ 
and members in particular,—certain dissenting 
churchmen cannot harmonize the offices of the 
church of England with their own reasonings 
and ideas. What then? Will not a con- 
SCLENTIOUS DISSENT terminate in their openly 
and decidedly leaving her communion? If 
these amphibious churchmen really dislike her 
doctrines, and cannot reconcile her prayer- 
book and formularies with their scripture and 
their conscience—why not at once come out 
and be separate? Why eat our church’s 
bread, receive her wages, minister at her altars, 
and perform the visible orthodoxy of her offices, 
and yet all this while inwardly deny and reject 
her doctrines: and when controversy excites 
them, modify and mutilate her declarations and 
principles to an extent which nothing but 
cunning Jesuitry and dishonesty can approve ? 
Better, far better that our beloved church 
should at once be relieved of these hollow 
watchmen, who are dissenters in heart, without 
the bold honesty of the name. They cannot 
truly serve that church, whose most venerable 
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_ formularies they mentally reject, and contro- 
_ versially deny. And indeed, it is questionable 
whether a Wiseman with his subtle dialectics, 
or a Maguire with his revolting anathemas, 
present such lamentable portraits of human 
error and delusion as they exhibit, who call 
themselves clergymen of the church of Eng- 
land, yet publish pamphlets against the prain 
MEANING of her services and forms, which a 
Jesuit might admire for being tortuous, and a 
priest acknowledge as not unworthy a Romish 
pleader for his guile.”—Pp. 393, 394, 


The author has had opportunities too 
which we never possessed of knowing 
“what generally precedes and follows 
the baptism of infants.” Let us hear 
his testimony on this subject. 


“ What then is the kind of exhibition which 
so-called Christian families often present, on 
the eve of a baptism? Is the sacramental 
dignity or heavenly mystery of the rite duly 
remembered, pondered, and prayed over? Is 
the glory of the Incarnation (on which 
transcendant FAcT the doctrines of our church 
fundamentally repose) made the subject of 
adoring thought and devout thanksgiving? 
Above all, are the sponsers selected from among 
those who realize the blessedness of their own 
personal engrafture into the mystical body of 
Christ, and who intend FAITHFULLY AND 
CONSCIENTIOUSLY To FULFIL the solemn re- 
sponsibilities which their suretyship involves? 

Alas, the questions are almost sarcasms and 
sneers, so rarely in these days of secularized re- 
ligion can the reply be in the affirmative. So 
far from any domestic preparation like unto 
what we have sketched, at once so reverential, 
and in harmony with the divine ceremony of 
receiving an infant into the bosom of the 
church,—what is substituted in its place is, 
family banquetings, gay revelries, and jocund 
parties. Godfathers and godmothers are selected 
out of those who will consider the selection 
A PLEASING COMPLIMENT! and who, of course, 
repay the ‘compliment’ by a silver fork, spoon, 
&c., as may be, It is, too, a grand cceasion 
for showing off the poor baby in its best and 
brightest array; while ladies and gentlemen 
from different quarters are invited to the evening 
dance or miscellaneous rout, which is practically 
a kind of happy wind-up to a ‘really interest- 
ing occasion!’ But we ask the snarling pam- 
phleteers, who sneer at an apostolical office 
they are too faithless to appreciate,—is there 
anything in the language or style of our 
baptismal service which in the remotest degree 
encourages all this dreadful misconception ? 
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Ts not every truth there enshrined, and every 
association there awakened, in accordance with 
the purest feelings and profoundest movements 
of Christian worship? Does not the serene 
inspiration and touching solemnity of its 
prayers and supplications intimate that the 
baptism of a little helpless babe is indeed a 
‘spectacle’ not unworthy sinless ‘angels’ to 
contemplate; and for which parents and sponsors 
should prepare by religious preludes, and attend 
with awe-struck joy. 

“But now, let us imagine the rite to be 
concluded; the domestic gala which marks the 
day to be oyer; and this proclaimed neophyte 
of heaven, this shielded firstling of the church, 
about to enter on its career of CONSECRATED 
existence. Let us remember, it has been dedi- 
cated by the majesty and mystery of sacra- 
mental water, and through the promised grace 
of the attending Spirit, unTo Curist FOR 
EVER. Into the service of the Redeemer 
the infant has been enlisted; to bear his 
cross, to glorify his name, to battle for 
his principles, and to contend unto its last 
pulse and breath for him acainsT the flesh, 
world, and devil,—this has become the sworn 
duty of the baptized through its sponsors, 


-And might it not be anticipated, on the ground 


of obvious consistency, that baptismal privilege 
and responsibility would be summoned into 
INFLUENTIAL ACTION as educational elements, 
so soon as reason and conscience began to act 
themselves forth from the being of this bap- 
tized child? Can we reconcile it with the 
laws of human conduct, under analagous cir- 
cumstances, that moral training and spiritual 
nurture should henceforth be carried on, with 
NO REFERENCE to such an ASSERTION as this, 
‘Seeing now this child is regenerate and 
grafted into the body of Christ’s church ?? 
Or, that his infant character should be alluwed 
to unfold itself, through all its young feelings 
and interesting forms, without perhaps a single 
allusion ever being made unto the prayer after 
baptism,—‘ That this child may lead rng REST 
OF HIS LIFE according unto THIS BEGINNING ?’ 
Alas! to the shame of parents, sponsors, and 
guardians, in myriads of cases, except by a 
most transient allusion,—up till the day of his 
being examined for confirmation, the child is 
never REMINDED of his baptism at all! From 
THENCE no motive is taken, no principle is 
derived, no law enforced, no persuasion drawn ; 
never is he reasoned with, in the hour of sin, 
temper, and discontent, on the ground of his 
buptismal entrance into the church und eom- 
munion with Christ. Never is he taught by 
his sponsors and parents, that every sin a bap- 
tized creature commits is not only a trans- 
gression of God’s law, but also a desecration of 


216 


his own lofty privileges and membership with 
Christ. True, he may be corrected and chas- 
tened ; obedience may be enforced; the Bible 
set before him; church ordinances explained ; 
and hell’s gloom and heaven’s glory often brought 
to bear on his heart and conscience. But, what 
becomes of ‘ THIS BEGINNING,’ which our church 
names as a corrective standard and heavenly 
admonition, WHEREWITH to direct and advance 
the whole conduct and character of his advancing 
years ?”—Pp, 399—402. 


The italics and capitals in these ex- 
tracts are the author’s ; and so they are 
in what follows, in which he treats of 
the authority for infant baptism. 


“ Again, when other passages which do re- 


late to baptism are quoted, in order to confute | 


the assumed regeneration of infants whose after- 
life gives no outward proof of regeneracy,—IT IS 
CONSTANTLY FORGOTTEN THAT SCRIPTURE 
MAKES NO DIRECT AND AUTHORITATIVE RE- 
FERENCE TO Inrant Baptism AT ALL. 
Hence again, those who maintain the positive 
regeneration of all baptized infants, cannot be 
confuted by texts of the New Testament which 
relate to Baprizep Aputts. In truth, there 
are only three or four ways by which pzdo- 
baptism can be maintained and justified. 1. By 
an analogy drawn from the circumcision of 
infants in the Judaic covenant. 2. By infer- 
ential reasonings on certain allusions and state- 
ments in Scripture. 3. By the supposed prac- 
tice of the apostles themselves. Or, 4, By the 
UNIFORM PRACTICE OF THE CHURCH, from 
the apostolical age down to the present hour. 
But still, amid all this, it cannot be shown that 
scripture gives any open, plain, and decisive 
precept to baptize infants; or any ABSOLUTE 
DECLARATION touching the efficacy of THEIR 
baptism, when applied,”— Pp, 402. 


But if scripture does not authorize 
infant baptism, or show its efficacy, let 
us inquire what they mean who practise 
it. The writer tells us :-— 


“ But, there is another view of the subject, 
viz., what is the doctrine which the tonesT 
CHURCHMAN who professes to act out the 
spirit of his church in her sacraments, and 
articles, and canons, ought to hold and exhibit ? 
‘The question is simply this. Does the cuuRcH 
or ENGLAND consider the efficacy of the bap- 
tismal sacrament so contingent a thing, and so 
barren arite, as to regard the child in THE SAME 
SPIRITUAL CONDITION BEFORE BAPTISM, AS IT 
DOES AFTER IT HAS BEEN BAPTIZED? Now, 


| foliows is still more conclusive. 


BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 


we frankly confess the sectarian alchymy which | 


certain low churchmen have applied to our 
office of baptism, in order to change into 
another meaning certain terms which obviously 
imply, A REGENERATION TO ACCOMPANY THE 
SACRAMENT,—would deserve a description we 
should be sorry to enforce, Truly, those who 
have been stricken into horrors at a certain 
‘NUMBER NINETY,’ may begin to tremble at 
number onE—that is, themselves! Perhaps 
the records of the church contain nothing more 
Jesuitically unfair, than certain attempts to 
prove this,—namely, that the church of Eng- 
land, in her office for infant baptism, did not 
know what she intended ; does not intend what 
she declares; does not declare what she means: 
does not mean what she can prove; and what 
she can prove,—is nothing, but what every in- 
dividual clergyman may EX CATHEDRA OF SELF, 
choose to assert! Against this, one simple 
passage in her service is an ample reply,— 
‘ Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that this 
child is regenerate,’ &c. But is this regenera- 
tion no substantive reality ? Is it a mere ideal 
possibility, a contingent something which faith 
caunot apprehend? No; we beg you to listen 
to the following words :—‘ Let us give thanks 
unto Almighty God for THESE BENEFITS.’ 
Here, undoubtedly is a return of grateful 
prayer, not for a fiction, or idea, but for Posr- 
TIVE AND ASCERTAINABLE GooD. But what 
‘And with 
one accord make our prayers unto him, that 
this child may lead the rest of his life accorD- 
ING TO THIS BEGINNING,’ ”—Pp, 402, 403. 


So then, according to the popular 


| minister of Percy Chapel, though iv 


cannot be shown that scripture gives 
any open, plain, decisive precept to 
baptize infants, .or any absolute declara- 
tion touching the efficacy of their bap- 
tism,—though the ceremony is usually 
an occasion for revelry and dissipation, 
—though the sponsors are usually se- 
lected with a view to worldly gain,— 
though neither they nor the parents 
remind the child afterwards of the 
transaction, or derive from it any motive 
or argument of religious tendency,— 
yet, the church of England teaches that 
the baptism of this infant is a positive 
and ascertainable good—a substantial 
reality—an entrance into communion 
with the Saviour—something that 
renders the child’s spiritual condition 
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superior to what it was before—some- 
thing that confers “lofty privileges and 
membership with Christ,’ and warrants 
the declaration, “Seeing now, dearly 
beloved brethren, that this child is re- 
generate”—something that gives pro- 


priety to the prayer, “that this child | 
may lead the rest of his life according | 


to this beginning!” Yet of this church 
our author maintains, Christ is her 
Head, Apostles her founders, and Scrip- 
ture her rule of faith. “There stands 
THE CuurcH!” cries Mr. Montgomery, 
in his sixty-ninth page, “There stands 
tHE CHurRcH !—the one Apostolic, ca- 
tholic communion of England, and she 
claims to be the Priestess, and Educatrix, 
the Spiritual Guide, Moral Teacher, 
and social Regenerator of the Empire.” 
Happy Empire, thus taught, and trained, 


and nurtured! Happy babes, unwittingly | 


regenerated in the midst of jollity! 
Happy parents, acquiring the silver 
forks and spoons they coveted for their 
infants, while angels were contemplating 
the ecstatic spectacle! Well might 
Mr. Montgomery entitle one of his 
chapters, “Our true remedy exists in 
‘the Saving Action of the Church.” 
Surely the State must owe some duties 
to such a church as this! “And let us 
boldly add,” says Mr. Montgomery, 
“that if the State really desires to do 
her duty towards God and Christ, 
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towards the nation, nay, towards the 
Dissenters themselves —she must no 
longer assume a wavering position, halt, 
hesitate, tamper with conscience, trifle 
with principle, and crawl for ever in 
the vileness of a pitiful expediency,— 
but at once stand forth in the high 
majesty and holy rectitude of a Chris- 
tian constitution, and say to Sectarian- 
ism,—We tolerate your existence as a 
necessary evil and social nuisance not 
to be avoided ; but an External, Positive, 
and Divine organization like the Na- 
tional Church in this country,—is that 
Religious Communion which Reason, 
Revelation, Conscience, and common 
honesty demand we should sustain and 
encourage.” Yet, constituted as human 
nature is, we should not be surprised if 
some who read the foregoing extracts 
should think that they countenance that 
language of Mr. Binney which our 
author declares that no man with a 
sane head or a sound heart will hesi- 
tate to condemn :—“It is with me, I 
confess, a matter of deep, serious, reli- 
gious conviction, that the established 
church is a great national evil, that it 
is an obstacle to the progress of truth 
and godliness in the land, that it 
DESTROYS MORE SOULS THAN IT SAVES, 
and that therefore, its end is most de- 
voutly to be wished by every lover of 
God and man,” 
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The Way of Life, extracted from the Works of 
the great Reformer, Martin LutHER. To 
which is prefixed an Historical View of the 
Doctrine of Justification, by the Rev, J. 
Milner, author of the ‘‘History of the Church 
of Christ.” London: F. Baisler, 124, Ox- 
ford Street. 12mo. pp, 192. 


This would be an admirable book for a minis- 
ter to take into his hand when sitting down in 
his study to prepare for the coming sabbath, 
his mind not having fixed as yet on any sub- 
ject for discourse. He would not read many 
VOL. XI.— FOURTH SERIES. 


pages before his attention would be arrested 
by some bold saying of Luther’s; his thoughts 
would begin to work—and to work in the right 
direction—for the topics of these pages are the 
very topics which are most suitable for pulpit 
discussion. Ie would not approve of every 
sentence that he met with; but his heart would 
soon become interested in some important 
truth, and he would feel that this would be 
likely to do good to his people. ‘L he editor, it 
appears, made these selections from the writings 
of Luther during the reading of many years, 
He has now published them in the hope that 
2F 
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they will be acceptable to many who have not 
leisure or opportunity to consult the voluminous 
works from which they are taken ; and he has 
kindly set apart five hundred copies for gra- 
tuitous distribution to ministers, ‘ Any clergy- 
man or minister will therefore receive a copy 
gratis, on transmitting an order, with name 
and address, to the publisher.” To ministers, 
we deem it especially adapted ; but many who 
are not ministers will tind in the work ample 
repayment for the small sum which has been 
fixed on as the price of the volume, under the 
influence of a desire to render the circulation 
extensive, without reference to pecuniary profit. 


Notes, Analogical and Expository, on the Book 
of Revelation. By J.ARNET STOREY, London: 
Ward. Pp. 169. 


One indispensable qualification for an inter- 
preter of the Apocalypse this writer possesses : 
he has a just view of the unscriptural character 
of the union of the church of Christ with 
earthly governments. Without this a man 
must stumble on dark mountains, if he 
attempt to elucidate some of the most im- 
portant parts of this book, and therefore we 
regard the most popular expositions, which 
have been generally the writings of churchmen, 
as utterly delusive. Without New Testament 
views of the kingdom of Christ, how can a 
man trace its history in the symbolical repre- 
sentations which were presented to John! 
There is much in this work, however, which 
we cannot regard as satisfactory, though its 
spirit and general sentiment are good. The 
author has, we think, adopted some fanciful 
theories of previous writers which involve him 
in needless difficulties, and on some parts he 
has not bestowed as much patient attention as 
he has given to others. Events are at hand, we 
believe, which will throw a flood of light upon 
the words of this prophecy, and enable a little 
child to read them with understanding. 


An Epistolary Discourse, containing a new 
Resolution and Improvement of the Grand 
Apocalyptic Question, concerning the Rise 
and Full of Rome Papal. By Roxserr 
Fuemine. Reprinted from the first edition 
in 1701, London: Houlston and Stoneman, 
12mo. pp. vii, 133, 


This is one of several works on prophecy 
which were published by a puritan minister 
above a hundred years ago. Its republication 
is occasioned, we presume, by the application 
which he made of some portions of the Apoca- 
lypse to the times that are now passing over 
us. The pouring out of the fourth vial, by 
which he believed that the French monarchy 
would be greatly humbled, he thought would 
terminate in the year 1794. The fifth vial, 
from 1794 to 1848, was greatly to weaken, but 
not destroy the papacy; and the sixth vial, 
commencing in 1848, was “to prepare and 
dispose the eastern kings and kingdoms to 
renounce their heathenish and Mahometan 
errors, in order to their receiving and embracing 
Christianity.” However these dates may be dis- 
posed of eventually,the reader will find in this little 
book more sobriety, consistency, and compre- 
hensiveness of view, than in most works on the 
same subject, 


| we entirely concur. 


| of the Master.” 
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The Jewish Exile; or Religion exenpliied, in 
the Life and Character of Daniel. By the Rev. 
Joun Kennepy, 4.47, Stepney, London: 
Snow. 24mo. pp. 202. 


The rarity of firm adherence to religious 
principle in the midst of seductive influences is 
one of the most distressing characteristics of 
the present age; and the correct and impressive 
representation of the conduct of Daniel during 
a tong life in the heathen court in which he was 
compelled to reside, given in this small volume, 
is well adapted to counteract the evil. 


Eight Lectures on the Scriptural Truths most 
opposed by Puseyism. I. Justification by 
Faith. II. Contrast of Judaism and Chris- 
tianity, III. Christian and Jewish Wore 
ship. IV. Priesthood. V. Baptism and 
Regeneration. WI. Unity of the Church. 
VIL. Failure of the Church and its Results, 
VIIL. Hopes of the Church. By Joun 
Euiot Howarp. Second Edition, Bath 
and London, 18mo. pp. 154, 


In the leading principles of these Lectures 
That Puseyism is but one 
form of a disease which has afflicted the no- 
minal church more than seventeen hundred 


| years, and that even the healthiest portions of 


the church are not quite free from it, are propo- 
sitions which in our view are undeniable. Very 
much that is contained in this pamphlet de- 
serves gencral attention ; but we cannot coincide 
with the author in his conclusion that “the 
disorder of the house renders needful the return 
This seems to be equivalent 
to a declaration that the provision which the 
Master made for the guidance of the house 
during his absence was not adequate to the 
exigencies that have arisen, He taught that 
the want of his corporeal presence would be 


| more than compensated by the presence of one 


whom he would send, “even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth him not neither knoweth him.” What 
is now needed, in our opinion. is that the 
churches should walk universally, and con~ 
stantly “in the fear of the Lord and under the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost.” Let them “ walk 


jin the Spirit,” and they will “not fulfil the 


lusts of the flesh.” 


Letters to a Mother, on the management of 
herself and her children in health and disease ; 
embracing the subjects of Pregnancy, Child- 
birth, Nursing, Food, Exercise, Bathi 
Clothing, &c., Sc. With Remarks on Chloro- 
form. By J.T, Conquest, M.D., FL Se 
Member of the Royal College of Physicians, 
Consulting Physician to the Stoke Newington 
and Stamford Hill Dispensary ; Physician 
to the City of London Lying-Inn Hospital, 
London Female Penitentiary, London Orphan 
Asylum; and for many years Lecturer on 
Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and 
Children at Bartholomew's Hospital, A 
New and Enlarged Edition. ~ London: 
Longman and Co, 12mo, pp: Xv., 337. 


As soon as there is evident probability of a 
female’s becoming a mother, it is desirable that 
she should receive cautions and counsels which 
would have been previously unseasonable, Her 


: 
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own health and that of her offspring may depend 
on her avoiding mistaken courses, and availing 
_ herself of suggestions which medical experience 
and observation can furnish. For the treatment 
~ of an infant also, in its early years, knowledge 
is required which few parents possess. The 
eminent physician whose name is prefixed to 
this volume has written it for the use of readers 
of these classes; for them exclusively it is 
designed, and he has steadily kept his object in 
_ View. An unprofessional opinion will not 
ele be deemed of much value; but this 

ind of reading is not quite new to us, and we 
will venture tosay that the treatise is remarkably 
lucid, practical, and comprehensive. 


A Glance at the Globe, and at the Worlds 
around us. By Jerrreys Taytor, author 
of “sop in Rhyme,” “The Young Islunders,” 
“ Incidents of the Apostolic Age,” §c., §c. 
London: Houlston and Stoneman, 16mo. 
pp. xv., 247. 


An admirable book for the young, for whom 
it is principally designed, and scarcely less 
adapted to interest and instruct persons of 
riper age. No man could have written it unless 
he had been at once a philosopher, a poet, anda 
Christian. Astronomy, the suriace and con- 
tents of the earth, vegetables, and animals, are 
common-place subjects, but the manner in 
which they are treated of here is quite new 
and very fascinating, while there is throughout a 
successtul endeavour to lead the reader to 
admire the wisdom, power, and goodness of the 
great Creator, 


Tales about the Sun, Moon, and Stars, By 
PEeTrer Parwxry, author of Tales about 
durope, Asia, Africa, and America, Tales 
about Christmas, Black Monday, &c., §c. 
With numerous Engravings, The Fifih 
Edition, with great Additions and Improve- 
ments. London: Tegg and Co. pp, 390. 
cloth, gilt, 


Peter Parley is so popular a personage among 
our juvenile friends that they would rather 
bave astronomical information from him, 
perhaps, than from any other writer, The 
sale of four editions of this work, and the 
demand for a fifth, furnish him with a certificate 
of extensive approbation which many authors 
might envy. The purchasers of this edition 
will, however, have considerable advantage 
over those who possess the earlier impressions, 
as it contains accounts of some recent dis- 
coveries, and of that gigantic instrument for the 
acquisition of “news from afar,” Lord Rosse’s 
telescope. The plates and other decorations are 
excellent, 


The Bedfordshire Tinker: or, the History of 
John Bunyan. Written for Young Children. 
By G. E. Sarcent, Author of “ Letiers to 
Little Children ;? “Little George's First 
Journey ;? “Trades Described for the 
Young;” “The Picture Room;’ “ Great 
Truths in Simple Words,” &c. London: 
B, L. Green. 24mo, pp, 72. 


A friend, desiring to give her children some 
information respecting the author of the Pil- 
grim’s Progress, found it difficult to extract 
from any ef his published lives, a clear, in- 
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teresting, instructive, and unexceptionable 
narrative, Mr. Sargent was induced to supply 
something for the purpose, and he has furnished 
an account of Bunyan’s life for young readers, 
which they will understand and prize. He will 
do well to fulfil his purpose of following up the 
present publication with other biographies of a 
picig! character, written in the same simple 
style, 


Rural Scenes, A Sabbath School Tract. TJ. 
The Village Sabbath School. IT, The Vil- 
lage Sabbath Scholar. III. The Shepherd 
and his Lambs. IV. Seed Time and Har- 
vest. V. The Village Youths Admonished, 
By W. Assott. London and Ipswich, 


The preface tells us that “the writer of this 
little book, in accordance with the wishes of 
friends composing the baptist church of Christ 
at Wetherden, and his own deep anxiety for 
the young friends to whom portions of it were 
addressed, has committed it to press, in the 
hope that it may be useful to many others, and, 
to some extent, assist the sabbath school in the 
above village.” It is well adapted for circula- 
tion among those for whom it is designed. 


The Magnet of the Gospel. By J. R. Baume, 
the author of “ The Lever of the Gospel, 
“* The Mirror of the Gospel,” “ The Telescope 
of the Gospel,” and “The Telegraph of the 
Gospel.”’ (London: Hamilton, Adams, and 
Co. pp. 119. 


“A magnet,” says the author, “is a substance 
which attracts inferior metals. The gospel may 
be justly compared to a magnet, It is a source 
of attraction. The object of its attraction is 
the world. The centre of that attraction is the 
cross of Jesus Christ.” In this work, as in 
others by the same author, love to evangelical 
truth, and desire to diffuse it are apparent in 
every page. 


The British Reformers ; or, Selections from the 
Writings of the British Reformers, Price 6d, 
Nos. I. and II, London; R.T.S. 12mo, 


A cheap edition of a work published by the 
Tract Society about twenty years ago, in 
twelve duodecimo volumes, containing selections 
from the writings of eminent English martyrs 
of the sixteenth century. Two numbers are to 
be issued monthly till the series of twelve 
volumes is complete. These numbers con- 
tain fifty-four of the letters of John Bradford, 
of whom one of his persecutors said that he had 
done more hurt by his letters and by exhorting 
those who came to him in prison, than ever he 
did while abroad by preaching. 


Meditations and Spiritual Experiences by the 
late Rev. W. Sunparn, M.A, of Hm- 
manuel College, Cambridge, England, afier- 
wards Minister of the church of Cambridge, 
in New England, with a Prefuce by the late 
Rev. David Brainard, and an Introductory 
Essay by the Rev. J. R. Anderson, Minister 
of Knox's Free Church, Glasgow. Glasgow : 
Bryce. 24mo, pp. 137. 


The private thoughts of a worthy man who 
was driven from place to place by Land and his 
coadjutors, till he settled in New England, 
where he exercised his ministry fourteen years. 
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The" Standard Edition of the Pictorial Bible ; 
Edited by John Kitto, D.D., F.S.A. With 
many hundred Woodeuts, and thirteen En- 
gravings on Stecl. Part XII, London: 
Knight. 8yo. pp. 281. 


The reader will forgive us, we trust, if we 
reiterate more than seems to be needful, our 
often expressed opinion that for family use this 
is the most valuable book that modern times 
have produced. The part now before us extends 
from Matthew xix. to John x. 


The History of Greece: from the Earliest 
Times to A.D. 1883. For Schools and 
Families, London: R.T.S. 12mo. pp. 382. 
Price 2s, 6d, 


In a short preface, the author tells us that 
this volume diifers from any other History of 
Greece known to him ‘in bringing the 
narrative down nearly to the present time, 
and in‘ presenting the whole course of 


events in that light which is shed on them | 


by Christianity. Besides attempting to de- 
scribe the scenery, the persons, and the trans- 


actions contained in Grecian history, the writer | 


has aimed at embodying all the information he 


has found scattered through works which are | 


not strictly historical. With a view to this 
the labours of the German, as well as English 
writers have been carefully examined.” ‘The 
work appears to be what might be expected 
from this announcement; and we are glad to 


learn that it is the first of a series which the | 


Religious Tract Society is issuing for the use of 
schools and families, designed to exhibit the 
details of history “in the light of the word of 
God and in the recognition of his gracious 
providence.” It could not have undertaken an 
enterprise of more urgent importance, and we 


would earnestly entreat all who are engaged in | 


the education of youth to avail themselves of 
the opportunity now afforded to supersede 
deceptive and mischievous works which cherish 
the spirit of this world in their susceptible 
readers, and excite prejudices against every 
thing that is in accordance with the kingdom 
of the Blessed and only Potentate. 


The Present Crisis in Switzerland, and the 
Events which led to it, With Prefatory 
Remarks by the Rev, EpowARD BicKERSTETH, 
M.A,, Rector of Wotton, Herts. The 
Profits of this pamphlet will be devoted to the 
Geneva Evangelical Society, London: 
Partridge and Oakey, 8vo. pp. 27. 


Mr. Bickersteth says, “ From all I have been 
able to gather from persons on both sides, 
religion had nothing whatever to do with the 
immediate causes of the war. The conflict has 
been between revolutionary and anarchical 
rinciples on the one side, and conseryative 
orms of government on the other.” Now 
these conservative forms of government are the 
very things, throughout the continent of 
Europe, which we think the interests of true 
religion require should be removed to open the 
way for the spread of Christian truth, to which 
they have hitherto been the formidable obstacle. 
Mr. Bickersteth fears that in the end a party 
will prevail which desires that Switzerland 
should become “a sort of radical propaganda 
which would help the revolutionary spirits of 


| Sleep of Argyle. 
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Germany, Italy, &c., and hasten the new era of 
liberty after which they sigh.” Now, we do 
not think much better than he does of the men, 
but we believe that the Prince of the kings of 
the earth is making use of them, as he made 
use of Vespasian and Titus, to do work which 
must be done to open the way for his own 
triumphs, 


A Book for the Cottage, or, the History of 
Mary and ker Family. An Illustrative 


Narratice. By the Author of “ The Female | 


Visitor to the Poor.” London: Seeleys. 


24mo, pp. 204. 


Evangelical adherents of the established 
church are the only persons for the use of 
whose children this book can be recommended. 


Some FOS Fae Modern History. By the 
author of “ Letters to my Unknown Friends.” 
London: Longman and Co. 16mo, pp. 304. 


The subjects of these sketches are, Catherine 
at the Battle of the Pruth—the Death of Sir 
Philip Sidney—Some passages from “La 
Rentrée Glorieuse’—Maria ‘theresa of Pres- 
burg—the English Column at the Battle of 
Fontenoy—the Rainbow at Prague—the 
Death of Gustavus Adolphus—the Queen’s 
Prayer—the Execution of Louis XVI.—the 
The spirit is what politicians 
call Conservative. 


The Penitent Female.—The Unwedded Wife— 
The History of Sarah S.—The Shropshire 
Girls—The Father's Warning, in a Letter 
to his Son.—The Black and Dark Night. 
London: 56, Paternoster Row. 


Tracts of a special series, the first four of 
which are intended for young women, and the 
last three for young men. 


A Paraphrase and Commentary on the Epistle 
tothe Hebrews : with Treatises on the Merit- 
orious Ground of Justification, and the Call 
and Invitations of the Gospel. By Arcni- 
BALD M‘Lran, one of the Pastors of the 
Baptist Church, Edinburgh. Volume the 
Second, Elgin: Peter M‘Denald. 12mo. 
pp. 353, 


The latter half of the excellent work on the 
Hebrews, and the two treatises mentioned in 
the title page, are included in this volume, 
which is the third of the series of Mr. M‘Lean’s 
writings which the publisher is issuing in a 
cheap form. It affords us pleasure to learn 
that the fourth volume may be expected in the 
course of this month. 


Memoirs of Mr. Thomas Tatham, and of 
Wesleyan Methodism in Nottingham. By 
the Rev, Samurn Dunn. London: Tegg, 
18mo. pp. 280, 


Mr. Tatham was born in 1761, received the 
gore and joined the Methodist Society at 

ottingham in 1783, and died in 1846, He 
appears to have been indefatigable in his en- 
deavours to do good; and his correspondence 
having been extensive, a great number of letters 
are inserted in this work, some from men of 
eminence, and others from persons little known 
to fame, but all tending to illustrate the spirit 
and practical working of early Wesleyan me- 
thodism, 


| 
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A Letier to the Right Hon. Lord John Russell, 
M.P., on the Admission of Jews to Parlia- 
ment. By the Rev. 'T. R. Brrxs, J0A., 
Rector of Kelshall, Herts, and late Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. Seeleys, Flect 
Street and Hanover Street. 8vo. pp. 60. 


The author is adverse to the removal of 
restrictions which prevent the entrance of 
avowed unbelievers into parliament, if they are 
of Hebrew descent; and he writes as though 
he believed that the present members of the 
House of Commons were Christians. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


* [It should be understood that insertion in this list is not a 
mere announcement: it expresses approbation of the works 
enumerated,—not of course extending to every particular, but 
an approbation of their general character and tendency. ] 


Dr. Watts’s Divine and Moral Songs, set to Music 
and adapted expressly for the use of children. By 
Mrs. Brent. London: Houlston and Stoneman. 
royal 8vo. pp. 8%. 


Tears for the Dead. Sung by Mrs. SUNDERLAND ; 
the Words by the Rey. John Eustace Giles, the 
Music composed and respectfully dedicated by per- 
mission to the Right Honourable Lord Viscount 
Morpeth, M.P., by his Lordship’s most obedient 
servant, T. Bass, Organist, Sheffield, Author of the 
Song, “ Moonlight.” London: Price 2s. 


The Returning Prodigal: “ Who can describe the 
joys that rise?” An Ode, written by Dr. Watts. 
The Music composed for One, Three, or Four Voices, 
with a separate Accompaniment for the Organ or 
Pianoforte, by Joan Kine, Composer of the Mis- 
sionary’s Requiem, The Missionary Warrior, The 
World’s Jubilee, &e. &e. London: Ward and Co. 
Polio, pp. 4. 


A Pattern and Encouragement for Young Servants 
and Aged Saints. A Brief Memoir of Jane Dickett 
of Harlington, Middlesex. By JonATHAN GEORGE, 
of Walworth, late of Harlington. London: B. L. 
Green. Py. 17. 


Memoir of Lady Warwick : also her Diary from 
A. D. 1666 to 1672, now first published. To which 
are added, Extracts from her other Writings. 
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‘AMERICA. 


It affords us great pleasure to learn that 
in various parts of the United States, after a 
long season of depression, the work of con- 
version is proceeding with renewed frequency. 
One account says, “ Many churches in the 
western states are now enjoying revivals of 
religion. They appear to have commenced 
simultaneously with those which have existed 
extensively of late in the eastern states,” 
Another account speaks of a church in Illinois 
in which fifty-four persons have recently been 
baptized. ‘“ This church,” it is added, ‘ has 


risen up amidst much opposition, from the | 


small number of twelve members, who were 
constituted in 1837, to become a strong body, 
now numbering over two hundred.” The 
following is from the New York Observer :— 


“Tt gives us higher pleasure than we have 
had in any announcement in many months, 
to say that the Spirit of God is descending 
upon many congregations in this region, with 
converting power. We spent last sabbath in 
a large village where four or five churches 
of various denominations are enjoying a 
precious refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. To the house of one of the pastors 
with whom we were staying, eighteen persons 


came to inquire of him what they must do to | 


be saved. The work is very noiseless in its 
progress, and it was desired that no publicity 
should be given to the facts in connexion with 
the name of the place. But it will rejoice 


the people of God in other churches to hear | 


of facts like these, and while they are grateful 
for the intelligence, they will be encouraged 
to ask and labour for the same blessings upon 
themselves and others.” 


ANTI-MISSION ASSOCIATIONS, 


The Rev. P. M. Musgrave, in a letter to 
the Tennessee Baptist, alludes to an anti 
mission association, and gives some very in- 
teresting facts. He says:— 


“ Associations which have declared non- 
fellowship with the missionaries, show a 
gradual decrease every year, so that within the 
last five years, the number has decreased from 
sixty thousand to forty-five thousand, Look 
at the missionary associations, reporting their 
hundreds baptized every year, The Lord 
works with his people. He will bring dearth 
and famine on those who will not obey him. 
Brethren, come up to the help of the Lord 


against the mighty, and no longer occupy 
a back ground ; examine this great subject, 
and act promptly.” 


There is more in this paragraph than 
lies on the surface. If blighting and mildew 
come upon churches which lift the anti- 
mission flag, and in neglecting the missionary 
cause only carry out their professions, what 
sorer afflictions may those churches expect 
which profess to love the cause of missions, 
and yet violate their professions by doing 
little or nothing to sustain it? If God has 
linked the special manifestations of his favour 
with devotion to the missionary work, the fact 
hasin it as important a lesson to “ missionary” 
churches as to “ anti-mission” ones,—a lesson 
of too great practical moment to be lost.— 
New York Recorder. 


WEST INDIES. 
CUBA. 3 


So little is known to the British public re- 


| specting the religious and social state of this 


large island, that we doubt not that the fol- 
lowing summary of information respecting it, 
which we find in the New York Recorder, 
will be acceptable to many of our friends, 
especially as it is probab’e that Cuba may 
become before long the scene of important 


| events. 


Cuba is governed—literally governed; its 
officers, civil and military, are from old Spain. 
This is universally true, from the captain- 
general down to the constable, These officers 
are adventurers, as much as were those of the 
sixteenth century, and prey upon the people 
with equal selfishness, though not with so 
barbarous excess. The Spanish officials 
dealt then with the effeminate aborigines; 
now they deal with their own race. A few 
illustrations of practical oppression will 
enable the reader to appreciate the political 
condition of the ithabitants. The annual 
products of the island are valued at from 
forty to fifty millions of dollars ; the people 
pay in taxesfrom twelve to eighteen millions, 
The precise sum cannot be determined. ‘The 
government takes what it pleases, and never 
renders accounts. The duty ona barrel of 
flour imported into Cuba is ten dollars. If a 
farmer proposes to kill a hog, he must first 
weigh him alive, and then pay a tax of two 
dollars per ewt. to the hungry officials. He 
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grumbles a little for the moment, but submits, 
and waits for another robbery. On all sales 
and transfers of property, whether real or 
personal, six per cent. must be paid to the 
- government; and when this burden has led 
to sales at fictitious prices, and occasioned 
litigation, why, the cfficials get another assess- 
ment, and are the better gratified. If you 
want paper, you must pay for the government 
stamp which is upon it, in prices varying 
from twenty-five cents to nine dollars, and if 
you wish to travel you must pay roundly for 
a passport. The schools are miserable, and 
if a parent wishes to send his children abroad 
to be educated, he must either send them to 
old Spain, or he must smuggle them away. 
We know of children who have lately been 
smuggled out of Cuba, and are now in this 
country. We would tell how the thing was 
done, but for the hope that the same thing 
may be done over again. 

The American reader, under the impulses 
which freedom has awakened, asks instantly, 
why do the inhabitants of Cuba submit to 
this? Why do they not rise and throw off 
the yoke? For this there are various reasons. 
It is easier talked about than accomplished. 
There is in Cuba a small white population of 
500,000, in the midst of 1,000,000 blacks. 
The white population is widely scattered, and 
a large part of the whites are comparatively 
ignorant, and too much accustomed to sub- 
mission to feel the inspirations of free- 
dom. Besides this, the circulation of 
ideas is attended with difficulties and dangers. 
There is in Cuba no free press. The post- 
office is subject to examination,—a seal has 
nothing sacred in it. A meeting to discuss 
grievances would be accounted a conspiracy, 
and a remonstrance would be downright re- 
bellion. Six thousand officials, Spaniards, 
and with no interests in common with the 
people,—with no interests whatever except 
to grind out of the people what they can, are 
80 many spies, and an army of 24,000 men, 
twice as large as that with which General 
Scott has taken Mexico, stands ready to do 
their bidding. And even if they could sur- 
mount these difficulties, there would remain 
the blacks, who in such a crisis would be 
induced to join the authorities, and take 
vengeance on their own oppressors. Tyranny 
menaces the people on the one hand,—servile 
retribution on the author. 

Difficult as it is under these circumstances 
for the people to make known their aspira- 
tions for relief, it is nevertheless well under- 
stood that these aspirations are very general. 
And this relief is Jooked for in two sources. 
There is a Spanish population in Cuba, em- 
bracing a few landed proprietors, but made 
up mostly of petty dealers in the towns, with 
enough of adventure in their composition to 
have brought them from old Spain and to 
make them a little impatient of oppression, 
but with not enough of intelligence to enable 
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them to comprehend a true reform; and 
these turn a hopeful eye to the mother country 
and the cabinet of Madrid. What folly! 
Spain cannot take care of herself, much less 
of Cuba. Her own people are not suffered to 
maintain even the semblance of freedom, 
much less will she grant it to her colonies. 
The native population of Cuba have no faith 
whatever in such a source of relief. They 
look elsewhere. The more intelligent of 
them, landed proprietors and large com- 
mercial men, turn to the United States. 
The United States are their market. Their 
exports to this country amount to some six 
or seven millions annually. They see us 
thriving under institutions of freedom, and 
they desire for themselves the same opror- 
tunities for developing their resources, Re- 
leased from Spain, they would be delivered 
from that monstrous army. “ We want no 
army,’ said an intelligent Cuban gentleman 
to us,—“ give us freedom, and every citizen 
isa soldier, We can at once save 7,000,000 
dollars which that army costs us.” Released 
from Spain, they would have rulers taken 
from among themselves, the number of them 
would be diminished, and their monstrous 
salaries would be cut down. They go further. 
They say that annexed to us, they should 
find in the state-sovereignty which is an 
element of our institutions, a sufficient pledge 
of their independence, while at the same 
time their union with us would sufficiently 
protect them against the world. They regard 
annexation as preferable to mere independ- 
ence. They believe that property would rise 
instantly to double its present value, and 
that all the general elements of national and 
social happiness would be more than equally 
increased. These are the prevailing wishes of 
the native population. 

And they are not without a plan for real- 
ising this idea, They argue thus ;—Spain, 
after paying her 30,0(0 hirelings, including 
the army, receives not more than two or three 
millions to her own treasury, annually, from 
the island. She could therefore afford to 
sell the island for the sum of which that is 
the interest, in round numbers for 100,000,000 
dollars, and in this way pay her debt to 
England. Cuba, they say, could well afford 
to assume this debt rather than to pay the 
present enormous amount of taxes. They 
argue hence that it would be a safe public 
stock, and commend itself to capitalists. 
They do not propose to fight for freedom, 
but to buy it. 

The moral condition of Cuba is as dark 
and dismal as its political condition. How 
could it be otherwise with catholicism for its 
religion, and slavery so large an element of 
its social life! Even catholicism in Cuba is 
weak and inefficient. The government ap- 
propriates the rents of the church, and as- 
sumes the support of the clergy; but, filching 
from the church, just as she does from the 
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people, she pays the clergy so scanty a | 
pittance, that only the lowest of the sacred 
order can be procured. ‘The clergy of Cuba, 
as a general fact, are profligate and without 
moral influence. The people are consequently 
indifferent to religion. Their church edifices 
are suffered to go to decay. The government 
has stolen the money which should have re- 
paired them, and in the rural districts the 
people are too poor to raise funds for repairs 
by voluntary contributions, after having paid 
their taxes. ‘They are too depraved to care 


much for such improvement. Insome larger 
towns they raise contributions. In one, of 
which we have heard, they raised eight or 
nine thousand dollars for building a church, 
which the priest pocketed for two or three 
years, and then, when he was forced to pro- 
ceed, expended the money in the walls of 
an edifice, leaving it open to the storms, to 
which it soon fell a prey. Thus in all shapes 
is irresponsible authority abused, and thus 
are the people made to suffer. Such is 
Cuba. 

The reflecting reader will not need to be 
told that things cannot remain as they are 
in Cuba. This is the 19th century, and Cuba 
is under the very shadow of free institutions. 
She will aspire for freedom until she has it. 
Her emancipation, her independence, all 
lovers of their race will desire. Her an- 


nexation to this country will not be an | 


equally acceptable idea ;— it is required 


neither by her necessities, nor by ours; it 
might prove a calamity to both. The addition 
of a million slaves to our population, would 


be horrible to a large part of the American | 


people. But this is a question which may 


never come up for serious consideration, and | 


more appropriately belongs to the department 
of political discussion. Let earthly au- 
thorities define the boundaries of states and 
kingdoms as they please, the mission of the 
church of Christ remains the same. In or 
out of this union, Cuba is a part of the 
world which is to be evangelized, and to the 
church, and to us as a religious journalist, her 
condition is a matter of interest, considered 
as favouring or repelling this idea, In our 
view, the condition and prospects of Cuba 
favour evanglization. ‘The character of her 
clergy, their profligacy, and inefficiency, 
have weakened the hold of catholicism upon 
the people, while at the same time a sense of 
religious want is not utterly destroyed. 
Whenever changes of political condition 
render the Cubans approachable, they will 
listen to the teachings of a purer and better 
faith, A true ministry put in contrast, 
before their eyes, with the ignorant and 
corrupt priesthood to which they have been 
accustomed, will arrest their attention and 
command their respect, and the awakening of 
a new national impulse will manifest itself in 
religious inquiry. Protestants will soon find 
a theatre for successful operations in Cuba. 


| tures and exhorts to good actions. 


| obey. 
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Many American families are already resident 
in Cuba ; many Cubans have married Ame- 
rican wives. In every part of the island, 
when the day of freedom dawns, these house- 
holds will form the starting points of evan- 
gelization, and Cuba, having received political 
emancipation, will in due time rejoice in the 
higher freedom which the gospel of Jesus 
imparts, 


ASIA. 


CHINESE PROCLAMATION, 


Our readers have seen repeatedly the name 
of Mr. Roberts, an American baptist mis- 
sionary. The following curious proclamation 
has been issued respecting him by Le, the 
acting district magistrate of Pwan-yu :— 


“Whereas an American, named Roberts, 
having erected a Christian or sabbath-day 
meeting house in Tung-shih-keo street (near 
the execution ground) for the purpose of 
explaining the scriptures and reforming the 
wicked, it appears that some time ago a 
number of the rabble endeavoured by force 
to obtain money from him; but their demands 
not being complied with, they immediately 
made a great disturbance, smashing all the 
doors, windows, chairs, and tables, and carry- 
ing off all his clothes and effects: I, the 
magistrate, haying already inquired into the 
matter, and having apprehended Le-a-shang 
and eleven others who will be severally 
prosecuted, as is on record. Now I have 
examined this Roberts, and find he is still, as 
formerly, residing in the said hall or Christian 
meeting-house; and as I really apprehend 
that lawless vagabonds will assemble under 
pretence of hearing the scriptures read, and 
excite a disturbance, it is proper to issue this 
prohibitory declaration. I publish this that 
the men of all nations may know that this 
Roberts (Lo-shaou-tsewen) who resides in the 
Christian meeting-house, explains the scrip- 
You who 
desire to hear the scriptures explained may 
go there quietly for that purpose, but those 
who do not wish to hear, must not, under 
false pretences, go and create disturbances. 
If any, therefore, dare to oppose, so soon as 
the matter is investigated, such persons will 
certainly be apprehended, and severe punish- 
ment will follow. Not the slightest mercy 
will be shown ; let each therefore implicitly 
Do not oppose a special edict, 
Taukwang, 27th year, 9th moon, 30 day, 


| 7th November, 1847.” 


— 


NEW CHINESE VERSION. 


Dr. Devan has addressed a letter to Dr. 
Cone, President of the American and Foreign 
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Bible Society, which contains information in 
which our readers will feel interested, though 
it may disappoint hope that an improved 
version of the Chinese scriptures will be 
. produced that shall be satisfactory to both 
baptists and pedobaptists. The letter was 
occasioned by one which had appeared in the 
New York Observer, from a writer calling 
himself Per Fas. Dr. Devan says :— 

“Tt appears from the remarks of ‘ Per 
Fas’ (for such is the signature appended to 
the article) that he is offended with the 
address delivered by yourself at the last 
annual meeting of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society ; and more especially because 
you declared therein that the word of the 
Lord was ‘ perverted’ in the current Chinese 
versions. Your declaration was founded 
upon an extract of a letter written by me 
from Canton under date of February 20th, 
1846. With that letter you received from 
me full tables exhibiting a// the passages in 
ail the four versions now in use wherein bapto 
or its cognates, are attempted to be translated. 
My words in reference to those tables were as 
follows: ‘These prove to you that the dis- 
tinetive ordinance of our denomination is not 
merely vei/ed as in the English scriptures, but 
is truly and clearly perverted. Having 
therefore been the occasion of unpleasant 
remark against yourself, I deem it my duty 
to reply, more especially since the highly 
respectable paper in which the article ap- 
peared gives such an importance and promi- 
nence to the matter that silence might justly 
be construed into an admission of all therein 
stated. 

“The protestant missionaries in China, 
both baptist and pedobaptist, were much 
impressed with the desirableness of a fresh 
version of the Chinese scriptures: and in the 
fall of 1843 they in general convention 
divided the New Testament among them for 
that purpose—agreeing upon an interchange 
of manuscripts for mutual criticism in a way 
hereafter to be noticed. 

“ At a meeting held subsequently to this 
arrangement, there was a resolution passed 
referring to the mode of publication of the 
finally resultant version—a part of the reso- 
lution is as follows—‘ each section (i.e. baptists 
and pzdobaptists) shall be at liberty to 
recommend for publication separate editions 
of the same version agreeing in all other 
respects and only differing as to the rendering 
of this term (i.e. baptize) and that the 
version go forth to the world, not as the work 
of one party or of the other, butyas the 
result of the combined efforts of the whole.’ 

“ Per Fas declares that ‘all the baptists in 
China joined with their Christian brethren as 
to the mode of procedure regarding this word ” 
—whereas if we consult the printed official 
‘minutes’ page 2, lines one and eleven—it 
will be found that only two of the four 


paptist missionaries were present when that | 
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resolution was passed, and that at the only 
other meeting held subsequently to this, the 
same two only were present. Hence it can 
scarcely be said that ‘all the baptists in 
China’ acquiesced in such an arrangement, 
unless indeed Per Fas possesses more evi- 
dence than my residence among the mis- 
sionaries from 1844 to 1847 has enabled me 
to find. The influence that the above named 
resolution has exerted to produce the with- 
drawal of baptists from the joint effort will be 
noticed as we proceed. 

“The writer ‘Per Fas’ then goes on to 
remark: ‘ The mere philological discussion as 
to the merits of the various modes adopted 
for expressing this rite (i.e. baptism) need 
not here be entered into’? He nevertheless 
occupies a considerable space by a disquisition 
upon the words employed by different trans- 
lators of the scriptures. He observes: ‘The 
Romanists long ago adopted the term usually 
employed, viz. se Je, meaning ‘ washing” or 
‘purifying ceremony,’ as the best term they 
could find. There was nothing in this 
expression to denote sprinkling or affusion or 
immersion, or any particular form, while it 
would equally apply to all of them according 
as it was practised.’ 

“So far as my experience goes, and I 
think that of ‘ Per Fas’ will coincide, the 
people of China in their daily intercourse use 
the word se with an almost exclusive signifi- 
cation of ‘ wash.’ The command to a servant 
to se’ the ‘clothes, or the floor, or orders to a 
patient. to se a‘diseased limb were never 
understood ‘ to denote sprinkling or affusion 
or immersion,’ but the simple idea ‘ wash,’ 
and could not equally apply to all of them, 
(i.e. sprinkling, affusion, or immersion.) It 
appears to me that the general acceptance of 
a term limits as well as defines its true 
meaning. But not to dwell upon this point, 
comparatively of small moment, it is necessary 
to remind ‘ Per Fas’ and all who care for 
these things, that the baptists regard baptism 
as an ordinance typical of a belief in the 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. 
Rom. vi. 8, 4; 1 Peter iii. 21, et al. and not 
as emblematic of purification. Holding such 
views I wrote from Canton as above stated 
that the rendering of laptism as in the 
Romanist or protestant Chinese versions by a 
‘washing’ or if you please, a ‘purifying 
ceremony,’ is a ‘ perversion’ of the ordinance. 
And hence also the President of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society publicly declared 
in his address that that ‘ version can never be 
received,’ by the baptist denomination. 

“Again ‘Per Fas,’ in speaking of the 
words employed by baptist translators of the 
bible, intimates that the word ¢san employed 
by Marshman for baptize, is an ‘unusual’ 
word, and ‘little known ;’ and that the word 
yuh adopted by Dean is ‘a good word enough 
for the purpose,’ but that these as well as se 
require explanation and illustration. A 
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native Chinese scholar about forty years of 
age—(his name and address are at the service 
of any individual) in conversation upon this 
subject declared to me that the words em- 
ployed by Marshman or Dean or Goddard 
are intelligible to more than half of the 
readers among the Chinese as implying im- 
mersion. Hence when ‘ Per Fas’ inquires, 
‘Why does Dr. Cone so strongly object to a 
transfer ?’ i.e. to the introduction of a Greek 
word pa-pe-ti-zo, I would simply answer 
that the employment of a native Chinese 
word such as is admitted by ‘ Per Fas’ to be 
‘a good word enough for the purpose,’ would, 
so far as it is in use (no matter how little or 
how much) lessen the difficulty in securing a 
general understanding. Besides, every body 
knows that there is no nation on the face of 
the globe whose vanity and prejudice would 
be more aroused than the Chinese, at the 
attempt to introduce an ‘ outside barbarian’ 
word into ethics. 

“ Besides, if, as ‘ Per Mas’ very correctly 
admits, the baptists haye employed ‘a good 
word enough for the purpose,’ and yet that 
all that have ever been employed require 
equal explanation and illustration—would it 
not be well—would it not be Christian-like to 
yield this point to their weak brethren and by 
the adoption of what would apparently cost 
no sacrifice to our pedobaptist brethren 


harmonize alJ the evangelical missions in 
China? 


“In conclusion,—that the missionaries of | 
the American Baptist Missionary Union haye, | 


as a body, withdrawn from the above named 
joint effort to prepare a version of the scrip- 
tures, is indeed true. The motives that 
induced them or the circumstances that 
justified them in thus withdrawing were 
varied and numerous and it cannot be 
necessary to name them ai//, Let the follow- 
ing suftice.”’ 


_It would occupy too much of our space to 
give the whole letter, from which it appears 
that baptize is not the only important word 


on which difference of opinion subsists; but | 


we add the concluding paragraph, only pre- 
mising that the society referred to in the last 
sentence must be the General Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society. 

“Other matters might be adduced as lead- 
ing to, or as justifying the course subsequently 
taken by the missionaries of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union; we suppose, 
however, that enough has been said. Early 
in the present year, therefore, the representa- 
tives of the said American Baptist Missionary 
Union in China, did unanimously, in the name 
of that institution, as well as that of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, protest 
formally and in writing against the publication 
of the version to be prepared at Shanghai as 
a work of the combined evangelical missions 
to the Chinese. In closing, I may add that I 
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learned through the representatives of the 
English Baptist Missionary Society, that they 
also, for reasons satisfactory to themselves, 
formally declared their non-committal to the 
anticipated Shanghai revision.” 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 


Mr. Stonehouse, formerly pastor of the 
baptist church at Chipping Norton, in a 
letter dated Angaston, July 18, 1847, gives 
the following information respecting the state 
of this colony :— 


« All, or at least the greater part of what is 
said in England of this colony is true. Its pro- 
gress, and capabilities, and prospects are truly 
astonishing. Every thing is advancing rapidly 
but the cause of Christ. The population is 
fast increasing ; towns and villages are rising; 
the tone of general society is improving, and 
all around, that which not long since was a 
wilderness, is ‘ rejoicing and blossoming.’ The 
moral state of the colony is comparatively 
good—good when compared, not with other 
Australian, but I should think with any 
other British colony. There are Very many 
well educated settlers, and there is a great 
amount of intellectual energy, though almost 
exclusively devoted to the ‘ things that perish 
with the using.’ Religion is not in a pros- 
perous condition generally... I believe that 
the independents in Adelaide, under the 
pastorate fof Mr. Stow, are flourishing ; but 
beyond this I know of no really flourishing 
religious community. 
forth every energy; the episcopalians of the 
English church are doing the same. Attempts 
are being made) to saddle us with a state 
church, under the guise of an annual grant 
from the colonial treasury, for the purposes 
of religion and education ; and though offered 
alike to all that are willing to accept it, those 
amongst us whose eyes are open, feel it to be 
only the thin end of the wedge. We have 
offered to it every possible species of opposi- 
tion, but have too much reason to fear that 
the attempt will succeed, backed as it is by 
the kirk of Scotland and the Wesleyans. 
There are but comparatively few amongst us 
who understand these matters, and I greatly 
fear that unless something is speedily done 
for us by British Christians, the princi- 
ples of nonconformity, with all the noble 


| qualities that they generate, and important 


results to which, if properly cherished and 
sustained, they must lead in a colony like 
this, will either be undermined by the sophistry 
of Jesuitism, or crushed by the domineering 
arrogance of church of Englandism. It is 
of the very first importance that something 
should be done, and the colonists generally 
are so absorbed in secular matters that they 
will not at present do it themselves. It is 
necessary that the dissenting interest should 


Popery is putting ~ 


es EE ee es . » 


EUROPEAN INTELLIGENCE. 


_ be sustained where it already exists, and that 
fresh ground should be oecupied in those 
places which otherwise will very speedily be 
occupied by its natural enemies. There is 
among the people a great desire for religious 
instruction, but so great is their indifference 
as to the kind, that they will usually attach 
themselves to the first that bring it. Nor in 
the country settlements is there any choice; 
hence our present peril asa rising colony, and 
one too of no mean importance, whose in- 
fluence for good or evil must ina few years 
tell powerfully upon the surrounding colonies. 

“ There are only two independent churches, 
one very small, and about two small chapels 
supplied by lay preachers: only one baptist 
church that would be recognized as such by 
yourself or the Baptist Union; thisisat North 
Adelaide. Mr. Titherington, recently from 
England, is the pastor.” 

Mr. Stonehouse himself ministers, it ap- 
pears, to an interesting congregation at An- 
gaston, assembling in a chapel built by 
Mr. Angas. No church has been formed 
there at present. The congregation consists 
of baptists, independents, Wesleyans, and 
others, and Mr. Stonehouse states that he 
administers the Lord’s Supper regularly to 
those who were recognized members of 
churches in England. 


eee 
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BAPTIST CHURCH IN HAMBURG. 


A friend who resides in Hamburg, on the 
accuracy of whose information entire reliance 
may be placed, gives an exhilarating account 
of the state and prospects of our brethren in 
that city. During the year 1847, sixty-eight 
persons were added to the church, of whom 
some had been Lutherans, some of the 
reformed communion, some Roman catholics, 
and some Jews. The new converts have 
given much satisfaction, and eight of their 
number being descendants of Abraham, 
strenuous efforts have been made to press 
the gospel upon the attention of their He- 
brew brethren. The church has been favoured 
with internal peace, and great spiritual enjoy- 
ment, which has stimulated the people to 
increased exertion. The congregation is now 
habitually large ; many thousands have had 
the glad tidings brought before them in 
various ways during the year, and a small 
band of baptized believers has been formed 
into a distinct church in the vicinity of the 
city. 


SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


A strong party in favour of reform in 
church and state has existed in Hamburg for 
some time, and recent events have excited it 
to increased activity. A formal demand for 
the removal of ciyil and religious restrictions 
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has been at length laid before the senate, and 
the senate has yielded. On the 13th of 
March nine hundred citizens holding pro- 
perty in houses were assembled to hear the 
propositions of the senate. Our informant 
was of the number, and it appears that 
measures were then adopted which guarantee 
among other blessings, entire religious liberty, 
the severance of the church from the state, 
and the freedom of the press. The particulars 
are subjoined. 


PROPOSITIONS OF THE HAMBURG SENATE FOR 
A REFORM IN STATE AND CHURCH, LAID 
BEFORE THE FREEHOLD’ CITIZRNS, ASSEM- 
BLED MARCH 13, 1848, AND UNANIMOUSLY 
ADOPTED, 


1. Political equality to every citizen, es- 
pecially in voting and being chosen as repre- 
sentative, who renders service to the state 
either in person or by his property. 

2. Entire separation of church and state. 
The civil and political rights to be independent 
of the religious creed. 

3. Express acknowledgment of freedom, 
not alone of political, but also religious 
associations. 

4, The freehold citizens and their com- 
mittees to be replaced by a meeting of pe- 
riodically chosen representatives, and pub- 
licity of the proceedings, with the reservation 
of an absolute veto for the electors in the 
laws of high importance. 

5. The senate is no longer to be a self- 
electing body, nor chosen for life. 

6. Responsibility of every one in public 
employ. Protection of every right by 
independent courts, separate from the ad- 
ministration. 

7. Public and oral courts, Juries in 
matters of political and criminal cases,” and 
of press offences, 

8, The instruction of youth of all citizens 
to be defrayed out of public funds. 

9. The protection of national rights by a 
German parliament. 

10. Speedy introduction of a common 
German code of laws in all branches of the 
law. 

11. Free elections of the officers for the 
militia. 

12. Separation of school and church. 


GERMANY. 


We are assured that the effect produced by 
the French revolution on the whole of Ger- 
many is such that its old established political 
and religious institutions are apparently at 
the last gasp. Religious liberty 1s earnestly 
desired, as well as civil freedom ; and in very 
many places there has been exhibited of late 
great readiness to listen to the gospel. ‘The 
additions to the several churches with which 
Mr. Oncken is in connexion amounted last 
year to three hundred and fifty persons. 
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Three churches were formed in his tour last 
summer, one at Elberfetz, one at Dasslington 
in Wurtemberg, and one at Muhlhausen in 
Elsass. In Switzerland he has formed con- 
nexions which he trusts will lead to the 
formation of scriptural churches, In Hungary, 
the brethren meet with encouragement. A 
convert has been baptized in the Danube at 
Pest, and another at Vienna, 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The third annual meeting of this society 
was held at New Park Street Chapel, on 
Tuesday evening, March 7th. The treasurer, 
Joseph Fletcher, Esq., presided. The report 
stated that out of a considerable number of 
applicants for the benefit of the institution, 
the committee had selected ten, of whom 
four had completed their two years’ course of 
study, and were now settled as pastors, and 
that concerning the remaining six students, 
the most favourable reports were received 


from their respective tutors. The treasurer’s | 


account showed that the balance in hand, 
together with the subscriptions of the coming 
year, would be barely sufficient to defray the 
expenses chargeable to the conclusion of the 
term of the present students, and consequently, 
unless more assistance was speedily afforded, 
the experiment which had hitherto been 
evidently successful must soon close. The 
meeting was addressed by brethren Aldis, 
Branch, 8. Davis; Denham, George, Russell, 
and Smith, all of whom expressed their full 
conyiction that the society was eminently 
adapted under God to train up such pastors 
as many of our churches require, and that it 
was worthy of receiving liberal support. 

Congregational collections are earnestly 
requested during the present year. Sub- 
scriptions and donations Will be thankfully 
received by the treasurer, Joseph F letcher, 
Esq., Union Dock, Limehouse; by the secre- 
tary, the Rev. John Cox, Woolwich; or by 
the collector, the Rey. S. Davis, late agent to 
the Baptist Irish Society, 29, Trafalgar 
Square, Peckham. The collector will be 
happy to visit any localities where subscrip- 
tions are likely to be obtained. Correspond- 
ence with the secretary on this subject is re- 
spectfully invited, 


ASSOCIATIONS, 
NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY. 


The following is the list of churches in 


this association :— 
Beeston .....c0e eer seuntetiasnints woe Litchfield, 


Carleton-le-Moreland, 
Collingham.,... 
Der byrascanveen 


| 
} 


| Messrs. Norgrove and Craps. 
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LOSCOCsssressecserevssesveseretstscervsesees Martin. 
Newark ....++ Sec . Norgrove- 
Nottingham ... ... Edwards. 


Somth well... ccveccssssesscssrece ns . Phillips. 
Sutton-in-Ashfield & Eastfield-side...Nott. 
Batton-Ons Tan, oss st snsatoensaneduacsved 
Swanwick and Riddings bee 
Woodborough and Calverton......... Ward. 


The last annual meeting was held at 


| Collingham on the 26th and 27th of May, 


1847. Mr. Pope was chosen moderator, 
and Messrs. J. Edwards and S. Hazzledine, 
secretaries. Sermons were preached by 
The circular 
letter, which had been prepared by Mr. 
Nott, is on the best means by which members 
of our churches may co-operate with their 
pastors in promoting the prosperity of re- 
ligion, 
Statistics. 
Number of churches making returns ..,...12 


Baptised “sicdscscsccssderescaveses 
Received by letter. = 
FROBLOT ON anenccnsescesncuacorste Sas 


Removed by death......s.seeee 
Dismissed .......... 

Withdrawn.... 
Excluded 


CUGRE OGTEAHG cesnseiacisnsvicowsagueweiienenvers 
Present number, in twelye churches ...1276 
Scholars . 

Teachers 


WORCESTERSHIRE, 


The following churches are comprised in 
this body :— 


Alcester. ..s.essess ne dduBaa Rea aNN eda -M. Philpin. 
Atch-Lench ........... ..D. Crumpton. 
Cookhill and Studley..... fas 


Evesham, Cowl Street... 


Evesham, Mil) Street.... 

PETSHOLG ess uasbevenseowey F. Overbury 
Stratford.. 

Upton 5. seotienvece J. Freer. 
Westmancote Francis. 
Worcester..... W. Crowe. 


The annual meeting was held at Pershore 
July 13 and 14, 1847, Mr. Crowe was 
chosen chairman. Messrs, Fuller, Philpin 
and Stalker preached. The circular letter, 
which had been prepared by Mr, Overbury, is 
on “ The Manner in which the Members of 
Churches can best contribute tothe Efficiency 
of the Christian Ministry.” 


Statistics. 
Number of churches.... 


sunstben serveteeceeeee 10 


Baptized ..... Syanth . 35 
Received by lette: oe, SL 
Restored...ccssccoes sveese 
— 60 
Removed by death.......0000.. 20 
Dismlsecet .sccasvescosteeleiers 20 
Withdrawn.. dicesevicen 2 
Bxulnded .. cdienekenowes 10 
— 64 
Clear decrease ........0conssveves Hewiberte is 
Number of members. nas = 


SCHOLES iv seyaveaneoenverva 
Village stations ..,.. .... 


eee ree eet eey 
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LONDON. 
Thirty-two churches constitute this body :— 
BOW .cerecsssssvecerevnerves G. W. Fishbourne, 


Brixton Hill . 
Brompton ......, 
Camberwell.. 


we W. Pulsford. 
«oP. Cater. 

.E. Steane, D.D. 
Chelsea..........00..s00066.W. E. Archer. 
Church Street..,.........G. Cole. 
Devonshire Square ..,.. J. H. Hinton, A.M. 
Eagle Street.......cs..s00 R. W. Overbury. 
Eldon Street.... =4 
Greenwich .., 
Hackney.,........ r 
Henrietta Street.. 
Horsley Street..... 
Islington......... 
Kennington..... 
Kensington..... 
Keppel Street.. 
Lion Street 
Maze Pond......... 
New Park Street ........ 
IPODIRE cauctoasscer emeesenes J. A. Baynes. 
Prescot Street... = 
Regent Street . 
Salters’ Hall,. 


Shacklewell ....... Cox. 
Shakspeare’s Wa! 

Shoreditch ...... ...sssse W. Miall. 
Shouldham Street.......W. A. Blake. 
Spencer Place.............J+ Peacock, 
Tottenham ........ R. Wallace 
Vernon Square .. ...O. Clarke. 
Waterloo Road........... J. Branch. 


The fifteenth annual meeting was held at 
New Park Street Chapel, on Wednesday, | 
January 19, 1848. J. H. Allen, Esq, pre- | 
sided, A sermon was delivered by brother 
S. J. Davis. 


Statistics. 
Number of churches making returns’.,....31 


p Baptized.....-seccocrccccrscsssonee 
Received by letter ere 
Restored... ..cccccsecreees pansies 3 
— 695 
Removed by death......., aoesse lO 
Dismissed ..... . 221 
Withdrawn 93 
Excluded......006 «ai GL 
— 501 
Clear increase ..scecsecsersarscsrevrerevererens 194 
Number of MeMDEeTS......-ceseeeereeeesevees 5867 
ORDINATIONS, 


LIVERPOOL, 


On Wednesday, the Ist of March, the 
Rey. Hugh Stowel Brown was publicly or- 
dained over the baptist chureh, Myrtle Street, 
Liverpool, lately under the pastoral care of 
the Rey. James Lister. The services com- 


menced at eleven o’clock in the morning. 
Prayer was offered up by the Rev. R. B. 
Lancaster. The Rev. H. Dowson of Bradford 
gave a clear and perspicuous definition of a 
Christian church, asked the questions, which 
with Mr. Brown’s answers and confession of 
faith, gave universal satisfaction, The reasons 
for the church giving Mr. Brown a call to the 
pastoral office were given by Mr. J. T. 
Godfrey, the senior deacon. ‘The ordination 
prayer was made by Mr. Dowson, with the 
imposition of hands, in the presence of 
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seyeral ministers of various denominations, 
The Rey. T. Swan of Birmingham then de- 
livered a solemn charge to the young minister. 
In the evening, the service was commenced by 
the Rey. Dr. Raffles offering up prayer, after 
which the Rey. C. M. Birrell delivered a 
sermon to the church, and the Rev. Mr. 
White, presbyterian minister, concluded with 
prayer. The services, both morning and 
evening, filled the hearts of all who were 
present with joy and delight, which will not 
be soon effaced from the memory, more es- 
pecially of the numerous young persons who 
were then present. 


BRIDLINGTON, YORKSHIRE. 
The Rey. G. H. Orchard, late of Highgate, 


has removed to Bridlington, having accepted 
an invitation to take the oversight of the 


baptist church in that town, 


MALLING, KENT, 


The Rey. E. R. Hammond, late of Romney 
Street, Westminster, having accepted an in- 
vitation to the pastoral office from the baptist 
church at Town Malling, has commenced his 
labours there, 


BILSTON, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Mr. Thomas Skemp of Cheltenham has 
received and accepted the unanimous invita- 
tion of the baptist church, Bilston, to the 


| pastorate, and has entered upon this large 


sphere of usefulness. 


LEICESTER. 


The Rey. J. J. Owen having accepted a 
unanimous invitation to take the oversight of 
the baptist church assembling in Vine Street, 
Leicester, commenced his labours on Lord’s 
day, February 13, 1848, under the most 
fayourable prospects of success, 


RECENT DEATHS, 


MR, GEORGE WALLIS, 


This excellent and devoted Christian was 
the fifth son of William Wallis, gentleman, 
of Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire. He 
was born in the year 1766, and was ap- 
prenticed to his brother, Mr. Vincent Wallis, 
a draper at Higham Ferrers, After that he 
removed to London, and entered the family 
of Mr. Fox, one of the founders of sabbath 
schools. Soon after this he was led through 
divine Providence to hear the gospel in those 
churches of the establishment where the 
Revs. John Newton, Scott, Uecil, and Mason 
were accustomed to preach, It was through 
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the instrumentality of the last mentioned 
clergyman that he was brought to a know- 
ledge of the truth, in consequence of which 
an intimate friendship was formed between 
them. In the year 1790 he removed to 
Stony Stratford, Buckinghamshire, where he 
conducted the business of a draper and lace 
manufacturer for half a century, and his 
uprightness and integrity as a tradesman are 
still referred to with feelings of the greatest 
respect. After his settlement here he for 
some time attended at the established church, 
but the doctrines preached there so materially 
differed from those which he had been accus- 
tomed to hear in London, that he was induced 
occasionally to attend at the baptist chapel. 
At that time there were but few pious persons 
in the place, and the cause was in a low and 
languishing state. Our dear friend was not 
quite at home here; but the Lord directed 
his steps, and he was led to attend upon the 
faithful ministry of the Rey. John Goode, 
pastor of the independent church at Potter’s 
Pury, of which our friend afterwards became 
an honourable deacon, After Mr. Goode’s 
removal to London his house was open for 
the reception of those ministers who were 
appointed to supply the vacant pulpit, and 
by whom they were hospitably entertained 
for some years. In the year 1797 he was 
married to Leah Auna, the youngest daughter 
of Mr. Robert Talbot, lace merchant of 
Sharnbrook, Bedfordshire. They were 
blessed with nine children, and as the family 
increased, being unable to attend regularly 
at Potter’s Pury, a distance of three miles, 
our friend considered himself justified in 
taking steps to form an independent interest 
in the town of Stony Stratford. Accordingly, 
in the year 1809, a place was provided, and 
fitted up principally at his expense. The 
pulpit was supplied by the students of New- 
port Pagnell College, and neighbouring minis- 
ters; and he supported this interest till the 
new chapel was built in 1823. 

Early associations and family connexions 
induced him from this time to unite with 
the baptist church, which had much revived 
under the ministry of the Rev. John Sim- 
mons, now of Bluntisham, Huntingdonshire, 
and with this church he communed till his 
death. Our deceased friend and his partner 
had many deep waters of affliction to pass 
through. Five of their daughters and two 
sons grew up to years of maturity, whom they 
fondly hoped would be their solace and com- 
fort in declining years; but they were 
culled to mourn the loss of six of them ina 
short period, In the year 1835 their daughter 
Mary’s health began to decline; her complaint 
baffled all medical skill, and she fell into the 
arms of death, Sept. 5, aged twenty-nine 
years. Her end truly was happy, as she was 
prepared to enjoy the society of the blessed 
above. Their daughter Ann, who was mar- 
ried, died May 8, 1836, aged twenty-eight 
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years. Here the parents had not to mourn 
as those that had no hope. In her illness 
she spoke of Jesus having left a sweet per- 
fume in the grave, and that he would receive 
her departed spirit at death. She also ex- 
pressed a deep solicitude that her infant 
might be taught to know the God whom angels 
love. A little more than three years had 
passed away, when this Christian father was 
summoned to a distant part of the country to 
give his paternal consolation to another dying 
child, his youngest daughter, Temperance, also 
married, who was brought to an early grave 
from weakness left by fever, on January 16, 
1840, aged twenty-eight years. She was an 
amiable and happy Christian; her piety was 
ardent and sincere, and her end was peace, 
A few months elapsed, when it was evident 
that the seeds of mortality were visible in 
the constitution of Vincent, the youngest 
son, and it pleased an all-wise God to take 
him away from this time-state October 7, 1840, 
at the age of thirty years. It may truly be 
said that as he fell into the arms of death, so 
he fell into the bosom of Jesus. He was 
aware that his affliction would soon bring 
him to the house appointed for all the living, 
and he meekly bowed to the sovereign will of 
the all-wise Disposer of events. Again death 
entered the family, and another beloved 
daughter, Leah Anna, aged thirty-eight years, 
fellasleep in Jesus, Novemher 2, 1841, She 
was a Christian of some standing, and ex- 
changed earth for heaven. Another and 
only surviving daughter was the subject of a 
shattered constitution, from repeated and 
severe indisposition. Her health gradually 
gave away, and she also died December 7, 
1844, aged forty-six years. She was the 
wife of Mr. Thomas Knighton, oldest deacon 
of the baptist church at Stony Stratford, and 
mother of the late George Wallis Knighton, 
missionary student at Stepney College, who 
died on the 4th October, 1844, aged twenty- 
one years, This painful bereavement no 
doubt hastened her end. She had an ardent 
desire that her son might be a successful 
labourer in the Lord’s vineyard. She had 
been a useful and devoted member of the 
church of Christ for twenty-six years. It 
is a consoling thought to the bereaved parents 
that all their children died in the full assurance 
of hope of a blessed immortality, Our dear 
friend was a tender father and an affectionate 
parent, and these repeated trials sank deep 
into his heart. He often mused with deep 
emotion on past events, and the mysteries of 
Providence, and eyed the hand of God in all 
his dealings with him, and could say with 
Job, ‘The Lord gave and the Lord hath 
taken away, and blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” Thus our departed friend lived the 
life and died the death of a Christian, His 
views of divine truth were what is generally 
called orthodox, and his whole conduct was 
regulated by the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


a 
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For many years he visited the surrounding 
villages and made known the unsearchable 
riches of Christ to their inhabitants with 
much acceptance and success. His natural 
_endowments and self-possession eminently 
fitted him for this self-denying and all-im- 
portant work. There are many still living 
who can testify that his labours were not in 
vain in the Lord. The truths he thus pro- 
claimed to others were the support and con- 
solation of his own mind in the midst of all 
the complicated afflictions through which he 
passed. He was greatly beloved by all who 
were intimately acquainted with him, for his 
amiable and truly Christian character and 
unsectarian spirit. His generosity and kind- 
ness to the poor were almost unexampled, 
but very few appealed to him in their desti- 
tution and affliction without success. He 
took great delight in reading and meditating 
upon the standard works of the old divines, 
by which his mind was richly furnished with 
evangelical truth. 
of the love and mercy of God in Christ. 
During the latter period of his life, tis time 
was spent in meditation on divine truth, as he 
was not able to read, through the dimness of 
his sight. As the years of his pilgrimage 
drew to a close he evidently ripened for that 
blissful state which he was soon to enter. 
His hope was exclusively and habitually fixed 
on Christ. Salvation was the theme of his 
discourse to all who visited him. His end 
drawing near, he manifested a readiness to 
depart; and gently falling into the arms of 
death, without a sigh or a struggle, his happy 
spirit ascended to the regions of peace and 
love, there to dwell in the presence of his 
much-loved Lord, December 2, 1847, in the 
eighty-second year of his age. 

His remains were interred in the family 
vault at the baptist church, December 11, 
1847, and his death was improved by the 
Rey. E. L. Forster on the following sabbath 
evening, from Job vy. 26, 27, to a very crowded 
congregation, 


—— 


MR. JOHN SHARP. 


Died at his house, Lisson Grove North, 
January 13, 1848, Mr. John Sharp, aged 
eighty-seven. More than sixty years since, 
he left Falmouth in Jamaica, a stranger in a 
strange land, but a gracious God regarded 
him in mercy, prospered his efforts in pro- 
vidence, and enriched him with a good hope 
through grace. His only hope in life and 
death was the glorious person and finished 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


MR. 8S. CHAPPELL, 


Mr. Stephen Chappell, for eighteen years 
a faithful and beloved deacon of the baptist 
church at Staines, Middlesex, finished his 


He had expansive views | 
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course honourably after three weeks’ illness, 
on the 18th of February, aged sixty-eight 
years. By his death the church has lost an 
invaluable member, and the pastor a true and 
faithful friend. 


—e 


MISS E. PRATT. 


Miss Emma Pratt, third daughter of Mr. 
Pratt, deacon of the baptist church, Bishop’s 
Stortford, died in the Lord on the morning 
of Saturday, February 19, 1848, in her 
twenty-fourth year. She was a member of 
Dr, Steane’s church, Camberwell. Mr. B. 
Hodgkins improved her death to a crowded 
congregation on Lord’s day evening, February 
27, from Luke viii, 52, “ And all wept and 
bewailed her ; but he said, Weep not; she 
is not dead, but sleepeth,” 


MRS. ANN HUCKEL. 


Died at Willingham, Cambridgeshire, 
February 22nd, Mrs. Ann Huckel, a valuable 
member of the second baptist church in the 
above place. Her death was preceded by a 
long and painful affliction, during which she 
gave many testimonies to the value of re- 
ligion in sickness and at the near approach of 
death. As her end drew near she often re- 
peated the following lines :— 


“ Joyful with all the strength I have 
My quivering lips should sing, 

Where is thy boasted victory, grave, 
And where the monster’s sting ?” 


and was raised up in her bed several times to 
sing a verse of some favourite hymn. She 
felt much of her unworthiness, as one who 
had sinned against the Lord, and would fre- 
quently exclaim, “ What a mercy that there 
is a fountain opened for sin and uncleanness.” 
It was evident that she found joy and peace 
in believing, and that even in the valley of the 
shadow of death she feared no evil, 


es 


MR. R. CANE. 


Died at Hurn, near Parley, Hampshire, 
February 23, 1848, Mr, Richard Cane, in 
the eighty-third year of his age. He was 
for many years a consistent member of the 
baptist church at Wimbourne, but in the 
latter part of his. life worshipped with the 
friends of Christ at Parley. He was a warm- 
hearted friend to the cause of Christ both at 
home and abroad, and did all in his power to 
support it. The minister and people at 
Parley have lost a most kind and sincere 
friend in the death of this aged saint. His 
death was improved by the minister, Mr. 
Alcock, from Job y. 26, “Thou shalt come 
to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of 
corn cometh in inhis season.” 
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MR. T. SMITII. 


Died February 27th, at his residence, the 
Hill’s Farm, Attleborough, Norfolk, after a 
long and severe affliction, aged sixty-six, Mr. 
Theophilus Smith, the eldest surviving son of 
the late Rev. Thomas Smith, pastor of the 
baptist church, Shelfanger, near Diss, in the 
same county. Mr. Smith was a straight- 
forward, upright, and consistent dissenter, 
and had been for many years an honourable, 
yaluable, and highly respected deacon of that 
church; the pastor, church, and congregation 
have now to sustain a loss which will be long 
and severely felt, and the chasm death has 
here made will not speedily be filled up. 
It was through the instrumentality of the de- 
ceased and another friend, who has some years 
since entered his rest, that a cause was com- 
menced in Attleborough, by hiring a room 
which was regularly kept open by them for 
worship, and the writer of the present notice 
has heard the deceased remark, that “ fre- 
quently they had been the on/y two persons 
present, when one read a hymnand a portion 
of the scriptures, the other prayed :” on one 
occasion the friend above referred to, who was 


then a brother deacon, was the only person | 


present; but the doors were not closed without 
previously reading a portion of the scriptures 
and engaging in prayer; and though the 


yet they never forsook the cause. A chapel 
has since been built, from which the subject 
of this memoir was permitted to see the debt 
removed. [His brother deacon died suddenly 
as he was preparing for the prayer-meeting on 
a sabbath morning; our recently departed 
brother on a sabbath evening. A short time 
before his departure our friend especially com- 
mended his two youngest children (the 
others being all from home and settled in 
life) to the care of his Father, to be their 
Father, and besought them affectionately 


“to keep from sin, and live near to the | 
a 


Lord ;” and added, ** The Lord be gracious 


to me; I trust alone in the mercy of Christ, | 


and his loye to sinners: these alone are my 
comforts. I feel a guilty, weak, and worth- 
less worm, but on his kind arms I fall. I 
want to be clothed in the spotless robe of 
Christ’s righteousness, for the love of Christ 
is ever new.” He died without a struggle or 
a groan, relying on Christ. 

Mr. Smith was a man of superior talent 
and mechanical skill, and he was anxious 
that any worldly distinction or honour he 
received should be instrumental in promoting 
the glory of God and the good of his fellow 
creatures, Through the kindness of the 
Earl of Albemarle he had an introduction to 
Prince Albert at Windsor Castle, when a 
variety of ingenious models invented by Mr. 
Smith, for improving the construction of the 
plough, were submitted to and obtained the 
approbation of his royal highness. At this 
interview Mr. Smith took the opportunity of 
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personally presenting to his royal highness a 
poem written by himself, addressed to her 
Majesty the Queen, accompanied by one to 
his royal highness the Prince of Wales, both 
of which were accepted by her Majesty; and 
shortly after, a beautiful family bible, ele- 
gantly bound and emblazoned with the royal 
arms, was transmitted from Windsor Castle, 
in which is the following inscription -— 
“ Presented by command of Her Majesty 
To Mr. THEOPHILUS SMITH, 
The Hill’s Farm, 


Attleborough, Norfolk. 
Oct. Ist, 1841.” 


On the receipt of this unexpected present, 
the royal autograph and that of Prince 
Albert were, at Mr. Smith’s request, inserted 
in the sacred volume. The bible thus dis- 
tinguished, will be long preserved by the 
family in remembrance of the deceased, 


MRS, ANN JONES. 


Died February 28, 1848, Mrs. Anne Jones, 
Merthyr Tydvil, in her seventy-fifth year. 
She had been a member of the baptist church 
at Zion Chapel for thirty-four years. During 
that long period she maintained her religious 
character unsullied. Her piety was deep 


_and fervent, embodying itself in love of 
church has had great difficulties to encounter, | 


devotion, a keen relish for the services and 
enjoyments of the sanctuary, habitual study 


| and reverence of the sacred oracles, and a 


| life marked by purity and benevolence. 


Her 
prudence and decision were uot less con- 
spicuous than her placidity of mind and 
sweetness of disposition; but she was pre- 
eminently distinguished by her liberality, 
Though by no means in affluent circumstances, 
she was eyer ready to contribute towards the 
cause of religion. It was her delight to 
relieve distress, especially that of the house- 
hold of faith, and many aged pious matrons 
there are now weeping, and showing the coats 
and garments which she made while she was 
with them. But her kindness to the ministers 
of religion was unbounded ; her house was 
open to them at all times. There, after toil 
and travel, they obtained rest and refreshment, 
ministered with an unostentatious, but heart- 
felt cordiality, The indigent student always 
received a cheering welcome, and departed 
carrying along with him memorials of her 
generosity. There are but few baptist ministers 
in the principality who have not had reason 
to retain a grateful remembrance of her hos- 
pitality. While she abounded in good works, 
her humility was unfeigned ; disclaiming all 
merit, she earnestly and thankfully pointed 
to the great Sacrifice as the sole basis of her 
hope. 

In about a year after her baptism she was 
left a widow, with the charge of four young 
boys, two of whom in a short time died, 
and the management of the business of 
manufacturing flannel, From that period 
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till her last illness she conducted her secular 
affairs with singular discretion, probity, and 
industry. All persons implicitly confided in 
her veracity and honesty. Her children 
were the objects of much anxiety; but her 
care and prayers were not in vain. Her elder 
son, a man whose worth is exceeded only by 
his modesty, is a deacon of the church of 
which she was a member; the other is a 
minister of the gospel, the Rey. Abraham 
Jones, late of Chatham. 

Her health, which was always delicate, was 
completely undermined by an attack of the 
epidemic so prevalent at the close of last 
year. She had been prepared for the result. 
Her piety, which had been perceptibly ma- 
turing, produced, in the season of affliction, 
the blessed fruits of resignation and joy. As 
she stood on the verge of life, her fears sub- 
sided, her confidence grew firm, and her as- 
surance undoubted, that a union subsisted 
betwixt her soul and the Saviour. Her 
faith sustained her amidst great debility. She 
commended her sons with affection and 
earnestness to the God of all grace, and 
panting for her final deliverance and _ per- 
fection, often exclaimed, “ Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly.” She left the world, having a 
good report of all men, and of the truth 
itself. 


MR. D. REES. 


On the 2nd of March, at Cardigan, in his 
forty-ninth year, Mr, David Rees, merchant, 
and one of the councilmen of the borough of 
Cardigan, died, leaving a wife, four children, 
and a large circle of relations and friends to 
deplore his early removal from the sphere of 
his usefulness. He endured a very severe 
affliction for several months with Christian 
resignation, and was mercifully sustained by 
consolation from above, so that death was no 
terror to him, but often longed to be released 
from his tenement of clay ; and at last, “ one 
gentle sigh his fetters broke,” and his spirit 
fled to the place where sorrow and sighing 
are for ever done away. His heavenly Father 
had “ chosen him in the furnace of affliction,” 
and while in it he was so far refined as to be 
able to say, “ I know in whom I have believed. 
I know that my Redeemer liveth.” He was 
a deacon of the baptist church at Cardigan, 
and his removal, it is to be feared, will be an 
irreparable loss to the church, of which he 
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was so useful a member, and to the denomi- 
nation at large, to which he was go liberal a 
supporter. So universally respected was he 
by all classes, that his demise has cast a gloom 
over the town and neighbourhood, and every 
one mournfully exclaims, “‘ We haye lost a 
good man,” 


“Mute is the tongue, the eye is closed 
Where kindness spake, where feeling beamed ; 
In death’s deep sleep he lies composed, 
Silent, lamented, and esteemed.” 


His funeral took place on the following 
Wednesday, when the Rev. R. Evans of 
Verwick read and prayed in the house ; then 
the corpse was removed to the hearse, and 
conveyed to Penybryn baptist chapel, to be 
interred, his fellow deacons acting as bearers. 
At the chapel the Rey. W. Thomas of 
Blaenwann read and prayed; the Rey. J, 
Lloyd of Ebenezer (in the unavoidable 
absence of the Rey. D. Rees) preached his 
funeral sermon, from Isaiah lv. 8, 9, the text 
selected by the deceased; and the Rey. D. 
George of Jabez, closed in prayer. After 
the coffin was lowered to the vault prepared 
for it, the Rey. N. Thomas of Citvowir de- 
livered a short oration in English and Welsh, 
and the Rey. D. Davies of Cardigan, inde- 
pendent, closed the solemnities in prayer. 
“The sepulchre has closed its gates 
Upon his quiet bed of dust, 
And there the slumbering body waits 
The resurrection of the just.” 

Considering the very unpropitious state of 
the weather, the funeral was very numerously 
and respectably attended, including four 
clergymen, ten dissenting ministers, and six 
medical men. As a mark of respect to the 
deceased all the principal shops in the town 
were closed, and the tears that bedewed the 
faces of scores present bespoke the feelings of 
their hearts, Peace he to his dust. 


MISS HERNAMAN. 


An interesting account of this lady ap- 
peared in our last, but with an incorrect 
spelling of her name, the R in the first 
syllable having been taken for an S, The 
word vanity was also substituted for variety, 
in a sentence at the commencement of the 
second page which should have been, “ Who- 
ever might be carried away with the variety 
or novelty of new opinions or systems, she 
was not.” 
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ee 


CHAPEL DEBT EXTINCTION. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. J. 
R. Quinton, in his proposal for the above 
VOL, XI.—FOURTII SERIES, 


named pitr'pose contained in your last number 

laments the lapse of time since it has been 

noticed in your magazine. He charitably 

attributes this neglect to “the absence of a 

well-concerted plan,” thereby i 
H 
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while “he declines to allude to the proposi- 
tions contained in your former pages.” * 
The difference between Mr. Quinton’s plan 
and those other propositions, is contained and 
contrasted in two words, giving and lending, 
and the contrast is explained by the text as 
relating to the poor or to the Lord. 

The nature of the investment proposed by 
Mr. Quinton does not need a reference to 
scripture, nor require “ the full explanation of 
an experienced accountant,” the sysTeM 
OF TERMINABLE ANNUITIES is a loan of money 
to poor churches at four per cent. INTEREST, 
upon mortgage of a new kind, the repay- 
ment to the lender to be secured in some 
way not explained in the proposal: there 
certainly is an abatement of one per cent. 
interest from five, and the reduced value of 
money constitutes the transaction a bonus of 
one per cent. above three to the lender; there 
is NO GIFT in the case. Being an advocate 
for giving money without any return to the 
donor, and thereby to raise a fund for lending 
to our churches withowt interest, and having 
witnessed the practical benefits resulting from 
its operation, allow me, sir, to profit by Mr. 


Quinton’s reproof for silence, and to ask your | 


permission again to refer to the proceedings 
of the Baptist Building Fund, by the fol- 
lowing statement. A legacy of one thousand 
pounds from the late Dr. Newman induced 
the committee of that institution to adopt 
Mr. Bowser’s very excellent plan. 
have lent the money without interest to nine 
churches, taking the security from each church 


of the note of hand of four persons; they, | 
jointly and separately engaging to guarantee | 


the repayment of the whole ; which repay- 
ment is to be made by twenty half-yearly 
equal instalments, rendering the whole re- 
turnable in ten years, The nature of the 
security so given by four members of each 
church, each of whom is liable for the whole 
loan ; a stimulus to them all to urge the 
preparation of the installment which they 
are bound to forward at the time named. 
The operation commenced in July, 1846, 
and the nine churches relieved have returned 
one hundred and fifty pounds to Michaelmas 
last. Thus, sir, the money given by a con- 
tributor is not expended. It operates to 
“arouse independent exertion,” and it “ de- 
stroys that most humiliating and exhausting 
incubus,” THE INTEREST OF MONEY, created 
by the system of borrowing upon either inter- 
minable or ¢erminable annuities. If, sir, 


* It is due to Mr. Quinton to say that his com- 
munication, as originally submitted to us, included 
romarks on other plans which had been adyoeated in 
our pages ; but that we declined the insertion, partly 
because of their length, and partly because we 
foresaw that they would preduce a lengthened con- 
troversy, in which several writers would be anxious 
to take part, but which would be uninteresting to a 
large portion of our readers. It was at our sug- 


gestion that he confined himself to an explanation of 
his own plan,—Ep, 
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the imperative duty of annihilating debt had 
practically operated upon every member of 
the denomination asforcibly as its continuance 
oppresses many of our churches and weighs 
down their suffering laborious pastors, ten 
thousand pounds would immediately have 
been added by donations to Dr. Newman’s 
legacy, and as immediately distributed by the 
Building Fund committee. Speculative pro- 
jects for investment of money for worldly 
purposes may be useful and right, but that 
cause which is not of the world should be 
upheld upon purer principles, emanating 
from Him who gave himself to found it, and 
who commands the gratitude and obedient 
selfdevotion of every one who is vitally 
united to him in spirit and in truth. Allow 
me to add that a society is formed, adapted 
for, and equal to the completion of the im- 
portant object—THE EXTINCTION OF CHAPEL 
peBTs. The business is conducted without 
any expense, and were thousands more at its 
disposal, no expense would attend the dis- 
tribution. Sixteen churches have been as- 
sisted; £1550 of debt paid off, and an annual 
return of £150 secured for future investment. 
Thus the principle of the society is not based 
upon simple, but compound interest; the 
Nnecessitous are not merely extricated from 
thraldom, but are rendered the instruments of 
extended benefit. The capital is not spent, 


| every donation increasesa perpetual and ever 
They 


acting source of reyolying advantage. To 


| this society, THE Barrist BuiLpine Funp, I 


very respectfully and most earnestly invite 
attention. For it I entreat liberal and ex- 
tensive aid; not for an evanescent but an 
enduriug benefit. And I would urge one 
further motive, that the principal burden of 
an existing debt lies with the severest pressure 
upon the pastor of the church. If this letter 
should excite the attention and sufficiently 
interest the feelings of any friend of baptist 
churches to induce a contribution for their 
permanent aid, I shall as treasurer gratefully 
receive and apply it to the Baptist Building 
Fund. 
I am, dear sir, 
Sincerely yours, 
Joseru FLercuer, 

Union Dock, Limehouse, March 10, 1848. 


QUERY AND ANSWER, 


A Family of Constant Readers propose this 
inquiry: “Is there any trath in the saying 
“that there are a great many more men than 
“women in the world, or any portion of it ? 
“and is there any positive prophecy in the 
“ Bible that it ever shall be so 2” 


We are not aware of any prophecy bearing 
on this subject, but the regularity of the 
proportion between the sexes, through several 
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thousand years, affords a remarkable illus- 
tration of the providential government of the 
Great Ruler. At the time of the last census, 
there were in the United Kingdom, 13,301,711 
males, and 13,742,528 females, the majority 
of females being 440,817 : a number perhaps 
not greater than that of the male natives of 
Britaiu, who were on the seas and in foreign 
lands. This general equality is the more 
wonderful, as the number of males born into 
the world is greater than that of females. In 
Europe it has been ascertained that there are 
born 106 males to every 100 females; in 
other words, about fourteen males to every 
thirteen females. But this is compensated 
by female longevity. In the year in which 
the last census was taken, it appears that in 
England, of every 100,000 males, 2,238 
died ; but of every 100,000 females only 
2,083 died. In 1844, the latest year of 
which we have the registration at hand, of 
every 100,000 males, 2,236 died; but of 
every 100,000 females, only 2,074. Women 
live longer, on the average, than men, but 
more male children are born than female ; and 
thus, by the infinite wisdom of the Creator 
and Preserver of our race, that equality of 
numbers is kept up, which is so necessary to 
the well-being of the species,—Ep. 


ee 
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Events have taken place on the continent 
of Europe of the most momentous character, 
with which none of our readers can be un- 
acquainted, and on which it is not necessary 
that we should comment. It is, however, a 
very remarkable fact which we cannot refrain 
from mentioning, that the persecution of our 
baptist brethren in the department of |’ Aisne, 
which we mentioned in our number for 
February, led to the overthrow of the French 
monarchy. They did not indeed attempt to 
avenge themselves, nor did the Parisians 
intend to avenge them ; yet their condemna- 
tion occasioned the downfall of the govern- 
ment. The law which was brought into 
operation against them was not enacted to 
prevent religious meetings, but meetings for 
political purposes, This law had not been 
acted upon for many years, and it was doubt- 
ful whether a prosecution under it could be 
sustained. But when the Court of Cassation 
had confirmed the decision of the Court of 
Amiens, condemning the meetings of the 
baptists as illegal, we are informed that 
Guizot said, “‘this is the law for me!” 
Trusting to this decision, he determined to 
prohibit the gréat reform banquet, the pro- 
hibition of which was the immediate occasion 
of the fall of himself and his master, Cer- 
tain it is that it was the same law which had 
been applied, at the instigation of a Romish 
bishop, to the suppression of the haptists, 
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which the government attempted to enforce 
against those political opponents who have 
proved too strong for them, | 


In our own country, the government have 
made as good a choice as they could of a 
successor to the late archbishop of Canter- 
bury, by appointing to the office Dr. John 
Bird Sumner, twenty years bishop of Chester, 
an evangelical and liberal-minded prelate. 
Tlis exaltation will probably show how little 
good can be effected by an excellent man, in 
a position so little resembling that of a 
primitive minister of Christ as that which he 
now occupies. A temporary difficulty has 
however arisen, which has prevented what 
is called his “ enthronization.” Before the 
primate of all England can be enthroned, he 
must do homage to the sovereign. Her 
Majesty having recently given birth to a 
sixth child is not able at present to receive 
him for this purpose, and the ceremony is in 
consequence deferred. In reference to this 
fact, the Record observes, with admirable 
simplicity, “It is singular that so many 
events should have lately occurred, tending 
to analyze and exhibit the position of the 
church and its dignitaries in relation to the 
state.” 


Some of our readers are aware that a few 
months ago the conductors of the Baptist 
Tract Society reprinted, with some alterations 
and additions, an article which had appeared 
in this magazine under the title of “ The 
Oxford Blue.” Thinking that some parts of 
the newly-introduced matter treated in- 
juriously the reputation of a deceased minister, 
who had suffered much for conscience’ sake, 
and who in his latter days had been our per- 
sonal friend, and conceiving also that an un- 
warrantable liberty had been taken with 
what we had written, we commented on the 
tract, in a Brief Notice, with some severity. 
Explanations have subsequently been Jaid 
before us which induce us to revert to the 
subject again, We are perfectly convinced 
that the committee of the Baptist ‘Tract 
Society did not intend to do anything unfair 
or dishonourable ; and we think it right to 
exonerate also, in a great degree, the gentle- 
man by whose hand the alterations and ad- 
ditions were made. As he states that he did 
not mean to impugn the integrity of Mr, 
Morris, in those observations which ap- 
peared to us to impeach that good man’s 
motives, as well as the propriety of the 
course he adopted, we wish to withdraw 
every thing that could be regarded as cf- 
fensive in the tone and phraseology of our 
remarks, There are indeed one or two 
epithets which we employed on the supposi- 
tion that we were dealing with an anonymous 
plagiarist, which we should not have used 
had we remembered the fact that the Baptist 
Tract Society had an avowed responsible 
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editor. To that gentleman personally we 
should not have thought it right to apply 
those epithets under any circumstances, 
Should it happen again, however, that any- 
thing that we have written is considered 
worthy to be reprinted, it does appear to us 
that it ought to be accompanied with some 
acknowledgment of the source whence it is 
taken, and that if it seem desirable that 
alterations should be made, consultation on 
the subject might be advantageous, 


Dr, Murch having taken a residence near 
Watford, though he continues to discharge 
his pastoral duties at Rickmansworth, it may 
be convenient to his correspondents to know 
that letters should now be addressed to him 
at Watford, Herts. 


The Rev. Stephen Davis, Iate of the 
Baptist Irish Society, has removed to 29, 
Trafalgar Square, New Peckham, London. 


We are informed that the Rev. David 
Phillips has resigned the charge of the church 
at Camrose, Pembrokeshire, after a pastorate 
of eight years. 


The sudden death of the Rey. John Bird 
of Hammersmith, recorded in our last, has 
left all the younger members of a large 
family in great destitution. A subscription 
on their behalf has been generously com- 
menced, and we believe that our wrapper 
will contain an advertisement respecting it, 
which we hope will not be overlooked. 


As it may be convenient to the reader to 
have a list of the intended Annual Meetings 
in London for April chronologically arranged, 
we subjoin the following :— 


Tnurspay, Aprit 20rn. 


In the morning, at eleven o'clock, a prayer- 
meeting in the Baptist Mission House, Moor- 
gate Street. 

In the evening at half past six, service 
at Surrey Chapel. Mr. Sherman, the es- 
teemed minister of the chapel, had engaged 
to preach ; but a severe domestic affliction 
having compelled him to. relinquish his in- 
tention, Dr. Archer of Oxendon Chapel has 
very kindly undertaken to supply his place, 


Fripay, Apri 21st. 


In the morning, at ten o’clock, the Annual 
Session of the Baptist Union will be held at 
the Mission House. The Rev. W. H. Murch, 
D.D. has consented to take the chair. 

In the evening, at half past six o'clock, 
service will commence at Salters’ Hall Chapel, 
Cannon Street, when the Rev. William 
Robinson of Kettering is expected to preach 
on behalf of the Baptist Irish Society. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCIRPT. 


Lorp's Day, Aprit 23RD. 


Sermons on behalf of the Baptist Mission 
are to be preached in many chapels, a list 
of which will be found in the Missicnary 
Herald. 


Monpay, Aprit 247H. 


In the morning, at ten o’clock, A General 
Meeting of the Subscribers to the Baptist 
Irish Society will be held at the Mission 
House, for the election of a Committee, and 
the transaction of other business. 


In the evening at six o’clock, the annual 
Public Meeting of the friends of the Baptist 
Home Missionary Society will be held in 
Finsbury Chapel. 


TuESDAY, APRIL 25TH. 


In the morning, at ten o’clock, the General 
Meeting of Subscribers to the Baptist 
Missionary Society will be held in the Mission 
House, for the election of a Committee and 
the transaction of other business, 


Wepnespay, Apri 267TH. 


In the morning, at half past eight, Ministers 
educated at the Colleges of Bristol, Stepney, 
and Bradford, will breakfast with their tutors 
in three rooms in the Guildhall Coffee House. 
A united conference may probably be held 
after breakfast. 


In the forenoon, at eleven o’clock, service 
is to commence at the Poultry Chapel, when 
the Rev. C, M. Birrell has engaged to preach 
on behalf of the Baptist Mission. 


In the evening, at six o’clock, the annual 
Public Meeting of the Bible Translation 
Society will be held in New Park Street 
Chapel. ‘ 


Tuurspay, APRIL 27TH, 


In the morning, at ten o’clock, the annual 
Public Meeting of the Baptist Missionary 
Society will be held in Exeter Hall. The 
chair to be taken by John Henderson, Esq., 
of Glasgow. 


In the evening at half past six, the Public 
Meeting of the Baptist Union will be held 
in New Park Street Chapel, Dr. Murch in 
the chair. 


On the Thursday evening also, at six o’clock, 
the seventh Annual Meeting of the Baptist 
Tract Society is to be held in Trinity Chapel, 
Trinity Square, Southwark ; Robert Lush, 
Esq., in the chair. 


Fripay, Aprit 28rn, 


Tn the morning, at eleven o'clock, a Meet- 
ing of the Subscribers to the Hanserd Knollys 
Society will be held in Salters’ Hall Chapel, 
Charles Jones, Esq., Treasurer, in the chair, 


In the evening, at half past six, an ad- 
journed Public Meeting of the Baptist 
Missionary Society will be held in Finsbury 
Chapel; the chair to be taken by Robert 
Lush, Esq. 
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In our last number, a letter from Mr. Thomas was quoted, in which he referred 
to a visit which Messrs. Pearce and Wenger were about to pay to Barisal, and a 
journey Mr. Page was about to undertake in another direction. Ina letter dated 
January 8th he adverts again to these facts, and gives some additional information. 


Brother Page has returned from his mis- 
sionary excursion, and gives a pleasing account 
of the labours of himself and companions, and 
of their reception by the people. We have 
not yet heard from our dear brethren Pearce 


and Wenger, but hope all is going on well with | 


them. 

I am contriving to go out with my 
family next week, and shall try to be away 
about ten or twelve days; but to leave only 
for a day or two is exceedingly difficuit, but 
I feel it necessary to attempt it, for the sake | 
of my health. It will, however, be only a| 
very partial relaxation that I shall be able to 
secure, as I shall have much to do while out. 


| Still, breathing the fresh river air may prove 
very beneficial. Last year my trip did not 
do me half the good it probably would, could 
|I have managed to leave my work at home, 
but I could not. 

Brother Robinson is here from Dacca; he 
is expecting to hear from you. I have de- 
livered your message, or rather, shown him 
your letter. He is not at all anxious to visit 
England. Just now he seems in pretty good 
health, but says the hot weather tries him 
exceedingly, and Dr, Wise wrote me a note 
saying we must not be deceived by his present 
good appearance. When shall we have more 
men sent to our help? Do not forget us. 


HAURAH. 


Mr. Morgan, who in his last communication had informed us that he was 


unwell, now mentions his restoration to health. 


At the close of the rains I bought a pony 
to enable me to visit distant villages with 
rapidity and without exhausting my strength. 
By this means I am enabled to do more work. 
On account of the badness of the rouds, there 
is no alternative, but either riding or walking; 
the latter leaves but little strength to stand 
up to preach. 

The native preacher and myself have made 
preaching to the heathen a paramount object. 
{n the accomplishment of this work we have 
preached on the high roads, bazars, and vil- 
lages. To this we are encouraged by the 


He adds,— 


attention of the people, and their kind recep- 
tion. To those who are living in the country 
there is evidently a great change going on 
among the people; especially a growing dis- 
like to the brahmins, and consequently a 
gradual diminution of gifts. Of this the brah- 
mins have complained to me in bitter terns. 

I hope that the churches will remember us 
in their prayers and in their contributions. 
We can bear expatriation, and every other 
trial connected with a missionary life, but to 
be coldly regarded and reluctantly supported, 
would be our greatest trial. 


BENARES. 


Our friends here are about to build a school-house in the military lines at a 


short distance from the city, for the schools there which number at present eighty 
or ninety boys. Mr. Small says that it will serve at certain hours for a reading 
room for the soldiers, and also for a place in which to hold religious and temper- 
ance meetings. The expense will, he hopes, be defrayed there, a convenient spot 
of ground having been granted for the purpose by the military authorities. Mr. 
Small obseryes that the forte and fayourite work of his coadjutors is preaching to 
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the Gentiles; of their manner of doing which, Mr. Heinig has furnished a 


specimen, in an account of a recent tour, 


I am happy to say, through mercy, since 
my return to Benares I have enjoyed a great 
measure of health and strength, so that 1 and 
my native preacher have been enabled daily 
to go forth mornings and evenings to proclaim 
to the multitudes of this city the blessings the 
gospel imparts. I often think how gratified 
the friends of missions would be could they 
see the listening multitudes by whom we are 
thronged, and hear them, as they constantly 
do, assent to the truths of the gospel; and 
although at present there is not much inga- 
thering, yet from the arguments I have held 
with the people recently, I am quite sure they 
diligently read our scriptures, and converse 
among themselves, and I trust the day is not 
far distant when the sons and daughters of 
this land will be brought into the fold of 
Christ. 

I will now proceed to give you an account 
of an itmerant journey I have recently made 
with Solomon, my native preacher, 

We went to the Baliya fair (mela), about 
forty-three cos (eighty-six miles) from Be- 
nares, and arrived there on the 14th of No- 
vember last; but finding the mela had not 
commenced, we went forth to the surrounding 
villages to speak of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. The people listened in these places 
remarkably well, and we distributed several 
tracts and single gospels. In a village near 
Balliya I engaged in a conversation with 
several pandits and their friends, who were all 
sitting a group reading something out of their 
shasters. After having reasoned with them, 
and showed them the insufficiency of their 
gods and idols to save them, and after 
putting them in mind that, according to their 
shasters, they can expect no salvation or 
any protection from their gods, especially their 
Autars, because they all had done their work 
for which they appeared in Satyug, Dwapar, 
and Tretas, but none of them had any com- 


mission to do any thing for them in Kalyug ; | p 


besides, I told them you must feel the insuf- 
ficiency of all your worship, and labour to 
become meet for heaven; that, after all the 
pains you take, not a single sin has been par- 
doned, but that you are in your walk and 
conversation just the same as before, and that 
after your death your children testify that you 
are lost, and that all your righteousness has 
not delivered you from the torments of hell, 
&e.; after which explanation I preached to 
them Christ, and what God had done through 
him for us; and what Christ had done, and 
how he purchased our salvation, and that God 
now desires us to believe and to accept his 
word and the justification through Christ by 
faith in him, and repentance of and forsaking 
of sin. ; 
This conversation had a good effect upon 
them all, so that after several days, when 


which we subjoin. 


I again passed that place, they called me, 
and inquired further into the way and manner 
of the salvation of Jesus Christ and its blessed 
effects, and earnestly desired to have the 
gospel, that they might read it themselves, 
with which I complied. 

I had also opportunity to converse with 
the pandits of another temple opposite the 
Brishy Muni temple, who appeared on the 
whole very civil and polite. They argued 
very reasonably, and were attentive to the 
answers they received to their various objec- 
tons. 

At the beginning of the fair, it appeared to 
me, that but very few people would visit it, 
but I was greatly mistaken, The second day 
before the bathing-day, numbers of people 
came together from every quarter, so that we 
were engaged from morning till night. Mr. 
Ziemann, from Chupra, had joined us. We 
had chosen a very convenient and suitable 
place, where two chief roads met together in 
one that leads to the Brishy Muni temple, 
which, after bathing, the people visit to pay 
their oblations. At this place we had crowds 
upon crowds of people, who listened exceed- 
ingly well to the convincing truths of the 
Saviour. All objections were satisfactorily 
answered, and as far as reason goes, they all 
were convinced that in none there is salvation 
but in Jesus alone; only two infidels we had 
to contend with, but also they could not 
resist the truth, but what they before denied 
they were obliged to acknowledge, which had 
a beneficial effect on the crowd, who stood 
and listened, and waited to see who would be 
the conqueror. We three, that is, myself, 
Solomon, and Mr. Ziemann, had spoken so 
much and so long, that the day after the 
bathing day, when the multitudes left the 
place, our voices entirely failed; but we were 
thankful to the Lord that he had enabled us 
to do a little among such a vast multitude of 
eople, and we humbly trust that the Lord 
will bless this feeble labour to his own glory. 
We had distributed to all that could read— 


Of the Deo, Kaithi, and Nagri, single gospels 300 
Of the Hindustani, single gospels .....esese0e « 150 
Of the Sanskrit, ditto..., 150 
Of Tracts! veses SHUynerageamoseepoecvesorens .. 200 


After the multitudes had dispersed, as it 1s 
my general custom, I went round the mela to 
see if there were any of the books torn up 
which had been distributed, but I was much 
gratified to find there was not one fragment 
torn up; which, I think, proves the people 
must take more pleasure in perusing our 
books than they did in former days, as we 
frequently found many of the tracts torn up. 

Wednesday morning early we started for 


| Barkagawn, being eight miles from Balliya, 


UF Tea 


~~ 
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but what a sight! as far as the eye could 
view, nothing but people thronging the road 
on their way homewards. Here we had again 
much opportunity of speaking to them, but 
what astonished them most was, that | walked 
along with them; “ why,” I answered them, 
“how could I talk to you if I rode ina buggy? 
and how profitable it would be if you attended 
to what I tell you.” After having had much 
conversation with the people who walked 
with us on the way, we left Barkagawn, and 
started next morning for Latudi, the distance 
being eight miles. Also here we conversed 
on the way with those that returned from the 
mela. 

On Friday morning we left for Moham- 
dabad, being ten miles, On the road we 
passed through several villages, where we 
halted, and engaged in preaching. After 
arriving at our destination for that day, we 
went in the city, which is chiefly inhabited by 
Mohammedans, On reading John in, 16, 
several of them immediately began to question 
about Jesus being the Son of God, but I told 
them to wait a little, and listen to what I had to 
tell them, when I showed that we all are sinners 
and rebels in his sight, and that not one of the 
whole human race had obeyed his commands 
written upon the tables of our hearts ; that it 
would only be justice on God’s part to throw 
us all into hell, and banish us to all eternity 
from his presence, &c. Then I showed them 
that no one is justified in his sight by duing 
good works, and that if we did good works, it 
is only our duty towards the poor, and that 
we had nothing to expect from God for them; 
besides, God cannot accept our good works 
done with the view of obtaining pardon of our 
sins and eternal elory, for without money and 
without price, we had estranged ourselves 
from God, and broken his law, and without 
money and without price we are redeemed; 
and that this redemption is completed through 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, who beeame 
our Saviour, &c. After I had done speaking, 
not one objected. We gave several Hindustani 
gospels and tracts. 

We left early on Saturday, and arrived 
at Mhowbagh, in Ghazipur, being thirteen 
miles. The Dinapur artillery division had 
halted there on their march to Sultanpur 
for their usual practice. 1 was much delighted 
in finding three brethren amongst them, who 
came in the evening to my tent for a prayer- 
meeting, They marched away on Sunday 
morning, but I stayed to preach in the city, 
where both Hindoos und Mohammedans lis- 
tenedremarkably well, and Idistributed several 
books and tracts, When I returned to my 
tent, I found there had arrived a detacliment 
of a Risalah going up the country. Several 
of them came to my tent in the evening, and 
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T conversed with them till a very late hour. 
They, being Mohammedans, were very igno- 
rant of their own creed, and depended, con- 
cerning their faith, entirely on their maulwi. 

On Monday morning we marched to Nan- 
ganj, being twelve miles. This place isa very 
insignificant one, and besides our being several 
times engaged on the road, we had here no 
opportunity of speaking. We were very tired, 
and the next day being again such a long 
march, we took rest as much as possible. 

OnTuesday morning early westarted for Said- 
pur, being twelve miles. In crossing a small 
river I met with a rich Mahajan, who had re- 
turned from the mela. In conversing with him, 
he said that he had observed our union and 
harmony at the mela, and also heard us 
preaching ; and that he had been thinking all 
along on the way that there is some excellency 
in Christianity, and had compared it with his 
worship, and found that his is only a delusion. 
He said that he would think more of Chris- 
tianity, and pay mea visit, Having arrived 
at Saidpur, we preached at several places in 
the city, but the people appeared very indif- 
ferent. Those that heard were attentive, but 
showed no desire for books, and no inclination 
to converse. 

On Wednesday early we advanced to 
Chanbaper, being ten miles. After we had 
pitched our tent and refreshed ourselves, 
we went to speak to the people. One brah- 
man was very angry that the people listened 
to our maintaining that their gods were insuf- 
ficient and incapxbie to save them, aad that 
they stood in need of a more powerful Saviour. 
Our explanations appeared quite rezson- 
able to them, but the brahman went away in 
a rage, and stood and listened afar off. Next 
morniug early we left for Benares, a distance 
twelve miles and a half. We arrived in 
health and safety home, our hearts being fall 
of gratitude and praise to the Lord, who thus 
had afforded us rich opportunities to sow the 
seed of eternal truth. May he now in his 
merey bless it to his own glory and the 
inestimable benefit of immortal souls, that 
many may turn from their errors to seek 
earnestly for salvation through Jesus Christ 
who without hiia must perish for ever. Lord, 
have merey! Dear Christian friends, assist 


/us with your fervent prayers ! 


A few days azo we had also a large mela 
near my dwelling. Solomon and I went out 
early in the morning, and were engaged, with 
the exception of a hasty breakfast, till evening. 
There was work here for seven or eight mis- 
sionaries, and very glad should I have been to 
have seen them on the spot, but myself and two 
native preachers were all who were present to 
address the immense multitude. We dis- 
tributed about fifty books and tracts. 
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AGRA. 


On the thirtieth of December last, Mr. Makepeace wrote as follows :— 


In the early part of the year I visited | 
Gwalior in company with Mr. Dannenberg 
and two native agents. Two objects were | 
contemplated and secured by this missionary 
excursion. I was enabled to preach to muny | 
of the inhabitants, and also to procure a 
goodly amount of contribution towards the 
erection of the new mission house at Chitaura. | 
During the hot and rainy seasons I have not 
made, with but one exception, any distant | 
tour; but Domingo, one of the native agents 
under my immediate charge, has generally 
been absent from the station fourteen days in 
each month. He is a zealous and devoted 
man, a comfort to myself and an ornament to 
the mission. His labours have been abun- 
dant, as will appear from the following 
summary :— 

From June ist to December 31st, 


Visited, on foot........ .. 140 places 
Ditto, on horsebai - 318 


458 in 7 months. 


During a tour which he made in April | 
last, in company with Mr. Williams, he re- | 
ceived a cheering token of the divine appro- 
bation. A poor Hindoo, who had long been 
wandering in quest of salvation, was attracted 
to the spot where he was preaching Jesus as 


the only Redeemer of men. His attention 
was arrested, and, after the discourse, he 


visited Domingo at his lodging, that he might 
learn from him “ the way of God more per- 
fectly.” Four or five months subsequent to 
this interview, the anxious inquirer visited 
Agra, found out Domingo, and took up his 
abole in the mission compound. Domingo 
hes been to him, since the period of his 
arrival, as a spiritual father, frequently 
uniting with him in prayer and instructing 
him in the things ‘‘ which make for his 
peace.” He has given satisfactory evidence 
of a change of heart, and a few days ago 
publicly declared himself to be ‘‘on the Lord’s 
side.” 

The second native agent under my super- 
vision is Manuel. His labours have not been 
so extensive as Domingo’s, owing in some 
measure to the circumstance that he does not 
draw horse-allowance from the society. Ilis 
efforts are confined to the city and the vil- 
lages immediately adjacent. During the cold 
season, which has now set in, I generally 
accompany Domingo to a distance. The 
plan we have sometimes adopted is to rise 
early, and travel four, five, or six miles to a 
remote village or villages. There we are 
sure to find a number of people clustering 
round the fire ere they sally forth to their 
respective occupations. At this time we ob- 
tain larger congregations than at any sub- 
sequent period of the day. 


eee 


MADRAS. 


A letter from Mr. Page, dated January 13th, gives a pleasing account of the 
work in which he is engaged, and the prospects of usefulness in this important 


station. 


In my last letter I mentioned that we had 
hired a room for public worship. We opened 
it November 14, 1847, and had congregations 
of about forty in the morning and sixty in 
the evening. We hold two services on the 
Lord’s day, and one in the week. Our con- 
gregations have steadily increased, and we | 
hope the time is not far distant when the) 
place will be too strait for us, and we must 
build a chapel. oy 

A church has been formed, consisting of 
those baptists who reside in Madras and its 
immediate vicinity, The number of members | 
present at the formation of the church, in- 
cluding Mrs. Page and myself, was fourteen. 
One has been added to us since, and next 
Lord’s day two are to be baptized, in one of | 
whom I see the first-fruits of my missionary 


labour here. I have also pleasing hopes con- 
cerning one or two others, 


As to pecuniary matters, we have opened 
{wo accounts, one for the current expenses, 
such as rent, lights, &c., and I hope eventu- 
ally the minister’s support; the other, for 
building and furnishing a chapel, and for 
carrying out various plans of usefulness in 
connexion with the church. Towards the 
former, the members of the church and con- 
gregation only contribute, and I hope they 
will raise sufficient to meet all the expenses, 
except my salary, and that they will soon finda 
part of that. Very high expectations, how- 
ever, cannot be entertained, for all the mem- 
bers of the church, with one or two excep- 
tions, are very poor. I have no reason, 
however, to complain of any want of liber- 
ality. I believe the members of the chureh 
do all subscribe more towards their place of 
worship than persons of the same class and 
means do at home, Towards the chapel 
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fund, the members give according to their 
ability, and to it we devote all the money 
received from friends not immediately con- 
nected with us. 

In addition to the weekly services at the 
room, I have two others in destitute parts. of 
the city in which the East Indian population 
dwell. In one of them a room is lent to us, 
so that we have not one farthing expense. 
In the other we have hired a small house, 
which serves both for a weekly service and a 
Sunday school. For this we draw upon the 
chapel fund. The men who are mem- 
bers of the churck work with me at these 
stations, one or two going with tracts to the 
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people in the neighbourhood about an hour 
before the service, and inviting them to 
attend. We get variously from ten to thirty 
people together. ; 

Pray do send out one or two men to this 
part of India, Here I am alone, and am. 
doing nothing for the heathen; and there is 
no one near me to advise with on any per- 
plexing conjuncture, and no one to look after 
the church and congregation when I visit the 
out-stations. 

I was much cheered on the last sabbath in 


| 1847, by the presence of Mr. and Mrs, Sutton, 


and Mrs. and Miss Yates, who landed here 
while the ‘* Wellesley ” was in the roads, 


The baptist church at Madras has addressed a Circular to their brethren of the 
same faith in Southern India, proposing, first, the formation of a baptist associa- 
tion, and, secondly, the formation of an Auxiliary to the English Baptist Mission~ 
ary Society. The following are extracts :— 


“After much anxious deliberation, and 
earnest prayer for divine guidance, we venture 
now to invite your serious attention to a few 
thoughts, which have deeply exercised our 
own minds, relative to the state of the deno- 
mination to which it is our privilege to 
belong, in this part of India. 

“« By the good hand of the Lord our God 
upon us, we, who are located here, have been 
permitted to unite into a Christian chureh, 
and are now enjoying, statedly, the ministry 
of the word and the ordinances of religion ; 
and, although our number is but small, we 
have pleasing tokens for good, and are look- 
ing, hopefully, for the blessing of Him who 
can make the little one become a thousand. 
For this we give thanks to the Great Shep- 
herd, and we would invite you, dear brethren, 
in the exercise of that sympathy which re- 
joices with those who rejoice, as well as 
weeps with those who weep, to aid us in the 
grateful employ. ‘Tt is a good thing to give 
thanks unto the Lord,’ 

“Our rejoicing on our own behalf is, 
however, mingled with much anxiety on ac~ 
count of the state of that section of the Chris- 
tian church with which we are connected, 
Believing, as we do, that our sentiments as 
baptists are scriptural, and that the adoption 
of infant sprinkling, in place of believers? 
immersion, 1s not a mere harmless mistake, 
but a great practical error, which has de- 
stroyed the purity of the church, and, by the 
nominal Christianity it has created, is now 
the great hindrance to the conversion of the 
world, we cannot but think it highly im- 
portant that all, who hold the sentiments of 
the baptists, should give a united and em- 
phatie testimony in support of their distin- 
guishing principles, and should especially 
combine their exertions in this land, to pre- 
sent the gospel to the heathen, free from the 


error which has produced so serious evils, 
But, when we look to the state of the baptist 
brethren in Southern India, we are painfully 
affected with the fact, that though they exist 
in no inconsiderable number, they are neither 
united to bear testimony to their principles, 
nor are their exertions combined for the dif- 
fusion of the gospel among the heathen. They 
exist as individuals, not as a distinct and well 
organized section of Immanuel’s army. vet; 
surely, if the peculiar sentiments of any body 
of Christians will warrant a separate denomi- 
national existence, on their part; the peculiar 
sentiments of the baptists demand it on theirs. 
They maintain no mere theoretic dogma; but 
a practical principle, essential to the purity of 
the church. 

““ Baptists of Southern India! we appeal 
to you. Are not the principles you hold— 
principles, on account of which your ances- 
tors braved fires, and tortures, and death— 
are not these worthy your united action, in 
these peaceful days? Do you not think that 
believers’ baptism is based on the word of 
God? Is not infant baptism as mischievous 
as it is unscriptural? Has it not made the 
chureh worldly, produced the monstrosity of 
a Christian nation which is not a nation of 
Christians, and thereby formed a caricature 
of the church of Christ, to be the cause of 
mockery, and, what is worse, of deception to 
the heathen to this day? With your views of 
truth, can you rest without some effort to 
unmask the delusion, and to limit the Chris- 
tian profession and the Christian name to 
believers only. Brethren, we write strongly, 
but we do it because we are in earnest, and 
have a deep and growing conviction of the 
importance of our principles, both to the 
purity of the church and the conversion of 
the world, 


“We ask you, will you unite with us? It 


FOR APRIL, 1848. 


248 


is a noble work that we propose—to give the | fraternally with them, to the full extent that 


gospel to the heathen, with scriptural views of 
the Christian profession, and of the application 
of the Christian name. Let us combine for 
this work ; and, while we carefully avoid an 
attitude of unnecessary hostility towards other 
bodies of Christians, and endeavour to act 


conscience will allow, or charity prompt, let 
us at the same’ time be faithful to our own 
convictions of duty, and to that truth, of 
which it is our privilege and our honour to 
be the only advocates,” 


A small baptist church exists, it appears, at Bangalore, from which Mr. Page 
has received a letter containing the following passages :— 


The announcement in the public prints of | 
your safe arrival at Madras filled us all with | 
joy and sincere gratitude to Almighty God 
for his merciful preservation of you during 
the voyage out, and the receipt of your truly | 
Christian and most affectionate epistle, en- 
hanced, if possible, the depth of those feelings. 

Some among us have long yearned for the | 
advent of a baptist mission to our coast as 
betokening the dawn of a better day for the 
true church of God in this land; and, blessed 
be his holy name for sparing us to see our 
wishes realized. May He who has directed 
your steps to this long neglected portion of 
his pasture, endue you richly with heavenly 
wisdom, strengthen your hands for the work 
before you, and enable you by sound preach- 
ing and holy example to show yourself ap- 
proved of God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. May your labours in India be crowned 
with many seals of your apostleship in the 
Lord, and may the good steward’s recompence 
be yours in the kingdom which is to come. 

Tt will afford us much happiness to meet 
your wishes by corresponding with you 
monthly, and our prayers shall be constantly 
offered at the throne of grace for the success 
of your ministry. 

The Waldensian, or Free Baptist Church 
at Bangalore, dates its origin from the month 
of August, 1846. At that perioda few adults 
who had been brought by the free grace of 
God to a saving knowledge of His truth, and 
by prayerful study of the holy scriptures to a 


happy unity of spirit in matters of faith, were 
immersed by brother Day, a Weldensian pro- 
fessor, on a public declaration of their belief 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Subsequent conversions and immersions 
having increased their number, the brethren 
felt it their duty to separate from other deno- 
minations, and unite in strict fellowship, as 
disciples holding “one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.” Southern India being then desti- 
tute of any baptist church, or sympathizing 
pastor, to whom they might refer for advice, 
they cast themselves on the sole guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, and formed their church on 
the purely scriptural model of the ancient 
Waldenses, whose plain doctrines and simple 
discipline they profess in all things to follow, 
believing the same to be eminently apostoli- 
eal. 

Brother John William Day was called to 
the office of ruling elder, by the unanimous 
voice of the church, and solemnly set apart 
by “lifting up of hands ” and prayer. 

Brother John Fuller was chosen deacon in 
the same manner, 

Religious worship is conducted as in other 
baptist churches, by sacred singing, reading 
the scriptures, and extempore prayer, All 
the brethren pray in turn, when so disposed. 
Any brother who possesses the gift, and has a 
word of exhortation to offer, is permitted to do 
so, with sobriety and discretion, Lectures on 
points of faith and practice, or on baptist 
principles, are delivered occasionally. Prayer 
meetings are held at the houses of the breth- 
ren in rotation throughout the week, and on 
the evening of every Lord's day the whole 
church assembles in some convenient place 
to commemorate the Redeemer’s dying love. 
To this ordinance none are admitted but 
such as have been openly immersed after 
evident conversion, and continue to walk 
steadfastly in newness of life. 


For the remainder of Foreign Intelligence see page 247. 


244 THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


ANNIVERSARY SERVICES. 


A Meeting for Srrcrat Prayer, in connection with the Baptist Missionary 
Society, will be held in the Library of the Mission House on the morning of 
Thursday, April 20th, at eleven o’clock. 


ANNUAL SERMONS, APRIL 20th & 26th. 


The Committee have much pleasure in announcing that the annual sermons on 
behalf of the Society will be preached by the Rev. Tuomas Arcuer, D.D., of London, 
and the Rev. Caartus M. Binrett, of Liverpool. The former will preach at 
Surrey Chapel on the evening of Thursday, April 20th, and the latter at the 
Poultry Chapel, on the morning of Wednesday, April 26th. 


Service to commence in the evening at half-past six, and in the morning at 
eleven: 


. SERMONS, LORD’S DAY, APRIL 25rd, 


The following are the arrangements (so far as completed) for April 28rd. 
The afternoon services marked thus * are intended for the young. 


PLACES, | mornina. AFTERNOON, EVENING. 
Alfred Place, Kent Road .,....,Rev. W. Young...... Sve | wee’ Suey Re AEE. Wong 
AlieuStreet, Little <chtceskerus Rev. J, Rothery .,,,Rev. Mr. Belgrave,,.|Rev. G. Isaac 
Austin Street, Shoreditch ...... Rev, D. R. Stephen Rey, W. Miall*...... 
MSALUSTSED uve siateureinarcvonvecry Rev, CO. B. Birt aia.) sys hee. cee acs) POWs, We CEOS 
Blandford Street ape vanskapvaceee Rey. E. Carey ...... wes es tee oe | ReV, We Bo Bowes 
BOW measncis cvee’ reaubedweteote suectd Rey. G.W. Fishbourne}... 4... «. |Rev. G. W. Fishbourne 
Brentiord, INGW eisssvrvertecsees Rev. T. Smith ,,,... wre tee ase eee) [Rev. E, Carey 
Brixton Hill(Salem Chapel),,./Rev. C. Stovel ...... vse tse eee oe (Rev. D. R. Stephen 
USDOMP LOL cpaccdsenacsasveanes veces Rey. P. Cater ...... ose ess ane ate) | ROY ater 
Camberwell viimcusscserscecdvses Rey. W. B. Bowes |Rev. W. Fraser* .,.!Rev, W. M. Bunting 
Chelsea, Paradise Chapel ...... Rev. J, Cubitt ...... see eee ue os «HOV. J. Burton 
Church Strect, Blackfriars,,..., Rev. J. Webb ...... Rev. 8. 8S. Dubourg*/Rev, W. Upton, jun. 
Deptford, Lower Road ......... Rev, A. Major ...... tee eee nee nee [Reve A, Major 
Devonshire Square .,.........s00 Reaves Addis. .vecs tee ere ee ae [Rev. W. Brock 
Wagle: Stresticsachesseceemeee Rey. T. Winter...... Rev. John Branch*f/Rev. R. W. Overbury 


Eldon Street (on April 9.) , me tee cesses eee) |Rev. J. Angus, a1.4 
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PLACES, MORNING, 
Gravesend, Zion Chapel......... Rey. E.S, Pryce, B.A. 
Greenwich, London Street.,.... Fg 
Greenwich, Lewisham Road ,,, Rev.J.C. Butterworth 


EDT CKHOV Me teicas cccesscpa cacvesetsece 


Hammersmith .............:0000000 


Hampstead, First Church ...... 
Harlington (In March) ......... 
IESRECHANFs <caeccacs cresvacaaebvsvavc 
Henrietta Street-s....s.sasrccness 
Highgate .,...0...e0 saasenscow asics 
FLOMELEGIN Geteescceees se <e pereeneeees| 


Hoxton, Buttesland Street......| 
Islington: Green: .........-.0seocse4 
John Street, Bedford Row...... 
Kennington, Charles Street ...| 
Kensall Green .......02.0 ayes 


Kensington ........000 Sespaeanenns 


Wseppel Street <ccc-eenese-a0se 


Maze Pond ....... Rpaseenaee copies 
New Park Street......cc.cssseooss 
Poplar ....000e evsessvore Sopeeeeene | 


Frescot Street, Little ............ 
Regent Street, Lambeth 


seeeeaaee 


Romford .,...ccsssseceesseoees 
Romney Street, Westminster... 
Balters’ Hall.......ccssssrsceeveeees 
Shacklewell .,.......cccccssssseese: 
Shakespeare’s Walk(on pril 30) 
Shoreditch, Ebenezer Chapel... 
Shouldham Street, Paddington 
Spencer Place (April 30) ...... 
Stepney College Chapel......... 
Tottenham .... 


ee eeee beeen verseeeee 


Trinity Chapel, Borough 


\Rey.J.Leechman,m.a 


...ev. C. Attwood ... 


_.|Rev. S, Davies 


,|Rev.J.H.Hinton,m.a 


|Rev. W. Fraser 


ey. Dr. Gox'scececce 


Rev. J. Castleden.,, 
Rev. G. Pritchard... 
Rey, J. Angus, ma, 
Rev. Dr. Hoby ...... 
Rev. S. Evans ...... 
Rev. D. Curtis ...... 
Rev. G. Isaac.,,...... 


Rey. J. Smith ..... 


tee eee 


Rey. D. Katterns ... 


Rey. T. Pottenger... 
Rev. Dr. Murch...... 
Rey. W. Crowe 


‘Rev. Jos 


AFTERNOON, 


EVENING, 


Rey. I. M. Soule*., 


. Burton* 


eee eee 


eee eee 


Rey.R.H. Marten,B,.A.* 


|Rey. J. Davis......... 


Rey. H. J. Betts ... 
Rev. 8. J. Davis .., 
Rey. Dr. Godwin ... 
Rev. T. Moore ...... 
Rev. W. Elliott...... 
Rey. J. M. Daniell 


Rev, J. Peacock ... 
Rey. W. Jones 


Rey. J. J. Davies ... 
Rey. B. Lewis 


seeeee 


Unicorn Yard, Tooley goa 


Rey. W. H, Bonner| 


Rev. E. Davis.....+. 


eee 


Rey. T. Moore ...... 


Rev. W. A. Blake... 


Rev, E. 8. Pryce,s.a. 


eee eos 


Rev. J, Russell 
Rev. J, M. Daniell 


eee 


.|Rev, D. Katterns 


‘Rey. J. Castleden 


Rev, G. Pritchard 
Rey.J.H. Hinton,m.a 
ReyJ.C. Butterworth 
Rey. S, Evans 

Rev. D. Curtis 

Rey. J. Rothery 
Rev, T. Pottenger 


see aoe 


Rey. C. Attwood 
. B. Swallow 

. W. G. Lewis 
. T, Winter 
Rey. J. Aldis 

Rey. J, Smith 

Rey. J. Sprigg, M.A. 
Rey. C, Stovel 
Rev.J.Leechman,M.A 
Rey. T. Josephs 
Rev. H, J. Betts 


|Rev. J.J. Davies 


Rey. R. H. Marten, B.A. 


eee 


Rey. W. Elliott 


wee 


Rey. Dr, Hoby 


‘Rev. J. Angus, M.A. 


Rey, Dr. Murch 
Rev. R. Wallace, 1.4 
Rev. J. Webb 


ees vee 


Rey. W, H. Bonner 
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PLACES, MORNING, | AFTERNOON. EVENING. 
Vernon Chapel  ....00..scsecer ose | REVe O. Clarke ...... ih gesgcgs Sanh oN a T. F. Abbott 
Walworth, Lion Street ......... Rey. W. Brock ...... Rey. John Curwen* | Rey. H. J. Gamble 
Walworth, Horsley Street ...... Rev. J. George ...... aud sds) ooo! ode Li Rey, J) Angina a, AS 
Waterloo Road.........+++ acute Rey. J. Branch.....0:) ses yeas) s+ <c- |ReV. J» Gubity 
Wild Street, Little ...........00. Rev. C. Woollacott | ... + se «. |Rev. C. Woollacott 
Woolwich, Queen Street ......] ... soe see ove Sdeel «3, el [Reveds Davis 


Collections will be made after these services. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF JUVENILE AUXILIARIES, APRIL 24th. 


The annual meeting of the young friends of the Society will be held on 
Monday, April 24th, (Faster Monday,) at Finsbury Chapel, Moorfields. The 
chair will be taken at two o'clock in the afternoon. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY, APRIL 25th. 


A General Meeting of the members of the Society will be held at the Mission 
House, Moorgéte Street, on the morning of Tuesday, the 25th of April, for the 
election of the Committee for the ensuing year, and the transaction of other 
business. 

The chair will be taken at ten o’clock. 

This meeting is for members only. All subscribers of 10s. 6d. or upwards, donors of £10 or 
upwards, pastors of churches which make an annual contribution, or ministers who collect annually 


for the Society, and one of the executors on the payment of a legacy of £50 or upwards, are 
entitled to attend. 


ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING, APRIL 27th. 


The annual public meeting of the Society will be held in Exerrr Hatt, Srranp, 
on Thursday, the 27th of April: the chair will be taken by Joan Hrnperson, Esq., 
of Glasgow, at ten o'clock, 

Tickets for the meeting may be obtained at the Mission House in Moorgate 
Street, or at the vestries of the various chapels. 


The adjourned meeting will be held at Finssury Caaren, Moorrrxps, on the 
evening of Friday, April 28th. The chair will be taken by Rosert Lusu, Esq., 
at half-past six. 


a 


NOTICE. 


Ministers who intend coming to town to the meetings, and are desirous of 
being received into the house of some friend, are requested to send an intimation 
of their wish to the Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, not later than 
he a Arye » j } i 
tae texta or Aran. He will have much pleasure in making the necessary 
arrangements. 


FOR APRIL, 1848. 
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WEST INDIES. 


BAHAMAS. 


From Nassau we have a letter dated January 16th, written by our friend Mr, 
Littlewood, whose distressing state of health has caused a suspension of his 
labours for some months, and now impedes those active exertions in which he 
formerly delighted. The reader will sympathize with him in reference both to 
his afflictions and his desire for further usefulness. 


Through the infinite mercy of our God I 
continue till the present moment, and in 
looking back upon the past I am constrained 
to exclaim, “‘ Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
me.” Goodness and mercy have followed 
me all the days of my life, and not one good 
thing hath failed of all that the Lord hath 
promised, 

The past year has been marked with 
afflictive and painful providences. The severe 
and protracted illness of my beloved partner, 
the sudden removal of our new born babe to 
its heavenly home, and the lingering disease 
with which it has pleased my gracious Parent 
to visit me, have, I hope, had a sanctifying 
influence, and I desire to kiss the rod and 
Him who smiteth me. 
for affliction as well as for health, for I can 
truly say that it hath been good for me to be 
afflicted, in weaning my heart from the 
world, and in leading me nearer to God. 


Yea, I feel it good to give thanks to His holy | 


name. In the cause of God I find great 
freedom and unspeakable pleasure. Nothing 
would grieve me more than to be an idler in 
his vineyard, and a burden to his church, 
though I hope that such is not the case. I 
will not conceal from you that such reflections 
have sometimes painfully disturbed my peace. 
T know that you feel a tender interest in all 
that concerns me, and will not forget me in 
your prayers. 

Pray that I may abound in all the fruits of 
the Spirit, for this is good and profitable, 
without which I shall neither be a happy 
Christian nor an efficient missionary. 

To be guided by an unerring hand is an 
incomparable blessing, and the more prayer- 
fully I reflect upon this, the more convinced 
I am that I have been thus favoured. I wish 
not to choose my own calling or sphere of 
action, but were I left to myself after nearly 
seven years’ experience in the missionary 
work—and I have had to wade through some 
deep waters—I should choose the life, the 
labour, the trials, the death, and the honours 
of a pious, an energetic, and useful mission- 
ary. Not because in the prosecution of his 


duties he has but little to do, but because in| 
doing what is necessary he must be active | 


himself, and apparently is amongst the most 


I would bless the Lord | 


| useful on earth. It is true he must be for 


ever poor, if he be so when he enters upon 
his engagements, but it is as certain that he 
will want no good thing. All his needful 
wants will be supplied, whilst through him 
instrumentally the hearts of thousands will 
be gladdened and made rich. As a family 
we have cause for gratitude. My beloved 
wife, who was last year nigh unto death, has 
materially recovered, and is now able to take 
a very active part in our operations. 

She has the entire management of one of 
our sabbath schools, and Mrs. Capern super- 
intends the other. They both attend to their 
respective classes during the week, and in 
various ways are very useful to our people; by 
their valuable aid we are relieved of an 
onerous duty on the sabbath, which, though 
always pleasant, naturally renders us unpre- 
pared for the more important exercise of the 
pulpit. About two months since our dear 
little Knibb had rather a severe attack of 
fever, but the Lord mercifully spared him to 
us, lest we should have sorrow upon sorrow, 
I have twice been laid aside from active 
labour; once for a week, and the next 
time for about three weeks, that is, either 
three or four sabbaths altogether, but you will 
be glad to hear that my health is improving. 

Our church is a subject of deep and 
prayerful interest. We mourn and rejoice, 
weep and sing over it alternately. ‘The want 
of piety, the lamentable instability and back- 
sliding amongst us, are distressing proofs that 
many in the church love this present world 
too much; but the ardent, the simple, 
and unadorned piety of others is encour- 
aging, So that we have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. If the triumphant 
death of one saint through the cross of Christ 
is an ample remuneration for all the trials we 
suffer, the money you spend, and the anxiety 
endured, then have we been more than 
doubly paid during the year, leaving out 
every other benefit that may have accrued 
from our mission. Our congregations are 
large and interesting, the prayer, the class, 
the teachers’, and the leaders’ meetings, are 
often refreshing seasons from the presence of 
the Lord. Our day and sabbath schools are 
yaluable auxiliaries to our mission.. Though 
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much precious seed sown appears totally Jost, 
we are occasionally cheered by the appearance 
of green blades, which we endeavour to foster 
and take cure of. Several of our young 
people, some who were scholars and others 
who were teachers in our sabbath schools, 
have been introduced into the church since 
our last returns, May the Lord uphold them ! 


THE MISSION 


ARY HERALD 


| A part of the town of Nassau has lately 
been divided and subdivided into districts by 
us, and visitors have been appointed with a 
view of inducing parents to take a more 
lively interest in the spiritual and moral 
welfare of their children. By this means we 
hope to increase the number of our scholars 

| and hearers, 


In a letter from Mr. Capern, written about a fortnight later, he says, “ Brother 
Littlewood’s health has been better of late, and I trust that he will continue to 


improve. 


He is an amiable and valuable fellow Jabourer, and one with whom I 


can co-operate as cordially as with any man I know,” 


ee 


TURKS’ ISLANDS. 


From Grand Cay, Mr. Rycroft writes thus, January 7th, 1848 :— 


Spared by a kind and indulgent Providence 
to pass through the labours and dangers com- 
mon to the navigation of these seas, we cannot 
otherwise than bless the Lord who hath 
redeemed our lives from destruction, while 
in the same localities travelled by us during 
the year others have lost their lives. We 
have, too, abundant cause to encourage grate- 
ful sentiments to the God of all grace, inas- 
much as the people of our anxieties have, 
with some exceptions, generally manifested 
reverence for the house of God, respect to 
ourselves for our works’ sake, and, to a happy 
extent, a concern for the millions still under 
the power of heathenism and destitute of their 
mercies and privileges. Jt also affords us 
pleasure to think that our people are increasing 
in their judgment of things that are excellent, 
and in their stability and uniform conformity 
to Zion’s Head and King. 

Our Sunday-school, taught by the native 
members of our church, affords us delight as 
well as no small amount of effort, the super- 
intendence falling on us amid other sabbath 
duties. Here may be seen, from the child of 


As to our congregations generally, they are 
composed of the coloured class, but frequently 
the white inhabitants are amongst our hearers, 
and of late amongst those who aid our funds, 
Thus far the white inhabitants have chiefl 
adhered to the established church, but of late 
have, I am happy to say, become more favour- 
ably disposed towards those dissenting from 
their church. We hope, therefore, that better 
| days are at hand in this respect. Personally 
| We receive every kindness from them. 

A bible meeting has been attended to 
throughout the year with advantage to our 
young people, and it is hoped has extended 
their knowledge of the things which belong to 

| their peace. 

| Iam cheered, and no doubt you will be, in 
| consequence of the result of our friends’ efforts 
in connexion with our auxiliary society; 
that result being £61 6s. 4d. 

| The day school, numerously attended, has, 
in the absence of any other of the kind, been 
|& great blessing to our poor children. But 
for it the children in attendance throughout 


tender years to the youth in full vigour, the the year must in most cases have idled away 
hoary headed, acquiring the art of reading in their time, and ultimately proved a curse to 
order to be able to peruse the sacred volume | the place. This department of labour has 
with intelligence ; and then, again, a group taxed our strength fully, there being but one 
of African youths pursuing their inquiries person to assist us in teaching 150 children. 
under the guidance of good brother Prince,| What a mercy that my dear wife and self 
originally from the land of wrong, and sorrow, | nave thus long been kept free from sickness, 
and cupidity. Some of these scholars ure | Had it been otherwise all matters must have 
members of our church, and others afford us stood still. 
hope for the future. 


FOR APRIL, 1848. 
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DONATION FROM THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


To the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A, 


Dear Brotuer, 

At the regular meeting of our Board, held on 
the 2nd ult., a resolution was unanimously 
passed, appropriating “the sum of 1000 dollars 
to the Baptist Missionary Society, for the use 
of its missionaries in Calcutta, in publishing 
the sacred scriptures in the languages of India.” 
‘The money was not sent last month, and there- 
fore I delayed communicating wpon the subject. 
I understand from the treasurer that it will be 
forwarded by the next steamer. 

If the receipts of the present month will 
warrant it, we desiga at cur meeting on the 


5th of April, to appropriate 1500 dollars more 
for the same object. 

The affairs of our socicty are still prosperous. 
Its finances are steadily, although slowly, in- 
creasing. Still we fecl that there is much necd 
of effort, and still more of faith and of prayer, 
to ensure success in our enterprises. We could 
employ to great advantage twice the amount of 
money that we raise. 

Wishing your society every degree of pros- 
perity and increased usefulness, 

I remain, 
Your brother in Christ, 


W. H. Wrexorr, Cor, Sec. 


PACKAGES FOR AFRICA. 


Will our friends bear in mind that no goods for Africa are to be forwarded to 
our friend Mr. Neal, of Liverpool, without first writing to him, to ascertain 
whether he can conveniently take charge of them, and whether there is any 
probability of a vessel about to sail for Western Africa ? 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 


APRIGCA,.s-sressees CLARENCE: .ccncesssesasyes Newbegin, W. ...June 9, 
Granam’s Town.....1..- Nelson, T..........dan. 4, 
AMERICA ......... PHILADELPHIA...... me Belohernde costes Jan 28 
PSL AU Seveues Seg aeet GRA ns tan'e Pacer acsmanceters Makepeace, J...... Dec. 30. 
BENAR ES « vcsvasssscastezes Heinign le ceaccsess Dec. 28. 
Small) Goes... Jen. 13, 
CALCUTTA.....5+ = rekREr DS Thomas, J.........Jan. 8. 
COTOMBO “ce.cde terrane nena Davies, Ja .stiseres Jan. 8 & 10 
WREST co ccpusecsetrsersases® Thompson, J. T...Jan. 8. 
HOWRAH... .0+.00 rassaesss Morein, Dies..0se- Jan. 6. 
TOON IE -, slveonss tee sane ww ALICD haere essen. Jan. 13. 
MADRAS or enccosnaseacess obspen Us On 2,15. dans. 
NEAT URA cece cadens sevewectans. Dawson, C, C. ...Jan. 14, 
AUSTRALIA 5.5... ANGASTON,,...scccssseesees Stonehouse, G....July 18, 
BAHAMAS......0.-GRAND CAY.........000 Rycroft, W. K....Jan, 6 & 7. 
NASSAU coi ccscnsevs sas seraes CADELUg el armincisays Jan. 27 & 29. 
Littlewood, W..,.Jan. 10. 
BRITTANY ...... MORLALX...0c00ce0reeeeenee SENKING, J,..0000 Feb. 21 
PRAUEI ence ssse VACMEL c.sccese bedoais soos MDOUTD, Ls cts. Feh, j 
FTAMAICA ocsccever ANNATTO BAY ..+cceseeees Golds eee esssrvener Feb. 5. 
JONES, Seevenesedeces Jan. 26. 
PROWN'S TOWNseeseeceese Clark, Je.sseccceeee Jan, 4 & 26. 
KETTERING ccseaccesceeses WDD AL. s.sccce0e Feb. 4. 
KINGSTON ......0 saveoveyeraham, RR... Jan. 20, 
Milbourn, T.......Jan 13. 
Wounr CAREY ....e.02 to. Fhewett; Hicess sees Jan. 26, 


Mount HERMON .....+5 


Clarke, J. ....-.00dan, 19, 


Hame, Do.cscccorees 
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SauLrer’s Hit... 
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tesctaes DEDOYS [Wer ade cena. 


Sranisu TowN............lbillippo, J. M...Jan. 30. 
Srewart Town .........Dexter, B. B......Jan. 19. 
NETHERLANDS,, AMSTERDAM ...,.5...00+++-Luller, S, .,..,....F eb. 18. 
NUMANSDORE | 24,)iseseaoDYly Ocsscocegrapascs eben oee 
TRINIDAD,..-s0000 CORT OF SPAIN ccossecsee LW, Jo ccsccvscreeeK OD. De 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following friends— 


Mr. Hartley, for a parcel of magazines; 


Friends at Plymouth, by Miss Square, ‘for a box of clothing 
Friends at Kingsbridge, for a parcel of clothing, for the same; 


Mrs. Brown, shefford, ‘for a parcel of magazines ; 
A friend, for a parcel of magazines ; 

Friends at Bow, for a box of useful articles, for Rev. H. Capern, Nassau ; 
Mrs. Watson, Walworth, for a box, for AZrs. Merrick, Bimbia ; 

Mrs, Penney, for Dr. Carey’ 3 copy “of the “ Hortus Bengalensis.” 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


, &e., for the African Mission ; 


Received om account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month of 


Annual Subscriptions. 


Allien, J. F.; Esq... 
Bartlett, Rey. T., Marn- 
WOOd soso 
Beddome, R., Esq. . 
Benham, J. th ESsq..cver 
Bonham, Mr. James nik 
Burton, Rey. J., Apper- 
Ley BREA. wietvessvvess 
Button, S. J., Esq. 
Button, Miss........ is 
Collins, W., Esq.......... 
Deano, Messrs. G. and J. 
OME LMS sea peacaveries 
Dunt, Mr. John 
Edwards, Mrs. 
Gardiner, Mr. B. 
Gurney, W. B., Esq...... 
Gurney, te BaQh cass 
Gurney, Miss, .....ccsccues 
Hamilton, I., Esq. . 
Hancock, ’Rixon, & Co., 
Messrs...... ciiasaneré 5 
Hodge, J., Esq. S 
Howard, Luke, Esq. ex 
Hume, Mrs. SA dveneys 
Jones, C., Esq... 
Key, William, Esq. nS 
Low, James, Esq....,..... 
Meacher, Mrs. “ 
Morrell, C., Esq. 
Pewtress, 7, ee 
Phillips, Mr. T.. 
Pudner, a 
Ridley, Sy 
Rippon, ae, cn 
Smith, Mrs. J. J. 
Spalding, T., Esq... 
Tosswill, C. S., Esq... wee 
Walkden, J ohn, Esq. , 
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February, 1848. 


Sad. 
Donations. 
Dunt, Mr. John wa... 5 0 
Bi do Gis -coskact 0 2 
Edmenee, Mr: 0 6 
Foster, E., Carc 
7 0 9 
0 4 
for pen ee ee 04 
Rackstraw, Mast., Card 
by, for Dove , tes 6 
p es ieee 4 
0 
m1 ie 
stitution, Te naiea... 2 0 
Thompson, F., Collected 
by, for Sow Base Nee i 0 
Tritton, Joseph, Esq., 
for Brown's Town 
SCROOIE ra eaaaheservak uke § 00 
Lonpon AUXILIARIES. 
Alfred Place— 
Sunday School, for 
AFIPNCH 000 Asxeswayvance L909 
Islington Green— 
Contributions 4... 0 6 6 
Do., for Dove... 5 0 0 
Regent ” Stre et, on ac- 
HoUNE eee 4211 4 
Salters’ Hall — 
Contributions, for 
CEL U: AORERS at as 0 6 6 
Do., esi School, 
for do... wae 3S BO 
Beprorpsuine. 
Bedford, Second Chureh— 
Re for 
DOVE searseaimece: MULL Ae 


o fS C80D S&S SOA SSeS 


, Roxton— a a 
Contributions, for 
DOU essorwashctee, (0°15 & 
Sharnbrook— 
Contributions, for 
DOVE. wvexcvegudeiseieted & 6.8 
BEsRKSHIRE. 
Windsor— 
Collections sscéecesssex 
Contributions 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE, ~ 
Haddenham— 
Collections ......cssveere eae) 
Contributions ......... 10 8 8 
Long Crendon— 
Collection. ..0yceseniscvas 11110 
Contributions ee a, 
Do., for Dove......... 018 5 
Towersey— 
Collection .....1ssave we & Qe 
Sunday School ......... 014 0 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Soham— 
Sunday School, for 
DOVE. .ver00 NeKenbts vores, ek 
Swavesey— 
Contributions, for 
DOR sicctsatetres vei) HO 
CorNWALL. 


Grampound— 
Contributions, by Miss 
Ellen tats oid 
Haiti School ........ 2 3 0 

Launceston— 

Contributions, for 
DOC csrrarcssesenvens 207 


Ge 
DEVONSHIRE. | 
Brayford— 

Contributions, Sunday 
Schools (Brayford, 
Bratten, and 2 
£OF' DOE ss disictevvees OMe 9 

Chudleigh— 

Contributions, for 

IOUS. cnc csassoay Sat ie 
Honiton— 

Contributions vu. 0 5 
Newton Abbott— 

Contributions, for 

ODEs cat vnssenpecees 0 18 
NortH Devon Auxil- 

lary, by Rev. W. 

Aitchison ro . 45 10 

Yeo, Mr., the late, “OF 
Hatherleigh wanserree 410 

Paignton— 

Contributions, for 

DOVE I osdnccnts~cevcte cme By TH 
Tavistock— 

Contributions .........10 0 

Do., for Haiti School 9 
Essex. 
Ashdon— 
Contributions, for 
DOVE™ senccsacsvamaereas, 20! LG 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Eastington— 
Sunday School .....+06 0 10 
HAMPSHIRE. 
Beaulieu— 

Burt, Rey. J. B...A.S. 1 1 

Contributions, for 
DOC sveemnarerecteves O10 

Newport— 

Collection ..,..s:.se008 ele 46 

Contributions ......+« 7 4 
Ryde— 

Contributions ....... 2 0 
Wellow— 

WOMECHON ~ ap ancexscases 

Contributions . 
Yarmouth— 

Collection ccsvercssveeree  L 10 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 


Hemel Hempstead— 
@ollections:Accctassse000 7 DL 
Contributions .. ae 

Do., Juvenile 

Hertford— 

Contributions, 
DOVE cs ccveusesereviee 


Kent, 


Ashford— 
Collections..cerrcereee 
Contributions, for 
DBE aw evscttse.cees EEO 

Boro’ Green— 


§ 11 


Contributions, for 
WDEVe carcctesaresss LO 
Crayford— 
GoWection! sseeoccres. 4 1 
Contributions ......... 2-2 
Do., Sunday School 2 2 
Footseray Sccocon aoc pee send LO 


Greenwich, Lewisham Road— 
Contributions y.. ss a 


o 


So 


oo 


oO ro CS CoN & & 
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Tenterden— : 
Contributions, 
DOUG: .s.ccs cvaedcasta thes 
Woolwich, Queen Street, 
on account ....... Peet) on 


15 


i=) 


8 0 0 


LANCASHIRE, 


Liverpool, on account, 
by J. J. Godfrey, 


TOTSL Ghecebecoeecodecaone on 40) 0 "0 
Birrell, Rey. C. M., 
for Rev. H. Bloom- 
SLELO ccenccvasssanartecaee @ 10). 0) 
Houghton, John, Esq. 56 0 0 
Lyon, Miss J., for 
Patna Orphan Re- 
"ge ee a er et 0 
Pembroke Chapel Sun- 
day Schools......... Lez. 0 
Do, for Patna Or- 
phan Refuge vs... 400 
Rochdale, West Street— 
Sunday School, for 
Ceylon Schools ...... 1412 6 


Salford, Great George Street— 
Contributions, for Debt 0 5 0 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by William Brodie Gurney, Esq.,and Samuel Morton Peto, Esq., M.P., Treasurers, or 
the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at the Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, Logpome 
in Epixzurcu, by the Rev, Christopher Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson and John 
Macandrew, Esq.; in Guascow, by Robert Kettle, Esq.; in Catcutra, by the Rev. James 
Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New Yorx, United States, by W. Colgate, Esq. 


Contributions can olso be paid in at the Bank of En 


and others,” 


gland to the account of “ W. B. Gurney 
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THE ANNIVERSARY SERVICES. 


We have great pleasure in calling attention to the following announcements :— 


The Annvat Sermon will be preached by the Rev, W. Rozinson, of Kettering, 
in Salters’ Hall Chapel, Cannon Street, on Friday Evening, April 21. Service to 
commence at half-past Six o’clock. 


The General Meeting of Subscribers, and of Baptist Ministers friendly to the 
principles of the Society, will be held at the Mission House, on Monday Morning, 
April 24, at Ten o’clock, when the Officers and Committee for the ensuing year 
will be chosen, the proceedings of the past year reported, and other necessary 
business transacted. 

The Committee earnestly invite the attendance of all their constituents who 
may be in town. 

The Annuat Meetine will be held in Finsbury Chapel, on Tuesday Evening, 
April 25. The chair to be taken at Six o’clock precisely, by 8S. M. Pero, Esq., M.P. 
Revs. Rays Stepan, of Manchester; W. Garvey, as a deputation from the Irish 
Evangelical Society ; J. Brancu, of London, and other gentlemen are expected to 
address the meeting. 

Tea will be provided at the White Hart Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, at Five 
o clock, for those Ministers who may intend to be present. The Committee will 
be happy to see a goodly gathering of such brethren on that occasion. 


By the time these lines are in the hands of our readers, the financial year will 
have closed. It has been an eventful year—one of unexpected and unexampled 
pecuniary difficulty, to all religious societies. Not one will escape from heavy 
debt. Former embarrassments have been increased, in spite of every effort to 
prevent it. Not one will say that the Committee are to blame now. The almost 
universal commercial distress has totally dried up some usual sources of supply, 
and diminished all ! 

To dismiss any of the agents in Ireland, in order to bring the expenditure with- 
in the income, would, in the circumstances of that country, have been nothing short 
of giving them over to penury and want. Consistent with efficiency, the expendi~ 
ture has been kept down to the lowest point. No newagency has been appointed, 
with the exception of Mr. McKer, to the Easky and Coolaney district, the entire 
expense of which, for the next two years, is met by the liberality of a steady 
friend to the Society. Vacancies caused by death, or by removal, have not yet 
been filled up. Whatever increase of debt may appear on the balance sheet, will 
be regarded more as a misfortune than a fault. May the coming year be more 
prosperous ! ee 

And truly it will be so, if past difficulties shall have taught the people of God 
to cherish a deeper and more constant reliance on the Divine blessing. If the 
proofs of the utter instability of all worldly good, which recent events have so 
strikingly displayed to all, but impress the minds of professing Christians with 
aright sense of their stewardship, this year of trial and disaster will not be in vain, 
Let us see to it, jn a most earnest spirit, that our trials produce this result, other- 


wise, our mercies may be turned into a curse! 
ae 
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Mr. Ecoxus is steadily pursuing his 
course at Belfast. He can report pro- 
gress, and though it be slow, it may be 
the more substantial and permanent. 
The additions to the church haye been 
encouraging. 

ONE MORE, 

Last Lord’s day, Feb. 20, we received to 
our fellowship, a sea faring man, in whom we 
have all the fullest confidence. He can only 
meet with us every second sabbath ; but for 
this opportunity we feel thankful. The 
number of our members is now twenty-six. 
When formed in May last, we had only 
fifteen, which gives us since that period a 
clear increase of eleven. The attendance at 
the chapel, especially in the evening, is much 
improved. 


—— 


Mr. Hamtirton’s prospects of useful- 
ness at Ballina are not less cheering 
than they have been for some months 
past. Scarcely a letter comes but brings 
some proof of a steady progress in the 
good work. 

NO HASTE CERTAINLY. 


I trust some good is doing here still. I 
baptized two last Tuesday evening, (Feb. 15,) 
who are, we hope, true believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. One of them is brother to a 
priest ; and his wife and several children 
attend our meetings. Two more, whose saving 
conversion no one doubts, are to be baptized 
this week, who have been under instruction 
about a year. ; 

Our meetings are well attended, and there 
is a growing improyement in many. The 
schools also are doing well. I have received 
the parcels, It was very providential that 
some money was sent to Mr. McKee, to en- 
able him to give relief to the poor afflicted 
people. 


THE EASKY AND COOLANEY MISSION, 


During the past month, (writes Mr. 
McKesr, March 2,) I have preached at 
eleven stations, in all nineteen times; besides 
visiting the sick, expounding the scriptures, 
and distributing tracts. 

The attendance at these stations has varied 
from ten to fifty, At several of the meet- 
ings we had a considerable number of Ro- 
manists present, all of whom heard with 
attention, many with deep interest. At 
Coolaney the attendance is increased. The 
members of the Easky church seem to be 
pious and devoted. We expect a baptism 
shortly. 


Mr. Bares has sent, for insertion in 
the present Chronicle, a statement which 
will be read with great interest, coming, 
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as it does, from one who has laboured 
so long and so diligently in Ireland. 
We hope the appeal will be responded 
to, as he calls it, 


A VOICE FROM IRELAND. 


I have spent about fifteen years of the best 
part of my life in Ireland, Missionary work 
has been my principal occupation. Through 
divine grace, I have been enabled to go on 
steadily in my Master’s work. I have 
preached extensively. Forty tracts and hand- 
bills on different subjects have been written, 
nearly 200,000 have been circulated, and the 
Lord has given considerable prosperity. 

The station in Banbridge has been perma- 
nently occupied about two years. A church 
of forty members has been gathered, with an 
interesting Sunday school and an encouraging 
congregation. From this prosperity arises 
the necessity of a new chapel. We merely 
meet ina private room. Ground has been 
bought, a subscription list opened, and all 
things seem to be going on well. 

Still the strong must help the weak. Ire- 
land cannot help herself at present. We 
have lately lost food alone, to the value of at 
least £16,000,000. It will cost a much 
larger sum to supply the deficiency of pro- 
visions resulting from this loss, This loss was 
essentially the property of the poor. Farm 
servants, small farmers, and small tradesmen, 
have suffered severely. But the effects of 
this calamity have been felt throughout all 
the ramifications of society, no rank has been 
exempt from loss. These difficulties are only 
now beginning to be felt. 

I have, however, determined to appeal to 
America, and this determination is approved 
of by the committee. “Not that I have 
aught to accuse my nation of.” The gene- 
rosity of England is universally known. But 
the calls on British Christians are many and 
weighty. Moreover the conversion of Ire- 
land is of as much importance to America as 
England and Scotland, and America will un- 
doubtedly aid us, if the case be laid before 
them. 

When you read this, perhaps I may have 
reached America, Remember me in your 
prayers. In the mean time, any Christian 
friend who wishes to help us at Banbridge by 
their contributions, may forward them to Mr. 
Trestrail, the Secretary, at the Mission 
House, London. 


A PLEASING POSTSCRIPT. 


Banbridge—During the week, three per- 
sons have been baptized in the river, on a 
profession of their faith in Jesus. Our con- 
gregation is good, and I trust that God will 
grant us his blessing. 


— 


Mr. Berry has been suffering from 
severe illness, which has interrupted 
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him in his work, and especially in the 
out stations. Slowly recovering, he 
longs to be about again, with his usual 
activity. 


THE NIGHT SCHOOLS 


Are fully answering my expectations. The 
reader’s report will present a pleasing illus- 
tration of their usefulness. In brother H.’s 
school, at C , some Romanist’s children 
attend. As soon as their father heard that 
the Scriptures were read, he said his children 
should go there no more. But the teacher's 
activity, and his attention to the children, in- 
duced them to beg permission to return, 
which they succeeded in getting and now he 
not only allows them to read the Word in 
school, but his eldest daughter, who is 
thirteen years of age, takes home her Testa- 
ment, and reads it to her parents every night. 


THE POVERTY OF THE PEOPLE 


Is great, indeed much greater, in some 
respects than last year, with this difference, 
at least one-tenth of the paupers of last year 
are not seeking relief. But we have now no 
public works, little private or public charity. 
The farmer pays heavy rates, and cannot 
give; none but the able-bodied are admitted 
the work-house, and the infirm poor who 
hold no land, are the only parties receiving 
out-door relief. Those who have gardens and 
small patches of land are excluded from all 
legal relief. In the hope of a crop of pota- 
toes this year, they cling to these holdings, 
like a drowning man clutches the rope 
thrown to him. Many are on the verge of 
starvation, and some few of the brethren are 
in deep distress. 


RELIEF. 


I write to thank you for the £5, which 
have enabled me to keep an aged brother 
alive; to decently inter his deceased wife; to 
assist, for two months, two members, seventy 
years old, who were almost destitute and bed- 
ridden; and to dispense some aid to many 
more. I hope you will send me another such 
grant next month. 


Mr. Munuern states that sickness is 
exceedingly prevalent in his district, and 


the depression of trade most trying to 
the labouring poor. Hopes are enter- 
tained ‘ 


OF BETTER TIMES, 


And of a reyival of trade, which will give 
employment. Above one thousand weavers 
live within two miles of my house, all of 
whom, at this moment, are utterly idle ! 


YET THE GOOD WORK GOES ON. 


We had a happy and profitable season, 
last Lord’s day when I had the pleasure of | 
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baptizing fowr believers in the presence of a 
large congregation, many of whom were visi- 
bly affected on the solemn occasion. Since 
then, three others, of whose conversion I 
entertain no doubt whatever, have expressed 
their desire to be buried with Christ in bap- 
tism. We had open and secret opposition 
ever since I came here. But the Lord has 
not forsaken us. ‘The Committee have al- 
ways kindly aided and sympathized with us, 
which I desire sincerely and earnestly to ac- 
knowledge. 


We regret to state that Mr. Harp- 
CASTLE’S place is not yet supplied. Ill 
health has prevented a brother, whose 
labours were most acceptable, from ac- 
cepting the cordial invitation of the 
church, who greatly need a pastor; and 
the out-station at Dunmore is suffering 
from the loss of the oversight and coun- 
tenance which our deceased friend so un- 
remittingly gave toit. Yet its prospects, 
says Mr. McCuarg, are encouraging. 


THE SCHOOL 


continues to prosper, as you will see from the 
roll which shows our average attendance from 
thirty to thirty-five, though several of the 
elder ones have left to assist their parents in 
their daily labour. 


THE PREACHING STATION. 


My visits are well received by all parties; 
I can distinctly trace an increasing knowledge 
of the truths of the gospel. Those who have, 
through grace, believed, are growing in the 
knowledge and love of Christ. 


There are some remarks in Ricnarp 
Morris’s report for February which are 
worth thinking about. They give evi- 
dence of an importance as to the moral 
effect of the fearful trials through which 
the people have passed. 


THE LATE AND PRESENT DISTRESS, 


Great numbers are inquiring after truth, 
who, before the late great and sore calamity, 
never would open a Bible. Many are now 
exposed to storm, and rain, and want, labour- 
ing for a morsel of food, who will be in eter- 
nity before next month, if some effectual help 
be not afforded. 


A NATURAL RESULT, 


There is a great thirst for the word of God. 
Truth is gaining ground. Many are coming 
daily, hoping I would recommend them to 
your notice. One man came over the moun- 
tain for a Testament, which I gave him; he 
told me that, for forty years, he had been 
able to give the priest a shilling on Christmas 
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day, on Easter Sunday, and at a “i : ONE PARTICTLARLY. 

to entertain him and his horse; then e 

respect and attention. But now that is all } . “aie pes : met a yer: and 
over, he has no respect or regard, and conse pas ee of the mage 3 him if he 
quently he begins to feel they are but bad | Sita the Seri a » said he, “ but my 
shepherds, and have no real care for their | hild ofter eae Paes «© Where did 
souls, | child } = 


Similar testimony is borne, as to this | 


improved state of mind, in Joun Moxa- Comfer i 1, “do tl 

ome letter for February. As he la- a bidaaet cas ae a. who peagpa's bev 
dours in a place distant from the other, a to taeay woe Sen arn fT 
it shows that the good is spreading, and | dt ky Crea! das Yaak too “Olle tS mgt? 
somewhat widely diffused. ; beanie tea a 


INTERESTING TOKENS OF GOOD. 


The Scriptures are being still read by Re- | to enjoy them in his very heart. I parted 
manists as well as Protestants. Many of with regret from this poor man, who was once 
the former appear to be increasing in divine an ignorant and bigoted papist. 
knowledge; and show, in their general con- Tn every quarter, as usual Jaéely, I find the 
duct and change of character, that the traths people willing to hear and receive tracts; and 
to which their minds have been directed, have I have reason to know they are read, and, in 
been studied with profit. many instances, with profit and delight. 


as Loughborongh—Mr. Barrow, (¢ . $ % S 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Rey. J. Ayeus, and by the Secre- 
tary, Mr. Fasperick Taestrati,at the Mission House, Moorgate Street; and by the pastors 
of the churches throughout the Kingdom. 

COLLECTOR FOR LONDON, REY. ¢. WOOLLACOTT, 
31, Groversrer Srreer, Cveen'’s Square. 
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QUARTERLY REGISTER 


OF THK 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE HELD AT FINSBURY CHAPEL 
On Monday Evening, April the 2Ath. 
THE CHAIR TO BE TAKEN AT HALF-PAST SIX. 


IMPORTANT OPENING AT SWINDON NEW TOWN, 
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Some months ago a few baptists lo- | 


cated at Swindon, inconvenienced by 
the want of a place of worship, and 
ascertaining that a considerable number 
of persons sympathized in their difficul- 


ties, determined to make an effort to | 


form a church and erect a meeting-house. 
They obtained the services of the Rev. 
R. Breeze, who has devoted himself 
earnestly to the work. Finding it im- 
possible to raise amongst themselves the 
whole of the necessary pecuniary sup- 
plies, they made application to the com- 
mittee for a grant of forty pounds per 
annum for two years towards the support 
of the ministry. Burdened with a heavy 
debt, struggling against the difficulties 
occasioned by the late commercial panic, 
and already pledged to a much larger 
amount of expenditure than any income 
on which they can reasonably calculate 
will enable them to meet, the committee 
felt that, strong as were the claims of 
Swindon, they should not be justified in 
adopting it as a station. Under these 
circumstances the secretary, with the 
sanction of the committee, engaged to 
raise the required amount by special 
efforts. On the faith of his being able to 
procure the proposed sum, the brethren 
at Swindon have committed themselves 
to the work. The secretary earnestly 
requests, therefore, the contributions of 
Christian friends, particularly of those 
who travel by, have a pecuniary interest 
in, or are located in the vicinity of, the 
Great Western Railway. Statistical in- 
formation will be found in the cireular 


of the building committee reprinted be- | 


low, and in the letter of Mr. Breeze ta 
the Secretary. 


“Curistian Frienps,—We propose to 
build a baptist chapel at the Swindon Station, 
called Swindon New Town, on the Great W est- 
ern Railway, between London and Bristol, 

“There is already a population of about 
3000 souls, in a state of great spiritual desti- 
tution, and this number is likely to be doubled 
in a very few years. 

“ We are also fully given to understand 
that a large portion of these people decidedly 
prefer attending a dissenting place of worship 
to the established church, and are pleased 
with the prospect of having one speedily 
erected, 

“ We have, moreover, consulted several of 
the friends of the Redeemer, both in London 
and in the country, and they with one accord 
encourage us to advance, assuring us that 
they will come forward to our help. 

“The facilities which are now presenting 
for erecting a chapel are great. We have 
purchased a suitable piece of freehold land, 
situated in a central position, 84 feet by 60, 
enough for a chapel and a good sized vestry 
or school room, A strong desire is expressed 
by many of the inhabitants in the neighbour- 
hood connected with varions denominations 
of Christians, as to the desirableness of the 
undertaking, among whom are some of the 
most respectable and influential persons in 
the locality. 

“We have no doubt but that we shall be 
able to raise upwards of £100 among our- 
selves, and that before long a self-sustaining 
interest of a respectable character will be 
established. 

“We hope to he able to erect a chapel 35 
fect by 50 at an outlay of £600 or £700, 
capable of seating nearly 500 persons, with- 
out galleries. 

“Thus, brethren, we lay our case before 
you, humbly praying that God may guide us 
2L 
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in this weighty affair, and dispose your hearts 
to help us in this labour of love, feeling 
assured that the little we do to promote his 
glory will be but a small return for the many 
blessings we constantly receive from his 
hands.” 


The above circular is signed by the 
managing committee, and regommended 
by several influential brethren. 


“My DEAR Sir,—I write to inform you of 
the progress we are making in our attempts 
to build a baptist chapel. We haye pur- 
chased a piece of freehold Jand for the pur- 
pose, enough for the chapel, vestry, school- 
rooms, burying-ground, &c. This important 
undertaking is sanctioned and strongly recom- 
mended by all our friends to whom the subject 
has been named, and our good neighbours of 
all denominations have liberally subscribed 
towards the promotion of the object. Up- 
wards of -£150 have been already collected, 
chiefly in this locality. These circumstances 
encourage us exceedingly, as they prove that 
our views are correct, and that the efforts we 
are making are justifiable. 

“The greater portion of the population 
are nonconformists, either from habit or from 
principle; and they feel much grieved that 
there is no chapel in which to assemble with 
their families*to worship the God of their 
fathers according to their former modes, and 
in accordance with the dictates of their 
consciences. Having heard of our intentions, 
they have sent a-document to the building 
committee, numerously signed, to thank them 
for the efforts now being made to erect a 
chapel for their accommodation, and to urge 
the committee to advance with the under- 
taking as rapidly as possible, assuring them 
that they will do all they can themselves to 
promote the important design. S.M, Peto, 
Esq., has very kindly given us a plan, draw- 
ings, &c., of a very chaste and elegant chapel 
of the pure Norman style, and one that can 
be built at a very moderate charge—to seat 
nearly 400 persons without galleries, 

“We are now about making an appeal by 
letter to the more wealthy friends, principally 
jn our own denomination, sincerely hoping 
that the Lord will dispose their hearts to 
come forward to our help. The work will 
then be done; our half-fainting spirits will be 


greatly cheered; God will be glorified; and 


multitudes (it may be) of sinners saved from 
eternal ruin. If the replies to the circular 


should be favourable, we will arise and build | 


without delay; as time ought not to be lost. 

“ We had a very interesting tea-meeting 
on Tuesday last, 22nd inst., held in a large 
room in the New Town, kindly lent ts for the 
evening. The meeting was large and highly 
respectable, although the weather was most 
unpropitious, About 150 persons sat down 
to tea, who, with others who came in after- 
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wards, quite filled the spacious room.” The 
writer was requested to preside. The Rev. 
S. M. Stephens, Cirencester; the Rev. G. 
Pilgrem, Swindon, independent ; the Rev. J- 
Brown, Reading; and the Rey. Mr. Langley, 
Swindon, Wesleyan, addressed the assembly 
with great effect. It was an excellent meet- 
ing. A noble spirit pervaded the whole of it ; 
a pledge, I hope, of many happy meetings 
yet to come. 

“T regret exceedingly that I cannot devote 
more of my time to this people. The fact is 
this, the houses in the place are small ; scarcely 
a room anything large enough for a congrega- 
tion. A large room at one of the inns might 
be hired. I kave preached in one and ina 
private house, but as my time will be so much 
taken up with collecting for the chapel, I fear 
T shall not be able to do much among them 
for the next few months. I am happy to 
state that we have a room in prospect in the 
New Town, and four or five of my respectable 
lay brethren have kindly consented to conduct 
the services there when I may not be able to 
attend. I long very much to enter upon myre- 
gular duties in the place. Thus I have given 
you a short outline of the state of things in this 
locality: looking for brighter days, and solicit- 
ing an interest in your sympathy and prayers, 

“T remain, 

“ Yours fraternally and gratefully, 
“R. BREEZE. 
“'Stratton, near Swindon, Feb. 24, 1848.” 


Hopeful progress is being made at 
Romford. The following letter from the 
Rey. E. Davis will be read with interest, 
particularly by those friends who have 
generously contributed towards the erec- 
tion of the meeting-house, 


“My pEaR Brotner,—In speaking of 
what has been done at Romford, I wish to be 
regarded only as an instrument in the hand 
of God. I came with much anxiety as to 
what might be the result of an effort to raise 
a cause in this place, the population of which 
is very ignorant. The town has been under 
| great disadvantages in consequence of the low 
_ state of religion in the few dissenting causes ; 

such being deplorably the case with one 

which it is best not to mention more particu- 
larly, although well known and deeply la- 

mented by all who are acquainted with the 
| state of religious parties here. In the church 
of England the tractarians are predominant, 
and, as is usual in provincial towns, command 
its wealth and influence. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I hesitated much and long; but 
was at length constrained to yield to what 
plainly appeared to be the indications of 
Providence, after about five months’ visiting 
and labouring amongst the people with whom 
I now stand connected. I came to reside at 
' Romford on the 25th of March, 1847, at 


pa fp Dy De 


QUARTERLY REGISTER, 


which time we worshipped in a large] vestry 
erected on a plot of freehold ground pur- 
chased about seven years previously for the 
purpose fof erecting a commodious chapel 
whenever circumstances might require and 
justify such an undertaking. 

“The church at Romford was formed in 
1836, Mr. Rendall of Chadwell Heath being 
its pastor until June 28th, 1846, when he 
resigned his office. Shortly afterwards, a 
church was formed at Chadwell Heath, of 
which he became the pastor, when nineteen 
members, himself included, withdrew from 
the church at Romford, which greatly dimi- 
nished both church and congregation, the 
former being now under twenty members in 
communion, 

«““This secession, in addition to the with- 
drawment of some independent friends, who 
had been accustomed to attend, in order to 
form another interest in the town, left the 
church and congregation in an exceedingly 
low state, the average attendance being under 
fifty grown persons. 

“Coincident with my acceptance of the 
pastorate it was seen and felt by friends 
interested in the cause at Romford, that in 
order to effect an extended and permanent 
amount of usefulness, a chapel was indispens- 
able. Accordingly the tried and steady friend 
of the cause of Christ, George Gould, Esq., of 
Loughton, although having already a claim 
of £300 on the ground and previous erec- 
‘tion, kindly came forward and promised to 
give £100 towards a chapel, and accepted 
the office of treasurer, which he has most 
efficiently sustained, raising, by his own exer- 
tions, more than one-half the sum required, 
so that the new building is not more than 
£150 in debt, although it has not been com- 
pleted more than eight months, for the entire 
liquidation of which, by the first anniversary, 
efforts are being made, in which the treasurer 
and committee hope to be sustained by those 
kind friends who have encouraged and assisted 
them to commence the good work, 

* Since the chapel has been opened, the in- 
creased attendance has abundantly justified 
the undertaking, amounting to more than 
double the number which the former place 
could contain, which had been frequently 
during the summer months inconyeniently 
full. 

“Many persons who never entered the 
former building, haye taken sittings in the 
chapel, which is capable of seating upwards 
of 400 persons; the average attendance is 
now from 250 to 300, accommodation being 
made for upwards of 100 free, 

“Since the opening, seven have been bap- 
tized, and eighteen added to the church. 
There is reason to hope that others are under 
serious impressions. The Sunday-school has 
likewise increased, though of late somewhat 
diminished by attractions of pecuniary ad- 
vantage held out to the children who would 
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go to the church school; some of whom how- 
ever have returned. The cause at Romford 
has been laid under obligation to the Baptist 
Home Mission for assisting them to provide 
for a minister, without which aid they must 
have been still destitute; and could not, pro- 
bably, have made the above mentioned effort. 
T have now only to express my earnest prayer 
that He which hath begun a good work 
amongst us will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ, and for the same entreating an 
interest in your supplications. 
* T remain, 
‘€ Your affectionate brother, 

“ EBENEZER DAVIES. 

“ Romford, Feb. 2\, 1848. 


The following is from our valued agent 
Mr. Whitlock, of Belton. He has la- 
boured with much zeal and patience 
since the introduction of the gospel into 
that village; and considering that the 
people had every thing to learn, the 
committee have much cause to rejoice 
in the progress that has been made, 


“My DEAR Sir,—At Belton, the congre- 
gation has increased during the year; the 
attention to the word is undiminished. In 
the church we have enjoyed even more peace 
and harmony than in previous years. Persons 
who a year ago caused me much pain and 
excited my fears, are among the most cordial 
and happy now. As to the universal kind- 
ness of the people, the last has heen the 
happiest year spent at Belton. 

*Tn addition to the somewhat particular no- 
tice of persons and things I gave the last 
time I wrote, I may observe that a young 
female who since then came to reside at 
Belton, has I hope given her heart to God. 
Another is anxiously inquiring for the path of 
life, in the midst of much persecution from 
her husband, to whom she was married a few 
months ago, under a promise of non-inter- 
ference on his part. A respectable farmer's 
wife, residing above two miles off, has begun 
frequently to attend ; some of the family con- 
stantly; and their eldest son has become an 
occasional teacher in the Sunday-school, She 
would with pleasure attend always, but for 
delicate health, bad roads, and the high 
churchism of her husband. I hope we feel 
the desirableness of a revival of the work of 
God, and how necessary an effusion of the 
Holy Spirit is in order thereto ; vet we want 
this feeling deepened, and made more im- 
pressive and permanent. We had services 
at Belton every evening of the first week of 
this year, which were well attended, and I 
trust good was done; but I know of no very 
decided results. ,Oh that God would revive 
his work ! 

“At Ridlington our preaching-house is gene- 
rally crowded. Most of the young men there 
are constant and attentive hearers. One man 
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and his wife have been, during the year, con- 
stant attendants at both services, whose do- 
mestic hearth is now the scene of peace and 
happiness, whereas it used to be the scene of 
contention, discord, and misery, through his 
bad conduct. One of the young men gives 
us great hope. He is an interesting fellow, 
with much mental power; if he become de- 
cided he will be a blessing, as by his wit and 
drollery, he has acquired great influence over 
the others. 

“In November last, I applied by letter 
through the steward to the Earl of Gains- 
borough for the lease of a piece of waste land 
for a chapel; only this week I received a 
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message stating that his| lordship had no 
objection to such a thing, but that he could 
not lease beyond his own life. Of course, 
the Puseyite Lord Camden will show us no 
favour; and so we can get no chapel. 

“T have been very ill this winter, from the 
middle of November to the end of January, 
from repeated attacks of influenza. It in- 
terfered with the week evening services, but I 
managed the services on the sabbaths, all but 
one, with much difficulty and pain. I am 
thankful to say I am now tolerable. 

“JT am, my dear Sir, yours truly, 
“H. Waitiock. 
“ Belton, March 9, 1848.” 
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